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New Huawei 
handset to 
launch without
Google apps
SAN FRANCISCO: Huawei’s upcoming flagship
Mate 30 smartphone will launch next month with-
out key Google apps, creating a disadvantage for
the Chinese tech giant hit by US sanctions. A
Google spokesperson confirmed Thursday that the
California firm won’t be able to deliver licensed
applications such as Gmail, Maps and YouTube for
the new device because of sanctions imposed by
President Donald Trump.

As a result, Huawei will be able to pre-load only
the open-source Android operating system. The
move could be another hit for Huawei, the tech
powerhouse that became the number two global
smartphone vendor before sanctions imposed by
Washington over national security concerns, which
prevent the export of US technology. While the US
administration has granted a fresh 90-day suspen-
sion of the Huawei sanctions, this won’t apply to
new products, according to Google.

Analyst Richard Windsor, who writes the Radio
Free Mobile blog, said that without these apps,
“Huawei faces a Herculean task to convince users
to buy its device” and will likely lose most buyers
outside its home market. Windsor said that while
Chinese users are accustomed to buying “blank”
smartphones and then installing their own software,
most buyers in other countries expect these servic-
es to be pre-loaded.

“All of Huawei’s competitors will still have
Google installed. This will make it very difficult to
entice users to buy Huawei devices as they will lack
the single most important feature that needs to be
present when a user buys an Android device out-
side of China,” Windsor wrote. Huawei has begun
to develop its own mobile operating system called
HarmonyOS but it remained unclear if it will be able
to maintain its market share outside China.

Asked about the situation, Huawei said in a
statement, “We will continue to use the Android OS
and ecosystem if the US government allows us to
do so. Otherwise, we will continue to develop our
own operating system and ecosystem.” Huawei was
expected to unveil the Mate 30, its newest high-
end handset, at an event in Germany on September
18. US officials claim Huawei poses a threat
because of its ties to Chinese intelligence, allega-
tions that the company vigorously denied. —AFP

TOKYO: Toyota Motor Corporation (Toyota), as a world-
wide partner of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, aims
to provide mobility solutions that go beyond providing
official vehicles for the Olympic and Paralympic Games
Tokyo 2020. One way Toyota is doing this is by partici-
pating in the “Tokyo 2020 Robot Project”, a project led
by the Tokyo Organising Committee of the Olympic and
Paralympic Games (Tokyo 2020) that brings the govern-
ment, Tokyo Metropolitan government, as well as Games’
partners together with experts in the field of robotics. 

At Tokyo 2020, the robots to be introduced by Toyota
will be used to support the mobility of people at various
locations and venues. By helping people feel and experi-
ence their hopes and dreams, Toyota believes it will be
able to further contribute to the excitement and success
of the Tokyo 2020 Games.

Nobuhiko Koga, Chief Officer of Toyota’s Frontier
Research Center, said: “At Toyota, we use industrial robot
technology for a variety of applications based on our
dedication to ‘Supporting human life activities and living
in harmony with people’. For example, since 2004, we
have developed partner robots focused on support for
people unable to move on their own, including the aging
population. Now, as we transform into a mobility compa-
ny, we are expanding our robotics efforts to provide all
people with the freedom to move. ‘Mobility for all’ is not
only the ‘physical’ movement of a person or thing from
one location to another, but also includes ‘virtual’ mobility
of a person. This provides further opportunities to expe-
rience new things, meet and interact with others, or to be
‘moved’ emotionally. At Tokyo 2020, we want to capture
the imagination of spectators by providing support
robots as we do our part to make the Games a success.”

Details of the robots 
1. Tokyo 2020 Mascot Robot Miraitowa / Someity

(Mascot Robot)
To make this the most innovative and technologically

advanced Games in history, the Tokyo 2020 and Toyota
are working to develop a “mascot robot”. In addition to
welcoming athletes and guests to official venues, Toyota is
currently considering plans for a new way for the Games
to be enjoyed by children in Japan, via the mascot robot.
The mascot robot will both allow expressions of arm

movements via a remote-location robot, and share force-
feedback from interactions. Via a camera mounted on the
robot’s head, it can recognize people nearby, and once
recognized, use its eyes to respond with/show a variety of
expressions. By equipping the robot with miniature joint
units across its entire body, the robot offers flexibility
when being controlled, and the users can operate the
robot safely and with high operational functionality.

2. T-HR3 (Humanoid Robot)
Toyota will provide a unique way for other guests in

remote/distant locations that are unable to be physically
present to interact with athletes via the T-HR3 and
Mascot robots. Specifically, the T-HR3 robots will be able
to reproduce movement from a mascot robot in a remote
location in nearly real-time. In addition to providing
images and sounds from the remote locations, these robot
users will also be able to experience the power of move-
ment and force-feedback, allowing them to converse with
and high-five athletes and others, feeling as if they were
truly physically present.

