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SANTIAGO: Demonstrators set up barricades during clashes between protesters and the riot police. — AFP 

SANTIAGO: Three people died in a fire in a supermar-
ket being ransacked in the Chilean capital early yester-
day, as protests sparked by anger over social and eco-
nomic conditions rocked one of Latin America’s most
stable countries. Santiago’s Mayor Karla Rubilar told
reporters two people burned to death in the blaze and
another later died in hospital, after the huge store con-
trolled by US retail chain Walmart was looted.

They were the first deaths in two days of violent
unrest in which protesters have set buses on fire, burned
metro stations and clashed with riot police in the city of
seven million — despite a curfew imposed overnight
until 07:00 yesterday. Soldiers were deployed in the
streets for the first time since Chile returned to democra-
cy in 1990, following the rightwing Augusto Pinochet
dictatorship. 

The protests were triggered by an unpopular hike in
metro fares, which President Sebastian Pinera
announced Saturday he was suspending. Pinera
appealed to people taking to the streets, saying “there
are good reasons to do so,” but calling on them “to
demonstrate peacefully.” “Nobody has the right to act
with brutal criminal violence,” he said. But clashes later

erupted in Plaza Italia, ground zero of Friday’s violence,
and outside the presidential palace. 

Protesters again set buses on fire in downtown
Santiago, leading to the suspension of services. “We’re
sick and tired, enough already. We’re tired of them
screwing around with us. Politicians only do what they
want to do, and turn their backs on all reality,” said
Javiera Alarcon, a 29-year-old sociologist protesting in
front of the presidential palace, which was surrounded
by police and military vehicles. AFP video showed secu-
rity forces blasting a crowd with water cannon, and riot
police wrestling young protesters into vans.

“Having analyzed the situation and the appalling
actions that occurred today, I have made the decision
to suspend freedoms and movement through a total
curfew,” said Army General Javier Iturriaga, who is
overseeing security during the state of emergency.
Later on Saturday, the mayors of Valparaiso region and
Concepcion province also announced states of emer-
gency. Dozens of protesters torched a building belong-
ing to Chile’s oldest newspaper El Mercurio in
Valparaiso city on Saturday evening, while elsewhere
in the port city a metro station, supermarkets and oth-

er stores were burned.
The unrest was sparked by a hike in metro fares,

which increased from 800 to 830 peso ($1.13 to $1.17)
for peak-hour travel, after a 20-peso hike in January.
Pinera announced Saturday he was suspending the fare
hike, after the entire metro system was shut down the
day prior with protesters burning and vandalizing
dozens of stations, leaving some completely charred.

The Santiago Metro, at 140 kilometers, is the largest
and most modern in South America and a source of great
pride for Chileans. People awoke Saturday to a ravaged
city as burned-out buses, bikes and garbage littered
streets. Demonstrators shouted “enough with abuse,”
while the hashtag #ChileDesperto — Chile awake —
made the rounds on social media. Pinera’s conservative
government has been caught flat-footed by the worst
social upheaval in decades. It declared the state of emer-
gency late Friday and ordered hundreds of troops into
the streets.

People were infuriated by a photo of Pinera eating
pizza in a restaurant with his family while the city burned.
Throughout Friday, rampaging protesters clashed with
riot police in several parts of the capital while the head-

quarters of the ENEL Chile power company and a Banco
Chile branch — both in the city center — were set on
fire and heavily damaged. The state of emergency is ini-
tially set for 15 days and restricts freedom of movement
and assembly. 

Government ‘perplexed and dazed’ 
The unrest started as a fare-dodging protest mainly

by students against the hike in metro ticket prices,
blamed on rising oil prices and a weaker peso. There had
been several fare-dodging actions in recent days, organ-
ized on social media, but the protests escalated Friday,
tapping into general discontent among many Chileans.
Chile has the highest per capita income of Latin America
at $20,000, with expected economic growth this year of
2.5 percent and just two percent inflation.

But there is an undercurrent of frustration with ris-
ing health care and utility costs, low pensions and
social inequality. The metro fare hike served to wake
up a society that was averse to violence after the hor-
rors of the Pinochet dictatorship from 1973-1990,
which left more than 3,200 people dead or missing,
sociologists say. — AFP 

Three dead in Chile protest violence
When it comes to Iran, White House seems to be bristling for conflict
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MONTREAL: Bearing posters of Justin Trudeau’s face,
written over with green crosses and the word “pipeline,”
students gathered in front of the prime minister’s
Montreal campaign headquarters. “Three steps forward,
three steps back, that’s government policy,” they chant-
ed. They — like many other young Canadians — were
railing against what they consider deficiencies in
Trudeau’s environmental policy.

