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VIENNA: Iran has gone further in breaching its nuclear
deal with world powers, increasing its stock of enriched
uranium and refining it to a greater purity than allowed,
the UN atomic agency report said on Friday. The quarterly
report from the International Atomic Energy Agency,
which is policing the 2015 deal, confirms Iran is progres-
sively backing out of the deal in retaliation for
Washington’s withdrawal form the accord and renewal of
sanctions that have hit Iranian oil sales. 

Iran has said it will breach the deal’s limits on its nuclear
activities one by one, ratcheting up pressure on parties
who still hope to save it. US President Donald Trump has
offered to hold talks with Iran on a broader deal but
Tehran says first it must get relief from US sanctions.

In July, the IAEA said Iran exceeded both a 202.8-kg
limit on its enriched uranium stock and its 3.67% cap on
the fissile purity to which it is allowed to refine uranium. In
a verbal update on July 10, the IAEA said Iran was enrich-
ing uranium to 4.5% purity and had stockpiled 213.5 kg of
enriched uranium. Friday’s quarterly report to member
states obtained by Reuters said Iran has accumulated
241.6 kg of enriched uranium and is enriching at around
the same level as before, up to 4.5%.

Iran’s enriched uranium stock is still a fraction of the
tons it possessed before the deal. Its enrichment level is
also well short of the 20% it reached before the deal and
the roughly 90% that is considered weapons-grade. Its
breaches have therefore not yet made much difference to
the time it would need to obtain enough fissile material for
a nuclear bomb if it sought one. The deal - which set
nuclear restrictions in exchange for sanctions relief -
extended that time to roughly a year from a few months.

Looming deadline
Iran has threatened to take further steps by Sept 6,

such as enriching to 20% or restarting mothballed cen-
trifuges, machines that enrich uranium. The report also
hinted at less than ideal cooperation from Iran, saying:

“Ongoing interactions between the Agency and Iran ...
require full and timely cooperation by Iran. The Agency
continues to pursue this objective with Iran.”

A senior diplomat added, however, that Iran had not
changed its level of cooperation and IAEA inspectors were
able to visit all the locations in the country they needed to.
The message was an encouragement to do more to help
answer outstanding questions rather than provide access,
he added, without elaborating. Diplomats have often said
Iran has dragged its feet while stopping short of crossing
the IAEA’s red lines. 

Undamaged satellite 
Iran showed off an undamaged satellite yesterday, days

after a rocket exploded on its launchpad in the third failed
launch of the year, which US President Donald Trump had
tweeted about hours earlier. The United States has
warned Iran against rocket launches, fearing the technolo-
gy used to put satellites into orbit could help it develop
the ballistic missile capability needed to launch nuclear
warheads, though Tehran denies its activity is a cover for
such development.

On Friday, Trump posted on Twitter a photo of what
appeared to be the site of a failed Iranian satellite launch,
raising questions about whether he had disclosed US sur-
veillance secrets. Reporters were shown the Nahid 1
(Venus 1) satellite at a state-run lab yesterday, Iranian
news agencies said.

Asked about the explosion that led to the failed
launch, Mohammad Javad Azari-Jahromi, the communi-
cations minister, said the defense ministry should
announce incident details, Iran’s semi-official Mehr news
agency said. “But what we do know is that the Nahid
satellite is still being prepared at the Iranian Space
Research Institute,” he added. Earlier, in a Twitter post,
Jahromi said, “Me & Nahid 1 right now. Good Morning
Donald Trump!” along with a picture that purported to
show him with the satellite.

The rocket exploded on its launch pad on Thursday, an
Iranian official had told Reuters, although Iranian media
did not report the failed launch. A US official also said Iran
suffered a satellite launch failure. Trump’s administration
has ratcheted up economic pressure on Iran this year with

sanctions to try to force it to renegotiate a 2015 pact with
world powers limiting its nuclear program. Trump with-
drew the United States from the pact in May last year.
Trump has offered to hold talks with Iran but Tehran says
it must first get relief from US sanctions. — Agencies 

Iran goes further in breaching 
nuke deal, IAEA report shows

Iran shows off undamaged satellite after failed launch

TEHRAN: A handout picture provided by the Iranian presidential office shows Iranian-made air defense mis-
sile system Bavar 373 (believe in farsi) during a ceremony in Tehran.—- AFP 

Syria, Russia step 
up assault on
rebel stronghold 
BEIRUT: Syria and its ally Russia have
stepped up an offensive against the last
big stronghold of Syrian rebels, mounting
more air raids and deploying ground
reinforcements including Iranian-backed
militias, army defectors and residents
said. The Russian-led alliance is pushing
into densely populated parts of Idlib
province in the northwest where millions
of people who fled fighting elsewhere in
Syria have taken refuge.