3. T-TR1 (Remote location communication Robot)
T-TR1 is a virtual mobility/tele-presence robot

developed by Toyota Research Institute in the United
States. It is equipped with a camera atop a large,
near-lifesize display. By projecting an image of a user
from a remote location, the robot will help that person
feel more physically present at the robot’s location.
With T-TR1, Toyota will give people that are physical-
ly unable to attend the events such as the Games a
chance to virtually attend, with an on-screen presence
capable of conversation between the two locations.

4. HSR: Human Support Robot / DSR: Delivery 
Support Robot

For a portion of the accessible seating seats at the
Olympic Stadium, the Toyota Human Support Robot HSR
will guide guests to their seat and convey light meals,
goods, and etc. for them, helping them to more freely
enjoy the competition. Also, the Toyota Deliver Support
Robot DSR, specially developed for Tokyo 2020, will
directly deliver drinks and other goods to spectators that

they have ordered from a dedicated tablet. At track and
field events, with approx. 500 seats during the Olympic
Games and another 500 for the Paralympic Games, the
robots are anticipated to serve over 1,000 spectators
requiring mobility assistance (Each section is expected
to have 16 rows with 32 seats).

5. FSR: Field Support Robot 
(Field Event Support Robot)

Special-use robots equipped with autonomous
functions as part of throwing event (i.e. javelin) opera-
tions at the Olympic Stadium. While determining the
optimal route to travel, the FSR will follow operating
staff on a path that avoids obstacles while retrieving
and conveying throwing event items. By using the
FSR, the aim is to reduce the amount of time needed
to retrieve items as well as reduce the amount of staff
labor for the events. Toyota and Tokyo 2020 will be
working with the International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF) in developing the FSR for the
Tokyo 2020 Games.

Dedicated to ‘Mobility For All,’ Toyota robots augment and amplify human capabilities

Toyota robots to help people attend the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo

Google reveals 
years-long 
‘indiscriminate’ 
iPhone hack
WASHINGTON: Google security
experts uncovered an “indiscriminate”
hacking operation that targeted iPhones
over a period of at least two years and
used websites to implant malicious soft-
ware to access photos, user locations
and other data. In a post Thursday on
the blog of Google’s Project Zero securi-
ty taskforce, cyber experts did not name
the hacked websites hosting the attacks,
but estimated they received thousands
of visitors a week.  

“Simply visiting the hacked site was
enough for the exploit server to attack
your device, and if it was successful,
install a monitoring implant,” said Project
Zero’s Ian Beer. Once installed, the mali-
cious software “primarily focused on
stealing files and uploading live location
data,” Beer said, adding it had been able
to access encrypted messenger apps like
Telegram, WhatsApp and iMessage.

Google hangouts and Gmail had also
been affected, he added in the post,
which provided a detailed breakdown of
how the malicious software targeted and
exploited iPhone vulnerabilities. Most of
the vulnerabilities targeted were found in

the iPhone’s default Safari web browser,
Beer said, adding that the Project Zero
team had discovered them in almost
every operating system from iOS 10
through to the current iOS 12 version.

Once embedded in a user’s iPhone,
the malicious software sent back stolen
data, including live user location data
back to a “command and control server”
every 60 seconds. Beer said Google had
informed Apple of the attacks in
February, and Apple subsequently
released a security patch for the iOS 12.1.
Long the driver of Apple’s money-mak-
ing machine, iPhone revenue overall was
down 12 percent from last year to $26
billion. The tech giant sent out invitations
on Thursday to a September event at its
Silicon Valley campus where it is expect-
ed to unveil a new-generation iPhone.

YouTube privacy claims
In related news, Google will pay $150-

200 million to settle allegations YouTube
violated a children’s privacy law while
gathering data to better target its adverts,
US media reports said Friday. The US
Federal Trade Commission agreed the
amount of the settlement against YouTube
parent Google, which if approved by the
Justice Department would be the largest
settlement in a case involving children’s
privacy, the New York Times reported.

The allegations against YouTube were
made by privacy groups who said the
platform had violated laws protecting
children’s privacy by gathering data on
users under the age of 13 without

obtaining permission from parents,
Politico reported. The FTC is expected
to announce its decision on the settle-
ment in September, the New York Times
said. US regulators have long argued
Google fails to protect children from
harmful content and data collection on
its YouTube platform.

