
Haringey chairman 
Achillea fears for 
football’s future 
after racism walk-off
LONDON: Haringey Borough chairman Aki Achillea
says football faces a worrying future unless racism is
stamped out after his team walked off the pitch follow-
ing alleged abuse in an FA Cup tie.

Just days after England’s Euro 2020 qualifier against
Bulgaria was twice stopped following racist abuse of
the visiting players in Sofia, there was another shameful
incident in the FA Cup fourth qualifying round.

Haringey goalkeeper Valery Pajetat and defender
Coby Rowe were subjected to what the non-league
club claimed was racial abuse from Yeovil Town fans.
Achillea said stones were thrown at Cameroonian
Pajetat, who was also allegedly spat at before Yeovil
scored a 64th minute penalty at Haringey’s Coles
Park Stadium.

After the penalty was scored, Rowe was allegedly

racially abused, prompting the Haringey players to
walk off and leading to the match being abandoned.
Haringey, who play in the Isthmian League Premier
Division, and Yeovil, who are in the fifth tier National
League, are the latest clubs to be affected by racism
in football.

Last season, Manchester City’s Raheem Sterling
and Arsenal’s Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang both
endured alleged racism from the stands, while there
have been numerous other incidents outside the
Premier League this term.

The sight of Bulgarian fans aiming monkey chants
and Nazi salutes at England players including Sterling
and Tyrone Mings eventually led to the resignations of
Bulgaria Football Union president Borislav Mihaylov
and manager Krasimir Balakov.

But football authorities are seemingly unable to curb
the recuring blight of racism, which was last a major
problem for the game in the 1970s and 1980s. Achillea
said he hoped the actions of his players would lead to a
major shake-up in the way the sport attacks racism.

“If the stand we have taken helps other clubs and
stops other people from being abused then it’s all been
worth it, whatever the personal cost to all of us,”
Achillea told the Guardian yesterday. 

“It will be worthless if nothing comes of this that
changes people’s perceptions and attitudes. “If we are
responsible for playing our part in identifying the prob-

lem, in helping people address the problem and people
recognising that they cannot do this at football matches
or anywhere in society, then I’ll be very proud that we
contributed to that, regardless of the massive impact on
us. “It’s reached the stage where people have realised
somewhere something has to be done but unfortunately
it happened to us in the most prestigious cup competi-
tion in the world. It upsets and worries me immensely
about the future.”

The Metropolitan Police are investigating the allega-
tions. The English Football Association said they were
was concerned by events and are working with the
match officials, the clubs and the relevant authorities to
determine appropriate action. — AFP

Real beaten 
as Barca go 
top of La Liga
MADRID: Barcelona sailed back to the top of the
table on Saturday and trouble returned to Real Madrid
after they endured their first La Liga defeat of the sea-
son at newly-promoted Real Mallorca.

Zinedine Zidane, David Beckham and Robinho were
in the last Madrid team to lose a league game at San
Moix in 2006 and 13 years later, Mallorca repeated the
trick thanks to a scintillating strike by Junior Lago in
the first half.

Alvaro Odriozola allowed Lago too much room to
cut inside and was then sent off late on, even if
Madrid’s attempts at a comeback looked doomed well
before they were reduced to 10. “The problem is we
have to show every three days that we are good,” Real
coach Zidane said. 

“That is what we don’t do. We have to be consistent.
We have to put more life into our game if we want to
achieve anything this year.” The 1-0 defeat halts the
resurgence of Zidane’s side just as Barcelona’s appears
to be gathering pace, a 3-0 win away at Eibar giving
the Catalans their fifth consecutive victory in all com-
petitions. Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and Antoine
Griezmann scored the goals.

In between, Atletico Madrid were pegged back by
Valencia as a brilliant Dani Parejo free-kick earned the
visitors a hard-earned 1-1 draw at the Wanda
Metropolitano. It means Barca will finish the weekend
top of the table for the first time this season as the
defending champions continue to leave their stumbling
start further behind them.

For Real, five games unbeaten and three of them vic-
tories had not erased the doubts, but at least seemed to
offer evidence Zidane’s team were turning a corner. But
Mallorca, who climb to 14th, deserved their triumph in
what is their first season back in the top flight since rele-
gation ended a run of 16 consecutive years there in 2013.

Lago collected the ball on the left in the seventh
minute, drove at the retreating Odriozola before cutting
inside and unleashing a shot into the far corner. Madrid
lacked purpose and cutting edge, with their hopes all
but dashed when Odriozola capped a miserable night
by flying in late on Lago in the 74th minute and collect-
ing a second yellow card.

Zidane will hope to have at least one of the injured
Luke Modric, Gareth Bale and Toni Kroos back for
their crucial Champions League group match away at
Galatasaray on Tuesday.