The northwest offensive has prompted
UN warnings of a new humanitarian crisis
amid the gains by Damascus and its part-
ner Moscow, which has helped President
Bashar Al-Assad turn the tide in the
eight-year-old conflict since intervening
in 2015. Moving deeper into territory
along the Turkish border, the advance
took the town of Tamaneh after earlier
capturing Khwain, Zarzoor and Tamanah
farms, the defectors and residents said.

They were the first gains since the
alliance, battling a coalition of jihadists
and mainstream Turkey-backed rebels,
seized a main rebel pocket in nearby
Hama province last week. The offensive
has been reinforced by elite army units

and Iranian-backed militias, the defectors
and residents said. “There are daily rein-
forcements coming from the Iranian mili-
tias, elite Republican Guards units and
Fourth Armored Division,” Colonel
Mustafa Bakour, a commander in Jaish al
Izza rebel group, told Reuters.

Jets flying at high altitude dropped
bombs on the outskirts of Idlib city, the
heavily-populated provincial capital. The
aircraft were believed to be Russian,
according to activists who track the war-
planes’ activities. Russia’s defense min-
istry said Syrian government forces will
unilaterally cease fire in the “de-escala-
tion zone” in Idlib region on Saturday
morning, TASS news agency said.

Turkey, Russia and Iran agreed in 2017
to make Idlib a de-escalation zone to
reduce fighting, although the terms were
never made public and the deal did not
include jihadist groups. Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said earlier this month that
Russia had military personnel on the
ground in Idlib province. In recent weeks,
Moscow sent more special forces that
helped break months of stalemate on
frontlines where rebels had been holding
the army back, Western intel l igence
sources have said. Rebel resistance has
been eroded by relentless air strikes
against civilian areas since the advance
began in late April. The campaign has
destroyed dozens of hospitals, schools
and civil defense centers, paralysing life in
rebel-held areas. — Reuters

Trump’s Iran photo 
tweet raises worries 
about disclosure of 
surveillance secrets
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump on Friday posted on Twitter
a photo of what appeared to be the site of a failed Iranian satellite launch,
raising questions about whether he had disclosed US surveillance secrets.
The black-and-white photo showed the fire-blasted launch site at a space
center in northern Iran including a damaged gantry service tower and a
downed mobile erector launcher.

Trump, in his tweet, cited the specific location of the site, saying the
United States was not involved in the “catastrophic accident during final
launch preparations for the Safir SLV Launch at Semnan Launch Site One
in Iran.” Speaking to reporters at the White House later on Friday, Trump
defended his posting of the photo and reiterated that the United States
had nothing to do with the incident. “We had a photo. I released it, which I
have the absolute right to do,” Trump said.

He said the Iranians “were going to set off a big missile and it didn’t
work out too well. Had nothing to do with us.” The rocket exploded on its
launch pad on Thursday, an Iranian official said. A US official also said Iran
suffered a satellite launch failure. “I wish Iran best wishes and good luck
in determining what happened at Site One,” Trump said in his tweet.
Patrick Eddington, a former CIA satellite imagery analyst, said the photo-
graph tweeted by Trump appeared to be a classified image taken by a US
spy satellite.

“If the president simply tweeted out an image from classified briefing
that utilizes our most advanced overhead collection capabilities, it is no
doubt welcome news to our adversaries,” said Eddington, now a research
fellow at the CATO Institute. “While he has the authority to declassify any
federal document, Twitter is not a legitimate or responsible way to do so.”

A US defense official told CNBC that the picture, which appeared to
be a snapshot of a physical copy of the satellite image, was included in
an intelligence briefing on Friday. The Pentagon did not have any imme-
diate comment. The United States has warned Iran against rocket
launches, fearful the technology used to put satellites into orbit could
enable Tehran to develop the ballistic missile capability needed to
launch nuclear warheads. — Reuters

Mass arrivals of 
migrants into 
Ceuta, Lesbos 
MADRID: More than 150 migrants forced their way into Spain’s overseas
territory of Ceuta on Friday, hours after 540 people alighted in Greece as
pressure on southern European states continues despite an overall drop in
arrivals. The mass arrivals come after several charity ships that rescued
migrants off the coast of Libya were denied access to Italian ports by out-
going hardline interior minister Matteo Salvini. 