Advocacy group The Center for
Digital Democracy said in a statement
that the proposed settlement would be
“woefully low” given Google’s size and
revenue, and called on the FTC to
“enjoin Google from committing further

violations” of children’s privacy law.
Google remains the money-making
engine for parent company Alphabet,
with most of its revenue coming from
digital ads, which accounted for $116 bil-
lion of the $136 billion the Silicon Valley-
based company took in last year. In
January, France’s CNIL data watchdog
slapped Google with a record 50-mil-
lion-euro fine for failing to meet the EU’s
tough General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), which came into
force early last year. Google is appealing
the fine. —AFP

CHONGQING: This photo taken on August 26, 2019 shows people gathering at a
Google booth during the 2019 Smart China Expo. —AFP

Amazon and Indian 
trader group in big 
spat over discounts
NEW DELHI: Amazon.com defended its
business strategies in India as it came
under fire from a local trader group on
Friday over discounted products on the
global e-commerce giant’s website. New e-
commerce foreign investment rules that
took effect in India from February were
designed to help small traders by curbing
heavy online discounting, but traders have
complained that big online retailers use
complex business structures to circumvent
the rules and continue to burn billions of
dollars to offer discounts.

The issue has become one of the biggest

trade irritants between New Delhi and
Washington. At an open panel discussion
on Friday - organised by India’s competi-
tion watchdog - the Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) reiterated its con-
cerns to Amazon’s senior corporate coun-
sel, Rahul Sundaram, sparking a heated
public confrontation. The CAIT represents
500,000 merchants and traders in India.

Sundaram said Amazon was abiding by
all the rules and does not influence prices
of products its website, adding that the
company provides growth opportunities to
more than 500,000 sellers online. The
trade body, however, was in no mood to
accept Sundaram’s statement. CAIT’s
Praveen Khandelwal pointed out to
Sundaram that an air conditioning unit
available at 42,000 rupees in the offline
retail market was sold for 35,000 rupees
on Amazon’s website and asked what

“magic” was used to offer such a discount.
Sundaram hit back with a personal

example, saying he had once spent half a
day once walking around New Delhi mar-
kets to buy an air conditioner and managed
to secure a discount of 6,000 rupees. “It is
a factor of the entire retail market that you
will get discounts,” he said. The new rules
introduced in February followed complaints
from small traders who said that the e-
commerce giants used their control over
inventory from affiliated vendors to create
an unfair marketplace.

In June the Indian government warned
Amazon and Walmart’s Flipkart that they
must ensure compliance with the new reg-
ulation, adding that it will not allow deep
discounts that affect small shopkeepers. At
one point during Friday’s discussion,
Amazon’s Sundaram said the company’s 57
warehouses in India provide logistics sup-

port to small sellers and traders, which
served only to rile Khandelwal further. “We
are not small ... Don’t call us small, please,”
came the CAIT representative’s angry
retort. —Reuters

LILLE: A picture taken on August 28, 2019
shows the logo of US online store applica-
tion Amazon displayed on a tablet. —AFP

Telegram moves 
to protect identity 
of HK protesters
WASHINGTON: Telegram, a popular encrypted messaging app,
will allow users to cloak their telephone numbers to safeguard
Hong Kong protesters against monitoring by authorities, accord-
ing to a person with direct knowledge of the effort. The update to
Telegram, planned for release over the next few days, will allow

protesters to prevent mainland Chinese and Hong Kong authori-
ties from discovering their identities in the app’s large group
chats. Hong Kong’s Security Bureau told Reuters it has “been
acting responsibly to deal with the current difficult time with a
view to restoring the public order”. It declined to comment about
whether it had tried to identify protesters by using the Telegram
app. China’s Foreign Ministry, the Cyberspace Administration of
China (CAC) and the Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office did
not immediately respond to a request for comment outside of
business hours.

Thousands of Hong Kong protesters take their cues from more
than 100 groups on Telegram, according to protest organizers and
supporters. Protesters use encrypted apps like Telegram to mobi-

lize swiftly through multiple group chats, with less risk of police
infiltration, an in-depth report published by Reuters earlier this
month said. The groups are used to post everything from news on
upcoming protests to tips on dousing tear gas canisters fired by
the police to the identities of suspected undercover police and the
access codes to buildings in Hong Kong where protesters can hide.

Some protesters express concern that authorities could use
the movement’s reliance on Telegram to monitor and arrest
organizers. Telegram chat groups used to organize public
protests are often accessible to anyone and participants use
pseudonyms. Telegram allows users to search for other users by
uploading phone numbers. This function allows a new user to
quickly learn whether those in a phone’s contact book are

already using the app, the group said.
Some protesters say they believe Chinese or Hong Kong secu-

rity officials have exploited the function by uploading large quanti-
ties of phone numbers. Reuters was unable to determine if this has
occurred. The app automatically matches phone numbers with the
user names in the group. Authorities then only need to request the
owners of the phone numbers from the local telecom service in
order to learn the users’ true identities. Telegram has detected evi-
dence that Hong Kong or mainland Chinese authorities may have
uploaded numbers to identify protesters, said the person with
direct knowledge of the situation. But it is unclear whether authori-
ties have successfully used this tactic to locate protesters.
Telegram did not respond to a request for comment. —Reuters