‘MSG’ FIRE FOR BARCA 
Barcelona’s autumn injury crisis is over and their

‘MSG’ attack is finally clicking into gear as Messi,
Suarez and Griezmann all scored in a ruthless win over
Eibar. Griezmann’s place in the newly-formed attacking
trident has not been secure but the Frenchman opened
the scoring at Ipurua before teeing up Messi and then
playing the crucial pass for Suarez to make it three.

“There will be good and bad days but we are get-
ting to know each other and bit by bit we will do even
better,” said Griezmann. Victory also dismissed sug-
gestions their players might be affected by Friday’s
postponement of next Saturday’s Clasico due to
protests in Catalonia.  

Barcelona’s fans chanted in support of the nine
Catalan leaders imprisoned last week for a failed inde-
pendence bid in 2017. The match against Real Madrid

is now expected to go ahead in December.
“It is fashionable not to agree on political issues but

at least let’s agree on the date of the Clasico,” Barca
coach Ernesto Valverde said afterwards. “It doesn’t
seem to me that difficult.” The only blot on the result
was an injury to Sergi Roberto, who will be a doubt for
the Champions League game at Slavia Prague on
Wednesday after hurting his left knee.

ATLETICO LOSE GROUND 
Atletico lost ground as they were undone by a late

Parejo free-kick at the Wanda Metropolitano, where
both sides finished the game with 10 men. Diego Costa
scored a first-half penalty and in a frantic final 10 min-
utes, Joao Felix limped off, with all three of Diego
Simeone’s substitutes already used. Parejo struck
moments later before Valencia’s Lee Kang-in was sent
off in injury-time.

Atletico confirmed Felix suffered a “grade two
sprain” in his right ankle. He will now miss the
Champions League game at home to Bayer Leverkusen
tomorrow. — AFP

MILAN: Cristiano Ronaldo and Miralem Pjanic sealed
a 2-1 win for Juventus over Bologna to consolidate top
spot in Serie A on Saturday. Ronaldo was presented
with a special jersey before kick-off to mark his 700th
career goal scored playing for Portugal during the
week.

The 34-year-old hit his 701st after 19 minutes, with
Pjanic adding a second eight minutes after the break
following a blunder by Brazilian defender Danilo, who
had earlier pulled Bologna level.

The defending champions are now four points clear
of second-placed Inter Milan, who travel to Sassuolo.
Atalanta stay third after throwing away a three-goal
lead to draw 3-3 with Lazio, with fourth-placed Napoli
closing the gap to just one point after Arkadiusz Milik’s
double saw off Verona.

“The road is the right one, but we need to work on
some details. It was a good match blighted by three or
four errors,” said Juventus coach Maurizio Sarri whose
side host Lokomotiv Moscow in Champions League
action on Tuesday.

Bologna coach Sinisa Mihajlovic returned to the
bench in Turin after his second course of chemotherapy
as he battles cancer. And the visitors were given reason
to hope of snatching a rare point against the Turin
giants when Danilo responded to Ronaldo’s opener
with a 29th-minute volley.

But Pjanic sealed victory with his third goal in four
games in the 54th minute amid chaos in front of the
Bologna goal. Bologna keeper Lukasz Skorupski denied
Ronaldo and in-form Gonzalo Higuain late before both
the crossbar and Gianluigi Buffon frustrated Federico
Santander’s push for a last-gasp equaliser for the visi-
tors who slip to 12th place.

“We watched the Santander goal again, it was off-

side so VAR would have ruled it out,” said Sarri.
“But I told the lads we mustn’t sit back on a lead, we

should attack, otherwise we leave ourselves in these
risky situations to the very end.”

IMMOBILE PUNISHES ATALANTA 
Serie A leading scorer Ciro Immobile’s late brace of

penalties helped Lazio wipe out a three-goal deficit in
a thrilling 3-3 draw with Atalanta. Atalanta, who travel
to Manchester City in the Champions League on
Tuesday, had led 3-0 with 21 minutes to go at the
Stadio Olimpico.

But Immobile scored from the spot on 69 minutes
and less than 60 seconds later set up Joaquin Correa
for the second, before capping the comeback two min-
utes into injury time with his ninth goal in eight league
games this term.

“With penalties, nobody can understand a thing
nowadays,” blasted Atalanta coach Gian Piero
Gasperini. “Immobile went for a walk, felt someone
touch him slightly and dived. 

“Even more, on the second penalty, Immobile put his
foot in front of De Roon.” Colombian Luis Muriel
scored a first-half double for the Bergamo side as com-
patriot and star striker Duvan Zapata was sidelined
injured.

