
SYDNEY: In this handout photo from Qantas shows Qantas Group CEO Alan Joyce (center) and crew celebrating in front of a Qantas Boeing 787 Dreamliner plane after arriving at Sydney international airport after completing a
non-stop test flight from New York to Sydney yesterday.—AFP
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SYDNEY: The longest non-stop passenger flight
touched down in Australia yesterday morning after
more than 19 hours in the air, a milestone journey from
New York that Qantas hopes to parlay into commercial
success. Qantas flight QF7879 took 19 hours and 16
minutes to fly direct from New York to Sydney in the
first of three “ultra long-haul” journeys planned by the
airline this year.

The national flag carrier is operating the test flights-
which also include one from London to Sydney-as it
weighs a rollout of regular services on marathon
routes from the United States and Britain to Australia.
Just 49 people travelled on the Boeing 787-9 to mini-
mize the weight on board and give the plane sufficient
fuel range to travel more than 16,000 kilometers

(9,500 miles) without re-fuelling.
Qantas CEO Alan Joyce called it “a really historic

moment” for both the airline and world aviation.
“This is the first of three test flights that’s going to

come up with recommendations about how we manage
pilot fatigue (and) how we actually manage passenger
jetlag,” he told reporters after arriving in Sydney.
“After 19 hours on this flight, I think we’ve gotten this
right. It feels like we’ve been on a flight a lot shorter
than that.” Qantas partnered with two Australian uni-
versities to monitor how jetlag affected the health of
passengers and crew members as they crossed multi-
ple time zones.

After boarding the flight, passengers set their
watches to Sydney time and were kept awake until

night fell in eastern Australia with lighting, exercise,
caffeine and a spicy meal.

Six hours later, they were served a high-carbohy-
drate meal, told to avoid screens, and the lights were
dimmed to encourage them to sleep through the night.
Professor Marie Carroll, a researcher from Sydney
University who conducted the experiment, told AFP
that she expected the innovative approach would
result in “absolutely minimal” jetlag. “I expect that they
will have a normal day today and a normal night’s sleep
tonight,” she said, adding that she felt “amazingly
good” considering the flight time.

“It’s all an experiment to see if airlines can adjust
their schedule of food, beverages, exercise and lighting
to be in sync with the destination time.”

The four pilots on board-who rotated between fly-
ing duties-also wore devices that tracked their brain
waves and alertness. The Australian and International
Pilots Association, which represents Qantas pilots, has
raised concerns about whether pilots will get enough
quality rest during ultra long-range flights to maintain
peak performance.

It has called for a “scientific long-term study” into
the impacts on crews. The airline says the test journeys
are just one facet of the work it is doing to ensure the
flights are operated safely.

Qantas last year introduced the first direct service
from the western Australian city of Perth to London,
with the 17-hour journey one of the longest passenger
flights in the world.  —AFP

Longest non-stop passenger jet lands in Sydney
Qantas flight takes 19 hours and 16 minutes to fly from New York to Sydney

IMF chief says 
building ‘peer 
pressure’ to 
follow trade rules
WASHINGTON: With trade tensions
undermining confidence and global growth,
economic leaders are increasingly pushing
each other to fix the shortcomings that
fueled the disputes, IMF chief Kristalina
Georgieva said Saturday. As the United
States and China remain engulfed in a mas-
sive tariff battle and with Brexit turmoil con-
tinuing on Saturday, trade overshadowed
the discussions of finance officials gathered
for the annual meetings of the International
Monetary Fund and World Bank.

Trade is typically an engine of economic
growth. But the current disputes have cre-
ated uncertainty and growth in international
commerce has come to a virtual standstill,
Georgieva said, noting that problems go
beyond bilateral disagreements and extend
to outdated trade rules.

“We need to look into what are the rea-
sons we are not making more progress on
trade and they are not just the relations

between US and China,” Georgieva told
reporters. Among finance officials there was
an understanding on “what are the issues
that need to be addressed and building
more, if you wish, peer pressure for every-
body to play by the trade rule book.”

The IMF projects the US-China trade
dispute could shave $700 billion off the
global economy by next year, mostly by
undercutting confidence and freezing busi-
ness investment. The IMF’s global growth
estimate was revised downward to just 3.0
percent this year and a slightly better 3.4
percent in 2020.

South Africa’s central bank chief Lesetja
Kganyago, who chairs the IMF steering
committee, said the pain of the trade fric-
tions are felt everywhere, as the uncertainty
puts the brakes on investment.

“And because the investment is not tak-
ing place the economy is not growing, jobs
are lost,” he told reporters. “The trade ten-
sions are not in the best interest of the
global economy.” Washington and Beijing
have battled through multiple rounds of tar-
iffs, now impacting hundreds of billions of
dollars in trade but there have been recent
signs they might have reached a partial
agreement to defuse the tensions.

Expand the trade rule book
In his first comments since talks with US

president Donald Trump last week, China’s
top trade negotiator Liu He said Saturday
the countries have “made substantial
progress in many aspects and laid an
important foundation for a phase one
agreement.” Trump announced a “substan-
tial” deal on October 11 after negotiations
with Liu’s delegation, which he said includ-
ed a promise to increase purchases of US
farm products and protections for intellec-
tual property. Details were scant, however.

China is “willing to work together with
the US to address each other’s core con-
cerns on the basis of equality and mutual
respect,” Liu said, according to a report on
Taoran notes, a social media account run by
the Beijing’s official Economic Daily.
Protection for US technology and allowing
American firms to provide financial servic-
es, like insurance and banking, in China are
key features of the US complaints, but
those issues are not clearly covered by
existing rules governed by the World Trade
Organization. Despite being at the center of
the conflict, US Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin said the fight for “fairer trade” is
“preparing a foundation for future growth.”

Georgieva said countries must “be will-
ing to expand and improve this (trade) rule
book,” especially to include services and e-
commerce which are not covered by tradi-
tional agreements for trade in goods, she

said at the close of the IMF meetings.
Britain’s finance minister Sajid Javid assured
officials in Washington that his country has
taken steps to prepare for Brexit, whether
or not they agree on a negotiated exit, but
conversely also stressed the need to “rein-

vigorate multilateral cooperation.”
“We remain deeply concerned about

the impact  of  t rade tens ions  on the
global economy, and on the rules-based
trading system,” he said in a prepared
statement. —AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: Incoming European Central Bank President Christine Lagarde
(right) is embraced by International Monetary Fund Managing Director Kristalina
Georgieva (left) at the IMF Headquarters during the 2019 IMF/World Bank Annual
Meetings on Saturday in Washington, DC. —AFP


