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Al-Tabtabai against Minister of Public Works and
Housing Jenan Bushehri over alleged violations in some
projects besides failure to repair roads affected by last
year’s rains. MP Tabtabai said before filing the grilling,
he sent some 23 questions to the minister over a variety
of issues, adding that he received replies for some -
whereas others were not answered and received false
answers for the rest.

He charged that there were violations in the appoint-

ments and delay in some housing projects like Mutlaa
and South Saad Al-Abdallah. He said the grilling is based
on five main issues: Failure to implement the law, squan-
dering of public funds, causing harm to a public utility
which is the new airport project, obstructing develop-
ment projects and misuse of power and mismanagement
of the roads issue. The lawmaker said that his grilling has
been ready from August. Two MPs had already threat-
ened to grill the minister over similar issues.

In another development, five lawmakers yesterday
submitted a draft law calling for amending the electoral
law to increase the number of votes in Assembly elec-
tion to two instead of one in the existing law. The
amendment keeps the five electoral districts and with
each district electing 10 MPs each. Under the existing
law, voters can pick only one candidate and the amend-
ment is calling to increase it to two candidates. 

‘No signs of 
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What some have dubbed the “WhatsApp revolu-
tion” has support from wide swathes of Lebanese
society.

The protests have been mostly good-natured, with
people singing or launching into traditional dabke
dances, while others play cards and smoke shisha. But
while the demonstrators are largely united on what they
oppose - with many condemning the entire political
class as thieves and criminals - they lack a clear set of
demands. On Friday Hariri did not say what would hap-
pen if the government did not back key reforms by
Monday night, with the 72-hour deadline widely
mocked among protestors and on social media. 

Scuppering Hariri’s unity call, Samir Geagea, head
of the Christian Lebanese Forces party announced
late Saturday that his four ministers were quitting the
government. “We are now convinced that the govern-
ment is unable to take the necessary steps to save the
situation,” Geagea said. Other members of the govern-
ment, including Shiite movement Hezbollah and the
Christian Free Patriotic Movement, oppose the gov-

ernment’s resignation.
Demonstrators hailed Geagea’s announcement but

demanded more wholesale change. Zalfa Aboukais, 27,
was hanging signs bearing the names of lawmakers and
ministers on barbed wire near parliament and the seat
of government, saying they were all “thieves”. She said
she was protesting “against the hooligans who have
been in power for 30 years”.

Another protester, Dani Mourtada, said the country
was waking up to reject entrenched sectarianism. “We
no longer want people to beg for legitimate rights and
services that the state is supposed to provide,”
Mourtada, 26, said. Sanaa Mallah, 40, said she was
protesting to bring down the government. “I have a lot
of hope in this movement.” Lebanon is one of the
world’s most indebted countries, with a deficit of
around $86 billion - more than 150 percent of gross
domestic product - according to the finance ministry.

Public anger surged after parliament passed an aus-
terity budget in July as part of efforts to make reforms
that are essential if Lebanon is to unlock over $11 billion
in economic assistance pledged by international donors
last year. Growth has plummeted in recent years, with
political deadlock compounded by the impact of eight
years of war in neighboring Syria. Home to around 4.5
million people, Lebanon says it is hosting some 1.5 mil-
lion Syrians who fled the conflict with many politicians
blaming the refugees for the country’s woes. — AFP 
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“The layers from which the pearl came have been
carbon dated to 5800-5600 BC, during the Neolithic
period,” Abu Dhabi’s Department of Culture and
Tourism said. “The discovery of the oldest pearl in the
world in Abu Dhabi makes it clear that so much of our
recent economic and cultural history has deep roots
that stretch back to the dawn of prehistory,” said its
chairman Mohamed Al-Muabarak.

The excavation of the Marawah site, which is made
up of numerous collapsed Neolithic stone structures,
has also yielded ceramics, beads made from shell and

stone, and flint arrowheads. The “Abu Dhabi Pearl” will
be shown for the first time in the exhibition “10,000
years of Luxury” which is opening on October 30 at
the Louvre Abu Dhabi - the outpost of the famous Paris
museum. Emirati experts believe that the pearls were
traded with Mesopotamia - ancient Iraq - in exchange
for ceramics and other goods. They were also likely
worn as jewelry.

“The Venetian jewel merchant Gasparo Balbi, who
travelled through the region, mentions the islands off
the coast of Abu Dhabi as a source of pearls in the 16th
century,” the culture department said. The pearl indus-
try once underpinned the economy of the United Arab
Emirates, but the trade collapsed in the 1930s with the
advent of Japanese cultured pearls, and as conflicts
rocked global economies. Instead, the Gulf nations
turned to the oil industry which dominates their
economies to this day. — AFP 
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SRINAGAR: India and Pakistan blamed one
another for cross-border shelling in the dis-
puted Kashmir region which kil led and
injured soldiers and civilians on both sides
and made it one of the deadliest days since
New Delhi revoked Kashmir’s special status
in August. India said there was heavy
shelling by Pakistan across the border in
northern Kashmir’s Tangdhar region late on
Saturday night, killing two Indian soldiers
and one civi l ian. A spokesman for the
Pakistani Armed Forces said one of its sol-
diers and three civilians had died and that
India had violated the ceasefire.

