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A cat wearing glasses leans on the shoulder of its owner at the ‘Pet Expo Championship’ in Bangkok. — AFP

Statues for equality:
Australians unveil NY 
sculptures of 10 women
Ten statues of famous women were installed in New York this

week as the first part of an international project by
Australian artists to highlight gender imbalance in monu-

ments. Media mogul and talk show queen Oprah Winfrey, Oscar-
winning actress Cate Blanchett and three-time Olympic gold
medalist Gabby Douglas were among the personalities chosen by
the public to be carved in bronze. The statues, which stand around
6.5 feet (two meters) tall, are the work of husband-and-wife
sculpting duo Gillie and Marc Schattner, who want women to be
fairly represented in public art. 

They say on their website that less than three percent of New
York’s statues are of women. The figure is three percent in London
and four percent in Sydney, they add. “It’s gorgeous!” said 46-
year-old Leslie Daniels as she stopped to look at the installation

on Manhattan’s Sixth Avenue near Rockefeller Center. “We women
are great contributors to society and they just overlook us. It is
uplifting to see this,” she added. The statues, unveiled on Monday
to mark Women’s Equality Day, feature inspirational women from
different walks of life. They are mostly American and were nomi-
nated online.

Astronaut Tracy Dyson, the singer Pink, actress Nicole
Kidman, and transgender author and activist Janet Mock are
among those striking a powerful pose on a flower of their choos-
ing. Writer Cheryl Strayed, women’s empowerment campaigner
Tererai Trent and English conservationist Jane Goodall are also
featured. “I think it’s great,” said 42-year-old Corinne Gudovic
from Chicago as she eyed the statue of Goodall. “I wasn’t
extremely sure what it was for at first but I’m always for women’s
empowerment and anything that demonstrates that is a good
thing,” she added.

Only five out of New York’s 150 public statues are of women,
according to the city’s government. New York Mayor Bill de Blasio
has committed to building more. The Schattners plan to put up
sculptures in other countries as well, including Australia and
Britain, and are welcoming nominations on their website.  — AFP

Equipped with powerful magnets, history enthusiasts
and environmentalists scour France’s rivers, pulling
out bits of scrap metal, bikes, scooters and the odd

kitchen appliance. Sometimes, too, they fish other more
unexpected objects out of the water, such as unexploded
munitions.  Magnet fishing has fast become a popular
pastime, according to public safety officials, but French
authorities have clamped down over fears that historical
battle sites could still harbor active weapons.

As in other countries, participants in France tie a
super magnet to a rope and drop it into waterways, part-
ly for treasure hunting, partly for environmental reasons.
On the banks of the Oise river, in a town about 75 kilo-
meters (47 miles) north of Paris, Owen Gressier, 20, and
his three fellow magnet fishermen cast their neodymium
magnets.

After several attempts at their spot near a bridge in La
Croix-Saint-Ouen, they latch onto something.  It takes a
few minutes to haul out the item with the help of a grap-
pling hook.  A rusty, cast-iron pipe emerges: “Nice
catch,” they say. It’s the best find that afternoon. “We’ve
been fishing here for a number of years, the bottom (of
the river) is pretty clean,” Gressier, a forklift truck opera-
tor, says.  Driven by what he calls his passion for World
War II and a quest to find medals, military gear and other
historical objects, Gressier says that he also “quickly
realised that it was possible to clean up the waterways”. 

‘It’s crazy what you can find’ 
In 2017, he set up a Facebook page, which now has

more than 500 subscribers, where members share pho-
tos, advice and organize outings.  “It’s crazy everything
you can find in the water,” Gressier says, listing anything
from electric scooters to traffic signs and microwaves.
“With a dozen people, you can sometimes pull out 50
kilos (around 110 pounds) of scrap metal in a few hours,”
he adds. In the neighboring Somme department, site of

one of the largest battles of World War I, Christophe
Devarenne started magnet fishing three months ago. 

He says the thrill comes from “not knowing what will
be at the end of the magnet”.  But the 52-year-old driver
warns that “if you expect to find treasures, there are not
many”. Although he did pull out a rifle dating from 1914
to 1918, he says that it was “downright rusty after 100
years in the water”. “Even the Museum of the Great War
did not want it,” he jokes, adding that nothing goes to
waste as it is resold or given to scrap merchants. 

‘My teenage son found a grenade’ 
In other French regions too, where bloody battles

were fought during both world wars, magnet fishing

enthusiasts have discovered shells, ammunition and
grenades. And they can still be active, warns the national
public safety authority. Faced with the hobby’s rising
popularity in the last nearly two years, including under
the Pont des Arts pedestrian bridge in central Paris, the
authority has recently made police across France aware
of the dangers.

In May, a man was seriously injured after pulling out a
shell that emitted mustard gas, in the Nord region, home
to the town of Dunkirk.   Two young magnet fishers in the
Somme at the end of July also hauled out a phosphorus
grenade, which irritated their eyes, police said. The pas-
time is now illegal in France without a permit issued by
the state or landowners. 

“We were not aware of the risks... until my son found a
grenade,” says Helene Ledien, who lives in the Somme.
She said that her 14-year-old son Arthur bought a mag-
net for about 30 euros ($33) on Amazon and regularly
fishes with his friend for environmental reasons.  

‘Good for the planet’ 
Gressier said that his group had hauled out one active

shell and hundreds of rusty weapons but knows what to
do in that case. “We establish a security perimeter and
we warn the disposal experts,” he adds.  Despite the
warnings, his group says it won’t stop the activity that
has got them hooked. 

“It’s a passion, good for the planet, we will not stop
overnight,” says his 26-year-old friend Nicolas, who
declined to give his full name. “People will play cat and
mouse,” Devarenne chimes in.  “Nobody is really afraid,
because the police have better things to do than chase
after magnets,” he adds. — AFP

Fishermen remove a metallic barrier they caught with a
“super-powerful” neodyme magnet.

Fishermen remove scrap metal they caught with a “super-
powerful” neodyme magnet.

Fishermen throw their “super-powerful” neodyme mag-
nets to catch and remove scrap metal.

Fishermen remove a metallic barrier they caught with a
“super-powerful” neodyme magnet.


