
NEW JERSEY: Rookie Jack Hughes scored his first
NHL goal, and Mackenzie Blackwood recorded his first
shutout of the season as the New Jersey Devils skated to
a 1-0 win over the Vancouver Canucks on Saturday after-
noon in Newark, N.J. A passing sequence between
defenseman Sami Vatanen and Taylor Hall resulted in an
unmarked Hughes receiving the puck on the near side.
Hughes, the top pick in this year’s draft, wasted little time
in wiring a wrist shot through traffic for his milestone
goal. A large contingent of the Hughes family was on
hand to watch the first NHL meeting between Jack and
his older brother Quinn, a Canucks defenseman. Jack’s
first-period goal held up as the Devils won their second
straight after going winless in their first six games. After
erupting for 20 goals (18 scored) over a four-game win-
ning streak, the Canucks fell following a lackluster offen-
sive performance. Vancouver received seven power-play
chances against the Devils but couldn’t convert.

KNIGHTS 3, PENGUINS 0
Goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury made 29 saves against

his former club, and visiting Vegas topped Pittsburgh.
Paul Stastny scored a power play goal, William Karlsson
had a short-handed empty-netter and Mark Stone added
a four-on-four empty-netter for Vegas, which has won
four of its past five games. Fleury earned his first shutout
of the season, 57th of his career and first against
Pittsburgh. He is 3-1-0 against the Penguins. His most
critical save came with Pittsburgh on a power play in the
third period, when he lunged to his left to get his arm on
an uncontested shot from the left circle by Juuso Riikola
to preserve a 1-0 lead.

CANADIENS 5, BLUES 2
Brendan Gallagher scored a goal just six seconds into

the second period, and Carey Price finished with 32 saves
as visiting Montreal handed St. Louis its fourth straight
loss. Gallagher’s goal was two seconds shy of the fastest
to begin any period in NHL history. Shea Weber had a
goal and an assist, and Jordan Weal, Jonathan Drouin and
Nick Suzuki also scored for Montreal, which knocked off
the defending Stanley Cup champions for the second

time in eight days, outscoring the Blues 11-5 in the
process. David Perron and Jaden Schwartz scored for St.
Louis. Jake Allen, making his first home start since Jan. 8,
had 20 saves. It ended a streak of 13 consecutive road
starts for Allen.

PANTHERS 3, PREDATORS 2 (SO)
Vincent Trocheck scored the only goal in the shootout,

and backup goalie Sam Montembeault denied all three
Nashville attempts, leading visiting Florida to victory.
Trocheck roofed a backhander over Nashville goalie
Pekka Rinne for the game winner, while Montembeault
stuffed Matt Duchene, Ryan Johansen and Kyle Turris to
nail down the victory. Denis Malgin and Brett Connolly
scored for Florida, and Montembeault stopped 25 shots
for his first win this season.

MAPLE LEAFS 4, BRUINS 3 (OT)
Morgan Rielly deflected a shot by Mitch Marner for

his second goal of the game at 3:54 of overtime and
Toronto defeated visiting Boston as Leafs goalie Frederik
Andersen stopped 43 shots. Rielly also scored the first
goal of the game, and Marner picked up his second assist
after taking his shot from the left circle on a pass from
Auston Matthews. Dmytro Timashov and Alex Kerfoot
also scored for the Maple Leafs in the first meeting
between the teams since the Bruins won Game 7 of their
first-round playoff series last season. Jake DeBrusk,
Danton Heinen and David Pastrnak scored for the Bruins,
who twice tied the game in the third period.

COYOTES 5, SENATORS 2
Kyle Capobianco scored his first career NHL goal, and

Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Lawson Crouse notched their
first goals of the season as Arizona defeated Ottawa in
Glendale, Ariz. Conor Garland added his fourth of the
season midway through the second period when he col-
lected the rebound of a Brad Richardson shot and fired
the puck past Senators goaltender Craig Anderson.
Garland’s four goals lead the Coyotes through seven
games this season. Nick Schmaltz assisted on Garland’s
goal, giving Schmaltz eight points in his last five games.