On Friday, another such vessel belonging to charity Mediterranea
Saving Humans warned of an impending health emergency on board as
it was stuck at sea after being banned from entering Italian waters.
According to the latest data from the International Organization for
Migration (IOM), more than 46,500 people had crossed the
Mediterranean to Europe this year to August 28 and another 909 died
in the attempt. 

This marks a drop from the same period last year when over 68,000
people crossed and 1,562 died. But southern European nations still bear
the brunt of these arrivals. On Thursday, Spain’s acting deputy prime
minister Carmen Calvo said Europe should step in more. “The countries
that don’t have maritime borders also need to assume shared responsi-
bility,” she told lawmakers.

Climbing the fence
In Spain’s north African enclave of Ceuta early on Friday, taking advan-

tage of misty weather, 155 migrants stormed the barbed wire border that
separates it from Morocco. Some of them clambered over while others
broke through a door in the fence. “They are all from sub-Saharan Africa,
the majority from Guinea,” a spokesman for the central government’s
office in Ceuta told AFP. Ceuta and Melilla, another Spanish enclave, rep-
resent the European Union’s only lander borders with Africa. 

All in all, though, the number of migrants arriving in both cities this year
has dropped to just over 18 percent to 3,427 compared with 2018, accord-
ing to the latest interior ministry figures. This is the first time in a year that

migrants have managed to storm the barbed wire fence in Ceuta as a
group, the spokesman said. 

Once on Spanish territory, they are usually taken to a migrant recep-
tion centre where they can ask for asylum. But Madrid has been known to
send migrants back to Morocco. In August last year, Spain sent back 116
migrants who had forced their way into Ceuta in a mass expulsion con-
demned by human rights activists. It is as yet unclear what will happen in
this case. In Greece, meanwhile, around 540 migrants arrived Thursday
evening on the island of Lesbos on board 13 boats from nearby Turkey,
including 240 children. They were transferred to the cramped Moria
migrant camp where there are “nearly 11,000 people for a capacity of just
3,000,” medical charity Doctors without Borders (MSF) said. 

A Greek diplomatic source, who refused to be named, said Athens had
informed the European Union about this “unprecedented rise” in the num-
ber of migrants. Greece has overtaken Spain this year to become the main
entry point for migrants seeking to get to Europe. At least 23,200 people
have arrived by sea so far this year, according to the IOM. — AFP

Sanctions-hit bank 
denies Hezbollah ties
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s central bank said it would guarantee all “legiti-
mate deposits” in the newly sanctioned Jammal Trust Bank, which on
Friday rejected US allegations that it helps to fund Iran-backed
Hezbollah. Washington hit the bank and its subsidiaries with sanc-
tions on Thursday for allegedly facilitating the financial activities of
the Shiite Hezbollah movement in Lebanon. 

The US Treasury Department accused the bank of funneling mon-
ey to the families of suicide bombers. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said the United States is determined to cut off support in
Lebanon for heavily armed Hezbollah, which Washington classifies as
a terrorist group. Lebanon’s central bank Governor Riad Salameh
told Reuters on Friday that it would guarantee money put in the bank
by depositors not subject to sanctions.

Jammal Trust, a 50-year-old private commercial bank in Lebanon,
said it “unequivocally denies all the allegations” that prompted what
it described as “surprising” sanctions. The bank’s statement said it
has “unwavering commitment to ... international regulations on coun-
tering money laundering and terrorism financing”. Jammal Trust Bank
has 25 branches in Lebanon and representative offices in Nigeria, the
Ivory Coast and Britain, its website says.

The bank is a relatively small lender. It had net assets of 1,600 bil-
lion Lebanese pounds ($1 billion) at the end of 2017, according to the
annual report on the latest year for which data is available.

Washington has sought to choke off Hezbollah’s funding world-
wide, with sanctions among a slew of steps against Tehran since US
President Donald Trump withdrew last year from a 2015 international
nuclear deal with Iran. Finance Minister Ali Hassan Khalil joined
Salameh in seeking to reassure depositors.

“I am certain of the banking sector’s ability to absorb the
implications ... and guarantee the money of depositors,” he wrote
on Twitter, adding that the central bank is “doing what is neces-
sary”. The Lebanese government has vowed to make urgent
progress on reforms to ease economic troubles that prompted
ratings agency Fitch to cut the country’s credit rating this month.
Lebanon has one of the world’s heaviest public debt burdens at
150% of GDP. The impetus to enact reforms has grown with the
slowdown of deposits into its banking sector, a critical source of
finance for the state. — Reuters

CEUTA: A migrant forces his way into the Spanish territory of Ceuta.
Over 150 migrants made their way into Ceuta after storming a barbed-
wire border fence with Morocco. — AFP 


