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LONDON: Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s Brexit plan was
facing mounting legal, political and diplomatic challenges
as Ireland accused Britain of being unreasonable and for-
mer British leader John Major sought to stop the suspen-
sion of parliament. The ultimate outcome of Britain’s tortu-
ous three-year Brexit crisis remains unclear with options
ranging from a frantic departure without an exit deal or a
last-minute agreement to an election or referendum that
could cancel the whole endeavor.

Johnson, the face of the Vote Leave campaign in the
2016 referendum, has promised to lead the United
Kingdom out of the European Union in two months with or
without a divorce deal, a threat he hopes will convince the
bloc to give him the exit deal he wants. In the eye of the
Brexit maelstrom, though, Johnson was under mounting
pressure: opponents in parliament were plotting to tear up
his Brexit plans or topple his government, while his sus-
pension of parliament was under scrutiny in the courts.

Johnson’s bid to get the insurance policy for the Irish
border changed were bluntly dismissed by Dublin which
said London was being totally unreasonable. “Boris
Johnson is outlining a very clear and firm position but it
is a totally unreasonable position that the EU cannot
facilitate and he must know that,” Irish Foreign Minister
Simon Coveney said in an interview with Ireland’s
Newstalk radio.

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said Britain
should make concrete proposals as soon as possible but
that the EU could not imagine reopening the Withdrawal
Agreement that Johnson’s predecessor Theresa May
agreed with Brussels in November. Britain insisted it had
made proposals on the border backstop and that it was
“untrue” to suggest it had not. The government said British
negotiators would hold twice-weekly talks with EU offi-
cials next month in an attempt to rework the Brexit agree-
ment that Britain’s parliament has repeatedly rejected.

Brexit ensnared
With just two months until the United Kingdom is

due to leave the EU, Johnson’s decision to ask Queen
Elizabeth to suspend parliament was under challenge
from three separate court proceedings. The queen on
Aug 28 approved Johnson’s order to suspend parlia-
ment from as early as Sept 9 to Oct 14, a move that

ensures parliament would sit for around four days less
than it had been expected to.

Former Prime Minister John Major, whose 1990-1997
premiership included the 1992 disorderly exit of the
pound from the Exchange Rate Mechanism, asked to
join one of the proceedings to block Johnson’s order. A
Scottish court will hear arguments on Sept 3, a case
brought by campaigner Gina Miller will be heard on
Sept 5 and a Northern Irish court will hear a separate
case on Sept 6. Ultimately, the cases could be combined
to go to the Supreme Court - the final court of appeal in
the United Kingdom which hears cases of the gravest
constitutional importance.

“Legal proceedings can be fast-tracked as the
judges in the case determine,” Robert Blackburn, pro-

fessor of constitutional law at King’s College London
said. “If the case of those bringing the legal proceed-
ings wins, the Supreme Court could quash and/or
declare unlawful the Privy Council order authorizing the
forthcoming prorogation,” said Blackburn. 

In parliament, the battle for Brexit was due to begin
in earnest on Sept. 3 when lawmakers return from their
summer break and will try to either topple the govern-
ment or force through a law designed to prevent Britain
leaving the EU without an exit deal. — Reuters
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MIAMI: Hurricane Dorian strengthened into an
“extremely dangerous” storm on Friday as it bore
down on the Bahamas and the east coast of the US
state of Florida. Bahamas Prime Minister Hubert
Minnis urged residents of the Atlantic Ocean archi-
pelago in the path of the “very powerful and poten-
tially life-threatening hurricane” to seek safety.

The Miami-based National Hurricane Center
(NHC) said Dorian, which is expected to make land-
fall in the Bahamas today and in Florida late Monday
or Tuesday, “has strengthened to an extremely dan-
gerous Category 4 hurricane” on a five-level scale.
The storm has winds near 140 miles per hour (220
kilometers per hour), according to the NHC. “A pro-
longed period of life-threatening storm surge and
devastating hurricane-force winds are likely in por-
tions of the northwestern Bahamas, where a hurricane
warning is in effect,” the NHC said.

‘Very great danger’ 
Minnis, the Bahamas prime minister, told a press

conference that the storm was life-threatening.
“Those who refuse to evacuate place themselves in
very great danger... Do not put your life and those of
your loved ones at unnecessary risk. “Do not be fool-
ish and try to brave out this hurricane,” Minnis said.
“The price you may pay for not evacuating is your
life.” With the path of the storm still uncertain, coastal
Florida residents were not under evacuation orders
yet but stocked up on food, water and other supplies
and made preparations to flee their homes.

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis issued a statewide
declaration of emergency and urged its millions of
residents to prepare for what he said could be a
“major event.” “We’re anticipating a massive amount
of flooding,” DeSantis said. “We urge all Floridians to
have seven days’ worth of food, medicine, and water.”
“If you’re in an evacuation zone and you’re ordered
to evacuate, please do so,” DeSantis said. The Florida
National Guard said about 2,000 service members
had been mobilized so far and another 2,000 would
be on Saturday.