The nationalization of an oil pipeline in 2018 is one of
the major criticisms leveled against Trudeau, who is
seeking re-election in Canada’s election today. The
Liberal government bought the Trans Mountain pipeline,
which links Alberta to British Columbia, from the
American energy giant Kinder Morgan for Can$4.5 bil-
lion ($2.7 billion, 2.4 billion euros). The goal was to
speed up the export of oil from Alberta to new foreign
markets. In exchange, the Canadian government prom-
ised to invest the profits in green technology.

Many Canadian environmentalists viewed Trudeau’s
move as a betrayal. The deal may cost him crucial votes
on Monday, with the prime minister currently polling
neck and neck with Conservative Andrew Scheer. For
activists, Trudeau, who was a symbol of hope when he
took office in 2015, is no longer a change agent but the
man who didn’t do enough for the environment.

‘Huge disappointment’ 
On university campuses, protesting for the environ-

ment — one of the key issues in the election — is all the
rage. “We’re seeing an uptick in membership in all sorts
of environmental groups at McGill” in recent weeks, said
Audrey Nelles from Divest McGill, a student group
advocating for the prestigious Montreal university to
withdraw funds it has invested in fossil fuels. “I think that
after the Harper years, there was a lot of hope,” said

Annabelle Couture-Guay, also of Divest McGill, refer-
ring to Trudeau’s Conservative  predecessor Stephen
Harper.

But “buying the Trans Mountain pipeline, that was a
huge disappointment. It made a lot of people cynical,”
she said. The pipeline issue has also provided Trudeau’s
rivals with plenty of ammunition. The Liberals “tried to
please everyone, and that drew criticism from the right
for not having gone far enough in economic develop-
ment, and from the left for having bought the pipeline,”
said Daniel Beland, a political specialist at McGill.

At the end of September, the New Democratic Party
(NDP) — whose leader Jagmeet Singh has risen in the
polls and appeals to the Liberal left wing — issued a
five-word statement responding to Trudeau’s climate
plan: “You. Bought. A. Pipeline.”

Liberals have pledged net zero carbon emissions by
2050, two billion trees planted and the promotion of
clean technology. There have also been a few advances,
such as a federal carbon tax plan, the protection of 14
percent of marine and coastal areas, and the publication
of major scientific reports on climate change in Canada.
Young voters demanding stronger climate policy are
facing a dilemma because of Canada’s first-past-the-
post system: voting for smaller parties can split the vote
between the left and the center, opening the door for the
Conservatives. 

But protesters at “Fridays for Future,” a movement
started by teenage Swedish activist Greta Thunberg,
promise to continue applying pressure — whether or
not they are of voting age. “Since we’re young people
who can’t vote, we want to influence people who can,”
explained Marlene Gaudreau, 17, co-organizer of a
Friday protest outside Trudeau’s campaign office. “We
would like to have a future too,” she said. — AFP

Trudeau environment policy a
letdown for Canadian activists

WASHINGTON: House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and a
group of US lawmakers arrived in Jordan for talks with
King Abdullah II, her office said Saturday, just days
after the speaker clashed with President Donald Trump
in a meeting on Syria policy. “With the deepening crisis
in Syria after Turkey’s incursion, our delegation has
engaged in vital discussions about the impact to
regional stability, increased flow of refugees, and the
dangerous opening that has been provided to ISIS, Iran
and Russia,” Pelosi said in a statement.

The statement described the visiting American dele-
gation as “bipartisan,” though congressman Mac
Thornberry was the only Republican representative
listed as being on the trip. The US visit to Jordan comes
after Turkey launched an offensive against Kurdish
forces in northeastern Syria on October 9, following
President Trump’s withdrawal of troops from the area.

Trump has defended his move as “strategically bril-
liant” but earlier this week 129 members of his
Republican Party joined Democrats in the House of
Representatives denounced the withdrawal. On
Wednesday, Pelosi and Senate minority leader Charles
Schumer walked out of an acrimonious White House
meeting with Trump on Syria, a sign of the deteriorat-
ing relations as the House conducts an impeachment
inquiry.

The administration then brokered a ceasefire
between Turkish and Kurdish forces Thursday, but on
Saturday the sides accused each other of violating the

agreement. The offensive has already killed more than
500 people, including dozens of civilians, while some
300,000 civilians have been displaced within Syria,
according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
war monitor. More than 650,000 Syrian refugees are
registered with the UNHCR in Jordan, which shares a
370-kilometer border with Syria. — AFP 

Pelosi leads 
‘bipartisan’ US 
group for Jordan
meetings 

WASHINGTON: US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA)
arrives for a closed session before the House Intelligence,
Foreign Affairs and Oversight committees October 17, 2019
at the US Capitol. — AFP 


