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US blacklists Iranian oil tanker 
Adrian Darya in Mediterranean
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Tehran accuses Washington of engaging in ‘piracy and threats’
WASHINGTON: The United States has blacklisted
the Iranian tanker Adrian Darya, saying it had “reliable
information” it was transporting oil to Syria in defiance
of wide-ranging sanctions on the regime of Bashar Al-
Assad. Previously known as Grace 1, the vessel was
seized in July by British Royal Marines and held in
Gibraltar for six weeks on suspicion it was delivering
oil for Tehran’s ally Damascus. 

The oil tanker at the center of a dispute between
Washington and Tehran is no longer heading towards
Turkey’s Iskenderun port and now has no specified
destination, Refinitiv ship tracking data showed yester-
day. Refinitiv tracking data registered the ship’s desti-
nation as “for order”, after previously listing it as
Iskenderun. “For order” usually means a vessel is avail-
able for charter.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
accused the United States on Twitter of engaging in
“piracy and threats” to stop Tehran selling oil to tradi-
tional clients. The British territory released the ship-
despite US protests-after it said it had received writ-
ten assurances from Iran that the vessel would not
head for countries under European Union sanctions.
Tehran later denied it had made any promises about
the ship’s destination. “We have reliable information
that the tanker is underway and headed to Tartus,
Syria,” US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said in a

tweet Friday.
The US Department of Treasury said the vessel was

“blocked property” under an anti-terrorist order, and
“anyone providing support to the Adrian Darya 1 risks
being sanctioned”. The ship’s captain, Akhilesh Kumar,
was also blacklisted under the order. Since its release
from Gibraltar, the Adrian Darya has been bouncing
around the Mediterranean, its every move followed
with intense speculation. The vessel was in waters
north of Cyprus as of 0745 GMT, according to the
MarineTraffic tracking website.

Lebanon had earlier dismissed Turkish claims that it
would receive the ship, which has a cargo of 2.1 million
barrels worth around $140 million. While Iran has
denied selling the oil to Damascus, experts said the
likely scenario was for a ship-to-ship transfer, with a
Syrian port as the final destination.

Maritime traffic monitors had shown that the Adrian
Darya’s latest listed destinations, which are not neces-
sarily the next approved port of call, were in Turkey.
After tracking sites showed Mersin as its destination, it
then switched to Iskenderun, prompting a reaction
from Turkey’s foreign minister Friday. “This tanker is
not heading actually to Iskenderun (in Turkey), this
tanker is heading to Lebanon,” Mevlut Cavusoglu said
during a visit to Oslo.
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Egyptian president arrives in Kuwait

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi on his arrival at the Kuwait International Airport yesterday.— KUNA

KUWAIT: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi,
accompanied by a delegation of officials, arrived in
Kuwait yesterday beginning an official visit during
which he would hold talks with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

The Egyptian president was welcomed at the air-
port by His Highness the Amir, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-

Ghanem, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and other
senior State officials. 

Advisor at the Amiri Diwan Khaled Yousef Al-Fulaij
is heading the honorary mission accompanying presi-
dent El-Sisi. The official delegation of president El-
Sisi includes Foreign Minister Sameh Shukry, head of
the presidential Diwan Major General Mustafa Sherif
and a number of government officials. — KUNA

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump will
welcome His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to the White House on

September 12, the White House said in a statement on
Friday. The visit “will build on the longstanding partner-
ship between the United States and Kuwait and further
strengthen our substantial economic and security ties,”
according to the statement. 

It added that “the two leaders are expected to dis-
cuss regional developments, bilateral security coopera-
tion, and counterterrorism issues.” — KUNA

Trump will host Amir at
White House on Sept 12 

GUWAHATI: People check their names on the final list of the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) at Buraburi village in Morigaon district of Assam yesterday. — AFP

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s ex-president Omar Al-Bashir (right) appears in court in the capital
Khartoum yesterday to face charges of illegal acquisition and use of foreign funds. — AFP

GUWAHATI: Almost two million people
in northeast India were left facing state-
lessness yesterday after they were
excluded from a citizenship list aimed at
weeding out “foreign infiltrators”, in a
process the central government wants to
replicate nationwide.

A total of 31.1 million people were
included in a National Register of Citizens
(NRC), but 1.9 million were deemed ineli-
gible, according to an official statement. A
large chunk of those excluded were
expected to be Muslims. Shahibul Haque
Shikdar, a Muslim college teacher, was

distraught after two of his children made it
to the list but he was left out.

