
Monday, October 21, 2019L i f e s t y l e Fe a t u r e s

22

Replicas of British street artist Banksy’s artworks displayed as part of the exhibition ‘The world of Banksy, the immersive experience’ at the Espace Lafayette-
Drouot in Paris. —AFP photos

Why does art matter? 

Banksy
asks, offering originals
for the right answer

British street artist Banksy is selling a Union Jack
stab vest, riot helmet ‘disco balls’ and a ‘design-
er handbag’ made from a brick to randomly

selected buyers who can answer the question: “Why
does art matter?”. The works are offered in the
“Gross Domestic Product” online store, with prices
starting at 10 pounds ($13) for a Banksy branded
aerosol of paint to 850 pounds for the stab vest as
worn by Stormzy at the Glastonbury Festival in June.

Customers can only buy a maximum of one item,
according to the rules on the website. Applications will
be randomly selected and then narrowed down by the
question ‘Why does art matter?’, with the ‘Why’
crossed out. The answers will be assessed by an impar-
tial and independent judge, namely a professional
stand-up comedian, the website said. The original
products, which will be awarded a certification of
authenticity on the second anniversary of the purchase,
are priced far below market value.

“Please refrain from registering at this time if you are
a wealthy art collector,” the site said. Works by the elu-
sive street artist, who has never revealed his name, have
rocketed in value. A large Banksy painting of chimps sit-
ting in Britain’s parliament sold for more than $12 million
earlier this month, a record price at auction for his work.
The products available in the online shop have been on
display at Banksy’s temporary homewares store in the
south London suburb of Croydon.—Reuters 

From being “embarrassed” about Brexit to losing
sleep over the climate crisis, here’s a look at what
star authors had to say about the state of the world

at this week’s Frankfurt book fair, which ends Sunday.

Margaret Atwood on Extinction Rebellion
“This is our last chance as the human race. If we don’t get
it right soon, that’s it for us,” the legendary novelist told
audiences, adding that her biologist father was already
sounding the climate alarm back in the 1950s. Atwood,
79, who this week co-won the prestigious Booker Prize
for her sequel to the dystopian classic “The Handmaid’s
Tale”, said she fully supported Extinction Rebellion cam-
paigners who use peaceful disruptive action to draw
attention to climate change.

“I have watched this unfold over the decades. I wrote
a trilogy centering around the extinction of species and
the climate crisis that is now upon us. “So I was very
happy to see all these young people show up. Like,
where have you been all my life!”

Maja Lunde’s sleepless nights   
Norwegian novelist Lunde, who is working on a quar-

tet of climate fiction books that started with the smash hit
“The History of Bees”, admitted to losing sleep about the

environment. “I suddenly wake up and see images of the
Amazon burning,” she told the fair. “Right now, I think a
lot of us know on an objective level that the state of the
world is really bad,” the 44-year-old said.

“But we haven’t really understood with our hearts.
And I think literature can be a way into our hearts,”
Lunde added, calling for urgent action. “Homo sapiens is
an amazing animal. Think of all the things we have done.
Of course we can stop the climate and nature crisis if we
truly want to.”

Ken Follett: ‘We still love you’   
The 70-year-old British author railed against his

country’s decision to leave the EU and the lost opportu-
nities it presented for the nation’s young people. “I am
embarrassed because my country is saying to our
European neighbors: we don’t want to be part of your
club, we don’t like you, and a lot of them are saying ‘we’re
better than you’.  “I want to say: No, no, no.”

Follett, whose global bestsellers include “Eye of the
Needle” and “The Pillars of the Earth”, said he would
embark on a “Friendship Tour” of European cities next
month with fellow British novelists Lee Child, Kate Mosse
and Jojo Moyes. “We are just going to make this little
tour just to say to our readers: We still love you.”

Colson Whitehead on racism
“America is very racist, has been racist since its

founding and will be for all our lifetimes,” said
Whitehead, who won a Pulitzer Prize for “The
Underground Railroad”, a novel about black slaves
escaping the American south.  “We are not wriggling free
from our ignorance and prejudice anytime soon,” the 49-
year-old added, decrying efforts in the United States to
suppress the voices of minorities by closing voter

precincts or through voter ID requirements.
“There’s a continuum between slavery and Jim Crow

and now. There are people who are up late, mostly
Republicans, who are thinking up ways to subjugate poor
people and people of color.” His latest book “The Nickel
Boys”, set in the 1960s, was inspired by the discovery of
55 unmarked graves at a Florida reform school for boys.
“It was tough writing these books back to back. So my
next one is going to be about puppies,” he joked.—AFP  

Brexit, climate, racism: The 
Frankfurt book fair in quotes

Norwegian author Maja Lunde is pictured on the opening
day of the Frankfurt book fair 2019 in Frankfurt am Main,
Germany.—AFP photos US author Colson Whitehead