Kashmir has been disputed by the two
nuclear-armed neighbors since they both
received independence in 1947. The two
countries fought two of their three wars over
the region. Tensions between the two coun-
tries have flared and there has been intermit-
tent cross-border firing since Aug. 5, when

New Delhi flooded Indian Kashmir with
troops to quell unrest after it revoked the
region’s special autonomous status.

Islamabad has warned that changing
Kashmir’s status would escalate tensions
but India says the withdrawal of special sta-
tus is an internal affair and is aimed at faster
economic development of the territory.
Reuters was unable to verify independently
the claims made by both sides on the
shelling, which marks an escalation from the
small-arms fire usually exchanged by the
two armies. There was an unprovoked
ceasefire violation by Pakistan, Indian
defense spokesman Colonel Rajesh Kalia
said. “Our troops retaliated strongly, caus-
ing heavy damage and casualties to the ene-
my,” Kalia said.

An Indian army source said the shelling
was cover to help militants enter India
because of which a “calibrated escalation of

area weapons was undertaken”. The Indian
army “retains the right to respond at a time
and place of its choosing” if the Pakistani
army continues to do this, he said. Islamabad
has summoned the Indian envoy in protest
over the shelling and killings, and offered to
have diplomats from the UN Security
Council’s five permanent members, including
the United States and Russia, visit the border
and see that no militant camps exist there.

Pakistan said India carried out an unpro-
voked attack deliberately targeted at civil-
ians. Major General Asif Ghafoor, a
spokesman for the Pakistani Armed Forces,
said Pakistan responded “effectively”, killing
nine Indian soldiers, injuring several others
and destroying two bunkers. Indian forces in
Kashmir have gone “berserk”, said Raja
Farooq Haider, prime minister of Pakistan’s
Azad Kashmir region, adding that six civil-
ians died and eight were injured. — Reuters

India and Pakistan trade 
barbs over deadly clash

BEIRUT: An aerial view shows Lebanese protesters rallying in downtown Beirut, on the fourth day of demonstrations against tax increases and official corruption. — AFP 

AZAD KASHMIR: A resident stands in front of his damaged house a day after cross
border shelling in Jora, a village of Neelum valley in Pakistan-administered Kashmir
yesterday. — AFP 

SYDNEY: The longest non-stop passenger flight
touched down in Australia yesterday morning after
more than 19 hours in the air, a milestone journey from
New York that Qantas hopes to parlay into commercial
success. Qantas flight QF7879 took 19 hours and 16
minutes to fly direct from New York to Sydney in the
first of three “ultra long-haul” journeys planned by the
airline this year.

The national flag carrier is operating the test flights-
which also include one from London to Sydney-as it
weighs a rollout of regular services on marathon routes
from the United States and Britain to Australia. Just 49
people travelled on the Boeing 787-9 to minimize the
weight on board and give the plane sufficient fuel range
to travel more than 16,000 kilometers without re-
fuelling. Qantas CEO Alan Joyce called it “a really his-
toric moment” for both the airline and world aviation.

“This is the first of three test flights that’s going to

come up with recommendations about how we manage
pilot fatigue (and) how we actually manage passenger
jetlag,” he told reporters after arriving in Sydney. “After
19 hours on this flight, I think we’ve gotten this right. It
feels like we’ve been on a flight a lot shorter than that.”
Qantas partnered with two Australian universities to
monitor how jetlag affected the health of passengers
and crew members as they crossed multiple time zones.

After boarding the flight, passengers set their watch-
es to Sydney time and were kept awake until night fell
in eastern Australia with lighting, exercise, caffeine and
a spicy meal. Six hours later, they were served a high-
carbohydrate meal, told to avoid screens, and the lights
were dimmed to encourage them to sleep through the
night. Professor Marie Carroll, a researcher from
Sydney University who conducted the experiment, told
AFP that she expected the innovative approach would
result in “absolutely minimal” jetlag.

“I expect that they will have a normal day today and a
normal night’s sleep tonight,” she said, adding that she
felt “amazingly good” considering the flight time. “It’s all
an experiment to see if airlines can adjust their schedule
of food, beverages, exercise and lighting to be in sync
with the destination time.” The four pilots on board-who
rotated between flying duties-also wore devices that
tracked their brain waves and alertness. — AFP 

Longest non-stop 
passenger flight 
arrives in Sydney