“Even my father’s name is there in the
final NRC but I have been left out,” the
39-year-old told AFP. Assam has long
seen large influxes from elsewhere,
including under British colonial rule and
around Bangladesh’s 1971 war of inde-
pendence when millions fled into India.

For decades this has made Assam a
hotbed of inter-religious and ethnic ten-
sions. Sporadic violence has included the
1983 massacre of around 2,000 people.
Security was beefed up in Assam ahead
of the release of the NRC, with some
20,000 extra personnel brought in and
gatherings banned in some locations.
There were no disturbances reported
yesterday however. Anxious residents
had started queueing up since early
morning, braving rain
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RIYADH: Saudi Arabia created a new ministry
for industry and mineral resources, separating it
from the kingdom’s colossal energy ministry, and
replaced the powerful head of the royal court, in
a series of royal orders issued late on Friday.

Bandar Alkhorayef, an investor and industrial-
ist plucked from the private sector, was named to
head the new entity, which will become inde-
pendent on Jan 1. The move appears to diminish
the sprawling authority of Khalid Al-Falih, who
retains control of the energy portfolio and chair-
manship of state oil giant Saudi Aramco. Falih
had overseen more than half the Saudi economy
through the super-ministry, which was created in
2016 to help streamline new reforms. But despite
ambitious plans for industry and mining, the sec-
tors have seen relatively little development.

Saudi economist Fawaz Al-Fawaz said the split
was a step in the right direction but still not
enough. “There are scattered efforts in local
content and military manufacturing and a con-
stant lack of investment. We need more thought,”
he said on Twitter.

In a separate royal order, Fahd bin
Mohammed Al-Essa was appointed head of the
royal court, a powerful gatekeeper position in
the absolute monarchy. Essa was formerly the
head of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s
office at the defense ministry.

Former information minister Awwad Al-
Awwad was named new head of the official
human rights commission, and Mazen Al-
Khamous was made chairman of the national
anti-corruption commission, according to the
orders. Riyadh launched a sweeping anti-corrup-
tion campaign two years ago which netted
princes, senior officials and top businessmen.
One change announced on Friday affected one of
the most senior women in government. Deputy
labor minister Tamadur Al-Ramah was replaced
as Riyadh struggles to create jobs for its over-
whelmingly young population. — Reuters

Saudi separates 
industry and 
mining from 
energy ministry

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s ousted president
Omar Al-Bashir was charged in court
yesterday with illegal acquisition and use
of foreign funds, offences that could land
him behind bars for more than a decade.
Bashir, who was deposed in April follow-
ing months of mass protests against his

rule, appeared in court in a black metal
cage wearing the country’s traditional
white attire and turban. 

Judge Al-Sadiq Abdelrahman outlined
the charges at what was the third session
of the trial, saying foreign funds of multi-
ple currencies were found at his home.
Authorities had “seized 6.9 million euros,
$351,770 and 5.7 million Sudanese
pounds at (Bashir’s) home which he
acquired and used illegally”, said
Abdelrahman.

Speaking for the first time in court,
the 75-year-old Bashir said the seized 
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DAMASCUS: A delegation of at least 40 businessmen
from the United Arab Emirates attended a state-backed
trade fair in Syria’s capital, defying US warnings
against doing business with the government and asso-
ciates of President Bashar Al-Assad. The UAE, one of
Washington’s main regional allies, has started to forge
closer ties with Damascus. In December, it reopened its
embassy there, angering Washington.

Representatives attended from companies such as

construction firm Arabtec Holding, and other invest-
ment firms headed by prominent Emirati businessmen,
as well as members of the chambers of commerce,
delegates said. The delegates left Damascus on
Thursday and Friday.

Businesses are exploring trade possibilities and
assessing their aims and budget, said Farouk Assassa,
Senior Administration Manager at Essa Al-Ghurair, a
Dubai-based supply chain provider and trader of agri-
cultural commodities.

“This issue will take time to determine, but everything
happens gradually,” he told Reuters TV in Damascus. He
said he was not worried about the US warning that com-
panies dealing with the Syrian government could face
sanctions. The large size of the UAE delegation showed

others shared his view, he said. The US Embassy in Syria
wrote on Twitter on Aug 27 that it had received reports
that some regional businessmen or chambers of com-
merce planned to participate in the fair.

“We reiterate our warning that anyone doing busi-
ness (with the) Assad regime or its associates is expos-
ing themselves to the possibility of US sanctions,” it
said. “We repeat that it is unacceptable and inappropri-
ate for businesses, individuals, and chambers of com-
merce from outside Syria to participate,” it added. A
large UAE flag hung above the delegation stand where
companies exhibited their goods and promotional
material. The main sectors on display were concrete
products and real estate.
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