Schmaltz has a five-game point streak, which ties a
career high. Antti Raanta, getting the start in goal,
stopped 34 shots for the Coyotes.

AVALANCHE 6, LIGHTNING 2
Tyson Jost notched his first career hat trick, Mikko

Rantanen had a goal and an assist and visiting Colorado
kept rolling with a sound win over Tampa Bay. Pavel
Francouz stopped 44 shots in his second career start, and
Nazem Kadri and Gabriel Landeskog also scored for the
Avalanche, who remain the only team in the NHL without
a regulation loss. Colorado has won seven of its first eight
games, with the one loss coming in overtime at Pittsburgh
on Wednesday. Yanni Gourde and Victor Hedman scored
goals, Kevin Shattenkirk had two assists and Andrei

Vasilevskiy had 18 saves for the Lightning. Tampa Bay
lost despite outshooting Colorado 46-24.

STARS 4, FLYERS 1
Corey Perry collected a goal and two assists and Ben

Bishop made 38 saves as Dallas snapped a five-game win-
less streak at the expense of host Philadelphia. Roope
Hintz scored his team-leading sixth goal and defensemen
Esa Lindell and Miro Heiskanen each tallied for the Stars,
who recorded just their second win in 10 games this sea-
son. Sean Couturier scored 43 seconds into the first period
and Carter Hart turned aside 12 shots for the Flyers, who
have lost four in a row (0-3-1) since winning their first two
games of the season. The setback was just the second in
their last nine home games against Dallas. — Reuters
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Rookie Jack Hughes nets first NHL 
goal as Devils blank Canucks

NEWARK: Mirco Mueller #25 of the New Jersey Devils checks Alexander Edler #23 of the Vancouver Canucks dur-
ing the second period at the Prudential Center  in Newark, New Jersey. — AFP

Knights’ Fleury blanks former team as Penguins’ streak ends

Rohit hits 
double ton as
SA struggle
NEW DELHI: Rohit Sharma smashed a
maiden test double century as he and
centurion Ajinkya Rahane helped India
reach 497 for nine before declaring on
day two of the third and final test against
South Africa yesterday.

The hosts then reduced South Africa to
nine for two in their first-innings reply
before bad light stopped play, with India
chasing a series whitewash to consolidate
their position at top of the World Test
Championship.

South Africa will have to produce an
exceptional batting performance to get
back into the contest when skipper Faf du
Plessis and Zubayr Hamza return to the
crease in Ranchi today. Resuming the day
on 224-3, both Rohit and Rahane contin-
ued their largely risk-free accumulation.

India were tottering at 39 for three on
Saturday when the Mumbai duo com-
bined and by the time Rahane fell for 115
in the morning session, their fourth-wicket
stand had produced 267 runs to turn their
first innings around in Ranchi.

Rohit reverse-swept Dane Piedt for a
boundary, while Rahane stepped out to
hit the spinner over his head for a four as
they asserted themselves. Rahane duly
brought up his 11th Test hundred before
becoming debutant George Linde’s maid-
en test victim, edging the spinner and
departing after a fluent knock which
included 17 boundaries and a six.

Rohit, the only batsman to have scored
three ODI double-hundreds, appeared
slightly jittery as he approached the 200-
mark and nearly dragged a Kagiso
Rabada delivery onto his stumps just
before lunch.

The elegant right-hander, however,
shook off his nerves after the break and
brought up his 200 just as he had reached
his hundred — with a six, off Lungi Ngidi.

Rohit celebrated the milestone with his
sixth six but fell trying to repeat the shot
against Rabada. Rohit’s sparkling 212 also
included 28 boundaries. Ravindra Jadeja
(51) helped himself to his 13th half-centu-
ry before tailender Umesh Yadav (31)
smacked five sixes, all off Linde’s bowling,
in a 10-ball blitz before falling to the tor-
mented left-arm spinner who returned
figures of 4-133. South Africa were jolted
immediately in their reply when
Mohammed Shami dismissed Dean Elgar
for a duck with his second ball and, in the
next over, Yadav bounced out Quinton de
Kock for four. — Reuters

Marc Marquez 
speeds to third 
Japan MotoGP win
MOTEGI: MotoGP world champion Marc
Marquez won the Japan Grand Prix yesterday
to notch his tenth victory of the season and
earn Honda its fourth manufacturers’ title
running.

