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Like most tourists, Patricio Osuna had a list of
“must sees” on his trip to New York City: the
Statue of Liberty, Times Square and, surprising-

ly, a steep flight of steps in an out-of-the-way neigh-
borhood of the Bronx that has become a cult-movie
landmark. This fall Osuna and a stream of fellow visi-
tors have flocked to the stairway, known as a “step
street,” to see the real-life backdrop to a memorable
scene in “Joker,” the hit movie that tells the backstory
of Batman’s deranged foe, the Joker.

The scene captures the moment that the loner
Arthur Fleck, played by Joaquin Phoenix, transforms
into the Joker as he dances down the steps to Gary
Glitter’s anthem “Rock & Roll Part 2,” his hair dyed a
menacing green and his face painted like a clown. “I’m
visiting New York for the first time and I said that I
have to come visit the stairs,” said Osuna, a 46-year-
old bus company owner from Tijuana, Mexico. He then
broke into a theatrical strut mimicking the Joker’s
dance down the stairs.

Until recently not many tourists ventured into the
Bronx, which has long sought to shake an unfair image
as a crime-ridden backwater. The borough’s biggest
draws are the Bronx Zoo, the New York Botanical
Gardens and the New York Yankees, the perennial
baseball powerhouse that makes its home about a mile
south of the steps, located on West 167th Street
between Anderson and Shakespeare avenues.

But since the release of “Joker” two weeks ago,
many New Yorkers and out-of-towners traveled there
to gawk, take selfies and, in the spirit of the Joker’s
choreography, to ham it up. “There’s something about
his moves. He just killed it. It was in his soul,” said Jay
Garcia, a 30-year-old radio host from the neighboring
borough of Queens. For longtime Bronx residents like
Laura Harry, step streets are a common feature in the
borough’s hilly landscape.

“I’ve lived around here for 30 years ... people use
them every day,” said Harry, as she stood at the top of
the steep stairs with her groceries, gazing at the peo-
ple below. “I’m fascinated, because they made the
steps famous.” “Joker,” directed by Todd Phillips and
distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures, has dominated
the box-office for two weeks. It broke the record for
the largest October opening weekend in movie history,
at $96.2 million.

While the borough has struggled with its reputation
as a dangerous place, it is perhaps ironic that a threat-
ening figure like the Joker may have helped burnish its
image. “It’s good for us. You know, publicity,” said Jose
Cruz, a longtime resident who climbs the 131 steps at
West 167th Street daily. “People don’t have to be scared
of the Bronx no more, the way they used to.”—Reuters 
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Francis Ford Coppola jumped into a con-
troversy over the Marvel superhero
movies Saturday, not just backing fellow

director Martin Scorsese’s critique of the
films but denouncing them as “despicable”.
Earlier this month Scorsese, director of clas-
sics such as “Taxi Driver” and “Goodfellas”,
described the Marvel universe films as more
theme parks than cinema, even if they were
well made. His remarks made waves across
social media for days, as fans of his work and
the Marvel hits such as the Avengers films,
argued the merits.

But Coppola, speaking to journalists in the
French city of Lyon, where he has just been
awarded the Prix Lumiere for his contribution
to cinema, backed his fellow Italian-American
Scorsese. “When Martin Scorsese says that
the Marvel pictures are not cinema, he’s right
because we expect to learn something from

cinema, we expect to gain something, some
enlightenment, some knowledge, some inspi-
ration. “I don’t know that anyone gets any-
thing out of seeing the same movie over and
over again,” the 80-year-old filmmaker said.

“Martin was kind when he said it’s not cin-
ema. He didn’t say it’s despicable, which I just
say it is.” Coppola also said he was working
on his biggest project yet: “Megalopolis”, a
film about a utopia, a project he has nurtured
for two decades.  “I wanted to make a film
about a human expression of what really is
heaven on earth. “I would say it’s the most
ambitious film (I’ve worked on) — more than
‘Apocalypse Now’. That’s the problem,” he
added.

“Apocalypse Now”, his 1979 war epic
starring Martin Sheen and Marlon Brando,
is notorious for the vast amount of time and
money it ate up during production. “I think

it would cost more than ‘Apocalypse
Now’,” said Coppola. “It would be the
biggest budget I ever had to work with.”
Coppola, the director of the “Godfather”

films, joins an illustrious list of film-makers
and actors to have received the Prix
Lumiere, including Scorsese, Pedro
Almodovar and Milos Forman.—AFP  
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The Oscar-winning actress and the
New York City-based art gallerist
tied the knot in Rhode Island on

Saturday, where they were joined by some
of Jennifer’s showbiz pals. A source told
‘Entertainment Tonight’: “Among the A-lis-
ters in attendance were Adele, Cameron
Diaz, Nicole Richie and husband Joel
Madden, who all enjoyed a late-night bite
Friday evening in a private dining room at
Scarpetta at Gurney’s Newport.” Other big-
name stars rumored to have attended the
ceremony included the likes of Emma Stone,
Kris Jenner, Sienna Miller, and director
David O. Russell, who has helmed some of
Jennifer’s best-known movies, such as ‘Silver
Linings Playbook’ and ‘American Hustle’.

Many of the wedding guests were stay-
ing at Gurney’s Newport Resort & Marina
prior to the ceremony. An insider previously
shared: “Guests were so excited to be run-
ning into each other ahead of the big event.
“Everyone seemed so excited about the

wedding. It’s going to be such a fun party.”
Jennifer, 29 - who previously dated actor
Nicholas Hoult and director Darren
Aronofsky - and Cooke got engaged in
February, after less than 12 months of dating.
However, a source claimed that the loved-up
duo struck-up an instant connection.

The insider explained: “When they were
introduced last spring, the timing was per-
fect because they were both single and just
enjoying an evening out with friends.
“Things couldn’t have worked out any better
because they have so much in common and
truly hit it off. They both come from close-
knit families, Cooke in Vermont and Jennifer
in Kentucky, and then left and built success-
ful careers. They both love to travel but also
just enjoy just being alone together.” In fact,
the insider likened their romance to a real-
life “fairytale”. The source added: “They had
an instant attraction the moment they met
and we tease them it was love at first
sight.”—Bang Showbiz

US film director Francis Ford Coppola, right, speaks next to French filmmaker
Bertrand Tavernier, left, during the 11th Lumiere Film Festival in Lyon, central east-
ern France.—AFP

Models present creations by Kuwaiti designer Mohamed Hamadah during the ‘Sehr al-Sharq’ or ‘The Magic of the Orient’ fashion show in Kuwait City.—Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 
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