Alejandro Gomez got the third eight minutes before
the break in a rematch of last season’s Italian Cup final
which the Romans won. But the visitors lost momentum
after the hour mark.

Immobile got one back from the spot after being
brought down by Jose Luis Palomino and then com-
bined with Correa for their second. Immobile earned a
late penalty after a Marten de Roon foul, celebrating
wildly after converting to grab a dramatic point before

Lazio’s Europa League trip to Celtic next week.
“I’m losing years of my life kicking penalties in the

90th minute,” said 29-year-old Immobile, after scoring
his third league goal from the spot this season. Polish
striker Milik scored in either half as Napoli got back to
winning ways at the Stadio San Paolo, after a goalless

draw at Torino before the international break, before
their Champions League trip to Salzburg.

“I started the season with fitness problems so I’m
hungry now for goals,” said Milik, who also scored as
Poland qualified for Euro 2020 during the week. Verona
drop to 13th place. — AFP
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Rooney falls in 
MLS farewell
WASHINGTON: Former England star Wayne
Rooney’s DC United were thrashed in his Major
League Soccer farewell match on Saturday as
Toronto FC won 5-1 in the first round of the
playoffs.

Rooney, who turns 34 on Thursday, assisted on
a second-half stoppage time equalizer that forced
30 extra minutes, but United surrendered two
goals in five minutes and never recovered. Toronto
advanced to an Eastern Conference semi-final on
Wednesday at East top seed New York City FC.

Marco Delgado’s goal in the 32nd minute put
Toronto ahead until Rooney crossed the ball into
the heart of the box, Frederic Brillant got his head
on it and Lucas Rodriguez finished in the third
minute of stoppage time to equalize.

In extra time, Toronto’s Richie Laryea scored in
the 93rd minute, fellow Canadian Jonathan Osorio
added goals in the 95th and 103rd minutes and
Nick DeLeon netted another in stoppage time
after the first 15 minutes to seal United’s fate.

United captain and top scorer Rooney arrived
in MLS in the middle of last season and lifted the
club from league doormat to a playoff berth. But
the former Manchester United player said in
August he was returning to England after this sea-
son to be a player and assistant coach for
Championship club Derby County.

“He has been a big plus for this club,” United
manager Ben Olsen said. “He has helped us in a
big way.” While Rooney’s arrival and a new stadi-
um created buzz around United, the team flopped
in the playoffs, ousted by Columbus last year on
penalties. His exit also comes with Washington
sports fans focused on baseball’s World Series
return to the US capitol next week for the first
time since 1933.

Rooney had 11 goals in 28 matches this season,
five of them game-winners and four of them
penalties. Last season, Rooney scored 12 goals in
20 matches. In other games, Franco Escobar
scored in the 70th minute as defending champion
Atlanta United beat visiting New England 1-0.

The Five Stripes advanced into an East semi
Thursday against Sunday’s winner between the
Philadelphia Union and New York Red Bulls. In
the Western Conference playoff opener, Seattle
hometown hero Jordan Morris scored his first
MLS hat trick to lead the Sounders over visiting
Dallas 4-3 after extra time.

“Just being on your toes in the box,” Morris
said of his feat. “I was on my toes and got some
fortunate bounces.” Morris bounced in a header in
the 113th minute for the deciding goal to subdue
stubborn Dallas.

Peruvian striker Raul Ruidiaz blasted in a right-
footed shot from outside the penalty area in the
18th minute and set up a Morris goal from the left
wing in the 22nd minute.

Dallas defender Reggie Cannon tapped in a
goal in the 39th minute and the Texans equalized
in the 64th minute on a header by Matt Hedges.
A fallen Morris directed the ball into the goal in
the 74th minute for a 3-2 Seattle edge, but
Bryan Acosta’s header in the 82nd minute forced
extra time. 

The Sounders will face Real Salt Lake who
beat Portland 2-1 in the other West semi-final.
Zlatan Imbrahimovic and the Los Angeles
Galaxy will play Minnesota United on Sunday
with the winner meeting Los Angeles FC in the
other West semi. — AFP

TURIN: Bologna’s Italian midfielder Andrea Poli (L) and Juventus’ Dutch defender Matthijs de Ligt go for the ball
during the Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs Bologna at the Juventus stadium in Turin. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Sheffield United FC v Arsenal FC                               22:00
beIN Sports
Brescia v ACF Fiorentina                                             21:45
beIN SPORTS

PALMA DE MALLORCA: Real Madrid’s Brazilian defender Marcelo (L) vies with Mallorca’s Spanish defender
Antonio Jose Raillo during the Spanish league football match RCD Mallorca against Real Madrid CF at the
Iberostar estadi stadium in Palma de Mallorca. — AFP