The Spaniard ran the race in 42min
41.492sec, followed 0.870sec later by French
rookie Fabio Quartararo of Yamaha-SRT and
Ducati’s Andrea Dovizioso 1.325sec later.
Marquez was unassailable from the second
lap in his first ever pole start at the Motegi
Twin Circuit, with dry conditions after buck-
eting rains during practice sessions on Friday
and Saturday. Quartararo managed to edge in
front for a brief moment shortly after the
start, but Marquez quickly regained the lead
and shot ahead with a one-second gap early
in the race. “It was not easy. I was pushing
from the beginning because our strategy was
clear,” Marquez said.

“This time I tried to open the gap from the
beginning because I felt very strong in the
warm up.” He said he lost focus during the
race when he realised his bike was burning
through fuel too quickly, forcing him to “play
a lot with switches”.

But Marquez was never directly threat-
ened and enjoyed a two second gap ahead of
Quartararo through most of the second half.
He had already secured his season victory by

winning the Thailand Grand Prix earlier this
month.

His victory at Motegi also secured Honda’s
25th constructors’ championship overall and
its fourth on the trot. Quartararo finished with
his third narrow defeat to the championship
winner in recent races but was left smiling
after winning the Rookie of the Year award.

“Marc was super fast today,” the
Frenchman said. “I really pushed at my 100
percent to try to stay with him.” He was also

fending off pressure from Dovizioso, whose
late charge fell just short. “Dovi was unbeliev-
ably fast. He was riding more than a half sec-
ond faster than me,” Quartararo said.

Dovizioso, marking his 100th career podi-
um finish, said he struggled to find his form
until late in the race, where he could only
compete for the possible second. “I was
pushing so hard, but it was a bit over the limit.
I wanted to (win) second, but it was not
enough,” the Italian said.  —AFP

MOTEGI: Japanese Grand Prix winner Repsol Honda Team rider Marc Marquez of Spain cele-
brates on the podium after the MotoGP class Japanese Motorcyle Grand Prix at the Twin Ring
Motegi circuit in Motegi, Tochigi prefecture yesterday. -— AFP

SCOREBOARD

M. Agarwal c Elgar b Rabada                              10
R. Sharma c Ngidi b Rabada                               212
C. Pujara lbw b Rabada                                       0
V. Kohli lbw b Nortje                                           12
A. Rahane c Klaasen b Linde                               115
R. Jadeja c Klaasen b Linde                                 51
W. Saha b Linde                                                   24
R. Ashwin st Klaasen b Piedt                               14
U. Yadav c Klaasen b Linde                                 31
S. Nadeem not out                                               1
M. Shami not out                                                  10
Extras: (b10, lb6, nb1)                                          17
Total: (9 wickets dec, 116.3 overs)                      497
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Agarwal), 2-16 (Pujara), 3-39 (Kohli),
4-306 (Rahane), 5-370 (Sharma), 6-417 (Saha), 7-450
(Jadeja), 8-464 (Ashwin), 9-482 (Yadav)
Bowling: Rabada 23-7-85-3 (nb1), Lungi 20-5-83-0, Nortje
24.3-5-79-1, Linde 31-2-133-4, Piedt 18-3-101-1.