‘Absolute monster’ 
President Donald Trump, whose Mar-a-Lago golf

club is located in Palm Beach in Florida, said Dorian
was “looking like it could be an absolute monster”
and canceled a trip to Poland to stay behind and
focus on preparations for the storm. “All indications
are it’s going to hit very hard,” Trump said in a video.
“Some people said bigger or at least as big as
Andrew,” a Category 5 storm that left 65 people dead
in 1992, he said. Trump declared a state of emergency
in Florida authorizing federal assistance to supple-
ment state and local efforts. Georgia - another south-
eastern state that could be in the storm’s path - has
declared a state of emergency for 12 counties.

Governor Brian Kemp said the hurricane “has the
potential to produce catastrophic impacts to citizens”
throughout the southeast coastal region of the United
States. Trump warned that Georgia “is very much in
(the hurricane’s) path also. Georgia could be very
much affected.” The US Coast Guard said ocean-
going commercial vessels should make plans to leave
south Florida ports. A number of schools announced
that classes would be canceled until at least Tuesday. 

Orlando International Airport said it would halt
commercial flights at 2:00 am on Monday “out of an
abundance of caution.” Orlando is the main airport
for nearby Disney World. NASA is also close by and
the US space agency said it was moving an enormous
mobile rocket launcher from a launch pad into a vehi-
cle assembly building to protect it from the storm. A
Rolling Stones concert in Miami originally scheduled
for Saturday night was moved up by a day due to the
weather forecast, the band said on its Twitter
account. — AFP 
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Paris suburb pioneers 
‘noise radar’ to fine 
roaring motorcycles
PARIS: Motorcycles thundering through residential
neighborhoods, revving their engines and waking
up every child in the street, may soon be a thing of
the past in France. A Paris suburb is trying out a
new system that can identify noisy vehicles, pin-
point their location and automatically ticket them.
The device, which the mayor calls a “noise radar”,
has been installed on a lamppost in the centre of
Villeneuve-le-Roi, a town next to Paris Orly airport.

It will be activated as soon as a new government
draft law permitting such systems is passed, said
Mayor Didier Gonzales. The town will link the
sound recordings to police CCTV cameras and
automatically issue tickets to offenders. “Noise is
the bane of modern life and a major health issue. It
hurts people like secondary smoking does,” said
Gonzales, who is also head of noise pollution
agency Bruitparif.

The draft law, expected to be voted on this
autumn, will allow local authorities to experiment
with systems to record and fine riders who exceed
noise limits. France already has legislation limiting
vehicle noise, but it is hard to enforce as it relies on
police catching offenders individually. “We have
nothing against Ferraris or Harley Davidsons, but
their owners sometimes like to demonstrate their
vehicles’ power and the noise really troubles resi-
dents,” said Villeneuve official Remy Jourdan.

The new device, developed by Bruitparif engi-
neers, has four microphones that measure decibel
levels every tenth of a second and can triangulate
where a sound originates. It displays a picture of
an acoustic wake as a trace of colored dots behind
a moving source of loud noise, such as a souped-
up motorcycle. “With this tool, it is not possible to
dispute who made the noise,” said Gonzalez.
Nearly 40 of the devices have been in operation
for several months near busy bars in Paris enter-
tainment areas, and another 17 have been installed
at major building sites, Bruitparif director Fanny
Mietlicki said. 

Bruitparif is now beginning to track vehicle noise
and also installed one in Saint-Forget, a hilly rural area
near Paris popular with motorcyclists. In September it
will install two in central Paris. — Reuters

Georgia warns of 
risk of ‘confrontation’ 
with South Ossetia
TBILISI: Georgia warned Friday of the risk of a “serious
confrontation” with Russia-backed South Ossetia after the
breakaway region demanded that Georgian authorities
remove a checkpoint on its disputed boundary.  The
Georgian foreign ministry said it observed “mobilization of
military equipment and personnel” near the village of
Chorchana, where the checkpoint has been set up. The sit-
uation risks “escalating into a serious confrontation,”
Georgia foreign ministry spokeswoman Mari
Narchemashvili said. 

At talks mediated by the EU and the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) on
Thursday, South Ossetia demanded that Georgian police
dismantle the checkpoint before 0300 GMT on Friday,
according to one of the delegates at the meeting.  “If this
condition is not met, the government (of South Ossetia)
will take all legal measures to ensure security of the South
Ossetian people and protect the state border,” South
Ossetian delegate Yegor Kochiev said in televised remarks. 

Kochiev is a delegate to the Incident Prevention and
Response Mechanism (IPRM), which meets to discuss the
security situation under EU and OSCE mediation. South

Ossetia officials say the checkpoint is right next to the vil-
lage of Uista, known as Tsnelisi in Georgia. Later Friday,
the Russian-backed breakaway republic’s president
Anatoly Bibilov ordered that a checkpoint be erected
nearby, and security officials announced they were starting
a “humanitarian operation,” without giving details. “I hope
Georgia... will do everything to resolve the instability they
caused by their illegal actions,” Bibilov was quoted as say-
ing by Russian agencies. “Resolving this issue by force
would be highly undesirable.”

The US State Department in a statement said it was
“monitoring reports of military build-up” in the area and
called on all parties to “avoid escalation.” Russia’s foreign
ministry called for “restraint”, while accusing Tbilisi of
“deliberately fuelling tensions at the border in recent
months through provocations and propaganda campaigns
backed by the West”. On Thursday, the OSCE said in a
statement that “recent developments along the administra-
tive boundary line had negatively impacted the overall
security situation.”

There had been “intense exchanges” at the meeting
about the border post although the talks had been cut
short, the statement said, without giving further details.
The boundary line has become contentious in the wake of
spiraling tensions between Tbilisi and Moscow over
Georgia’s aspirations to join EU and NATO. The two
fought a brief war in  2008 over South Ossetia and anoth-
er breakaway region Abkhazia. The war-which claimed the
lives of hundreds of people from both sides-erupted after
Tbilisi launched a large-scale military offensive against
Moscow-backed South Ossetian forces which had been
shelling Georgian villages.

Russian forces bombed targets across the country and
occupied swathes of its territory before withdrawing to
the two separatist enclaves. After the conflict, which ended
thanks to a French-mediated ceasefire, the Kremlin recog-
nized South Ossetia and Abkhazia as independent states
and stationed permanent military bases there. Tbilisi and
its Western partners have condemned the move as an “ille-
gal occupation” of what amounts to 20 percent of
Georgia’s sovereign territory. — AFP 

TBILISI: Georgian special police patrol the Georgian-South
Ossetian border at a check point in the Kvemo Kartli
region some 120 km outside Tbilisi. — AFP 

US woman left to 
give birth alone in 
jail cell sues city 
WASHINGTON: A Colorado woman is suing the city of
Denver for causing her “unnecessary terror, pain and
humiliation” after she was left alone in her jail cell while
giving birth. Video footage of the harrowing ordeal
shows Diana Sanchez, now 27, going into labor the morn-
ing of July 31, 2018. Despite repeated calls for help, no
guards or medical personnel entered her cell until she
gave birth to her son.

“What should have been one of the happiest days of
her life was instead a day of unnecessary terror, pain and
humiliation that continues to cause her ongoing emotion-
al trauma,” Sanchez’s lawyer Mari Newman said in a
complaint filed Wednesday. The suit claims the city and
county of Denver, Denver Health Medical Center and six
sheriff’s deputies and nurses “utterly failed to satisfy their
legal and moral duty.”

US Senator Kamal Harris, a candidate for the 2020
Democratic presidential nomination, has weighed in on the
issue, tweeting: “The inhuman treatment of detained preg-
nant women cannot be ignored.” Sanchez had been arrest-
ed for charges of identity fraud on July 14, 2018, and was
awaiting trial. According to the complaint, she was more
than eight months pregnant when she was arrested.

Denver Health personnel were aware that Sanchez was
pregnant, and that she was going through opiate with-
drawal, making her imminent labor particularly risky, the
complaint said.

‘Totally disorganized’
The day she gave birth, Sanchez told the deputies “at

least eight times” that she was experiencing contractions.
She also told them when her water broke. The guards were
also able to monitor her situation via live video feed from
her cell and informed the jail nurse of Sanchez’s situation,
the complaint said. Instead of calling an ambulance for
Sanchez, the deputies and nurse on duty gave her an
absorbent pad to sit on and requested a non-emergency
van to take her to the hospital after they had finished
booking in new inmates.

After almost six hours of labor, Sanchez gave birth to a
boy. Only then did medical personnel enter her cell, and
Sanchez and her son were taken to a hospital 30 minutes
later. “The Denver Health nursing staff proved totally dis-
organized and unprepared to care” for either the infant or
his mother, Newman wrote in the complaint, noting that
the staff either had not prepared or could not find the nec-
essary post-birth equipment.

An internal investigation was conducted after the inci-
dent, which determined that “the Deputy Sheriffs took the
appropriate actions under the circumstances and followed
the relevant policies and procedures,” according to a sher-
iff’s department statement released last November. “As a
result, (Denver Sheriff’s Department) policy was clarified
to mandate that when an inmate is in labor an emergency
ambulance will be called,” the statement said. — AFP 

DENVER: This screen grab from a video shows Diana Sanchez going into labor the morning of July 31, 2018
alone in her jail cell in Denver.  —  AFP 

MANCHESTER: Demonstrators hold up placards they join a protest against the move to suspend parlia-
ment in the final weeks before Brexit in Manchester, north-west England yesterday. — AFP 