South Africa 1st innings
D. Elgar c Saha b Shami                                       0
Q. de Kock c Saha b Yadav                                  4    
Z. Hamza not out                                                   0
F. du Plessis not out                                              1
Extras: (b4)                                                          4
Total: (2 wickets, 5 overs)                                   9
To bat: T. Bavuma, H. Klaasen (wk), G. Linde, D. Piedt, K.
Rabada, A. Nortje, L. Ngidi
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Elgar), 2-8 (de Kock)
Bowling: Shami 1-1-0-1, Yadav 1-0-4-1, Nadeem 2-2-0-0,
Jadeja 1-0-1-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on day two of the third and final Test
between India and South Africa in Ranchi yesterday:
India 1st innings (overnight 224-3, R. Sharma 117, A.
Rahane 83)

Kuwaiti student
selected on
Squash advisory
committee
WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti student at
George Washington University (GWU)
Mohammad Al-Terki was selected on the
College Squash Association (CSA) Player
Advisory Committee, being the first Arab
and first Kuwaiti to be chosen for this
position. Junior student Al-Terki told
KUNA in an interview Saturday evening
that they are seven players from different
universities in the US, including Harvard
and Princeton, where they will be serving
“as ambassadors to college squash and
will be the voice of college squash play-
ers.” “With that, I am not only the first
Arab and Kuwaiti to be part of this com-
mittee and serve on the Advisory Board,
but I am also the only international player
within the seven players chosen to be on
the board,” he said. He added “therefore,
I will not only be the voice of Arab play-
ers, but the voice of all international stu-
dents playing squash in college (All
NCAA divisions).”

Al-Terki, who is ranked as one of the
top ten squash players ranked in the
country, affirmed that he was not select-
ed only due to his rank “but also
because of other aspects outside the
squash court, such as my ability to com-
municate with other teammates and
players from other teams and the atti-
tude I had on and off the court. “He not-
ed, “Several other factors were put into
this decision and I am very proud to be
chosen on this board as the first ever
Kuwaiti and Arab.” “My goal through
this position is to help enhance the
experience of every college squash as

much as possible with the help of other
Committee members. 

“Among their mission on the Advisory
Committee is to “communicate their
thoughts and concerns when they feel
compelled to do so. “They are also asked
to “interact with their peers on their
team and on opposing teams and take
note on important topics of interest.” On
this occasion, Al-Terki dedicated this
accomplishment “to my country Kuwait
for always being supportive and giving
me the recognition I deserve whenever I
break a new record and achieve a new
accomplishment” “This gives me con-
stant motivation to always keep pushing
to break more records and give the best
I can to raise my country’s name and I
am proud to do that,” he remarked.

He noted that “the support of my
country Kuwait for its youth and athletes
in general have truly accelerated my
potential into always striving to be best.
“He also thanked his family for believing
in him and investing in his squash play-
ing talent since a very young age. Al-
Terki was named by GWU in May as
Most Valuable Player (MVP) for the
squash team in the 2018-2019 season,
making him also the first Kuwaiti to
receive such honor and is ranked number
one player at his university. — KUNA

Hussey joins 
Australia for 
Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan series
SYDNEY: Former middle-order batsman
Mike Hussey has been drafted in by
Australian coach Justin Langer to help
mentor the side during their upcoming
Twenty20 series against Sri Lanka and
Pakistan.

He is the latest great to be brought into
the fold after Ricky Ponting joined the
backroom staff at the one-day World Cup
this year and Steve Waugh helped out
during the Ashes series in England.

“I’m very excited actually. I’m really
looking forward to getting back in around

the Aussie team,” Hussey, who is nick-
named “Mr Cricket”, told the Sydney
Daily Telegraph yesterday. “They are
going to be trying to get strategies in
place, develop a style of play and what
players they want and I love all that stuff
— planning for a big event. “They have
floated the possibility of being involved
closer to the T20 World Cup (in Australia
next year) as well but it’s all pretty loose
at the moment.” Australia play back-to-
back three-game T20 series against Sri
Lanka and then Pakistan starting next
Sunday in Adelaide to kick off their sum-
mer season.

Langer has also made former Test
speedster Ryan Harris bowling coach for
the series. He told the newspaper the pres-
ence of Ponting, Waugh and now Hussey
was enormous for his team. “I can’t tell you
how influential these guys can be on the
group,” said Langer.  “It’s nice to have
different voices and different eyes and
see guys of that calibre giving us feed-
back on what they see.” — AFP

Mohammad Al-Terki


