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News in brief

No dependent visa for parents

KUWAIT: Expatriates working in Kuwait will no
longer have the option to sponsor their parents,
according to a new Interior Ministry decision.
Informed sources said the Residency Affairs
Department stopped the transfer of workers’ arti-
cle 18 residency visas to dependent visas (article
22) on their children’s sponsorship. This new deci-
sion also affects the employee’s mother whose arti-
cle 22 visa is on the sponsorship of her husband,
which means that both parents would have to leave
Kuwait in case the father loses his job, instead of
being sponsored by their working child, which was
applicable as early as last week. The sources did
not provide a clear reason behind the new decision,
but explained that it aims at rearranging labor reg-
istered on article 22, as it would limit issuance of
dependent visas to spouse and children of the
working spouse. “The decision came after
Residency Affairs Department statistics showed
that many parents transfer their residencies to their
children,” the sources said. — Al-Qabas

No drones allowed

KUWAIT: Director of the General Customs
Department Jamal Al-Jalawi issued a decision ban-
ning the release of drones from customs until after
obtaining Interior Ministry approval. The decision
relied on an Interior Ministry letter which noted that
remote control drones are widespread in various
sizes and types, and are sold without the need to
refer to any official entity. He said these drones
should not be released from customs to the benefici-
ary until after informing the Interior Ministry, stating
the reason for the request, and should be attached
with a pre-approval for import. Meanwhile, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation informed all
border outlets to not allow drones into the country
without obtaining its permission. — Al-Anbaa

International operator

KUWAIT: An official source at the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said it plans to
sign a contract with an “international operator” for
the new airport terminal to be completed by 2023.
The source said the DGCA will put out a tender in
coordination with the Central Agency for Public
Tenders for specialized global companies to par-
ticipate for the operation and supervision of this
project. This would follow a similar example in
Terminal 4 (T4), which is operated by the South
Korean company ‘Incheon.’ Meanwhile, the source
said that the number of aviation companies operat-
ing in Kuwait is 52, and DGCA does not object to
increasing this number in the new airport which is
expected to handle more than 25 million passen-
gers annually. — Al-Anbaa 

No improvement in Filipino maids’
working conditions despite agreement

Over 260,000 Filipinos work in Kuwait, of whom 60 percent are domestic laborers
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: There have been no changes on
the ground in the treatment and conditions
of many Filipino domestic helpers in Kuwait
despite a new working arrangement
between the Philippines and Kuwaiti gov-
ernment being reached in 2019. 

A dispute between Kuwait and the
Philippines over the treatment of domestic
helpers took place in 2018 wherein
Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte had
temporarily suspended deployment of
Filipinos to Kuwait over allegations of
abuse and mistreatment. His decision was
based following the murder of a young
maid whose body was found in an apart-
ment in a freezer in February 2018, which
was discovered only one year and a half
after her murder.

The row was aggravated when videos
surfaced on social media showing
Philippine embassy officials helping domes-
tic helpers abscond from their allegedly
abusive employers. Philippine Ambassador
to Kuwait Renato Villa was expelled and
some embassy employees were arrested.
About 260,000 Philippine citizens live and
work in Kuwait, most as domestic servants.

The agreement initially signed between
Kuwait and the Philippines include the right

of workers to keep their passports and
mobile phones, which are routinely confis-
cated by employers in Kuwait. The agree-
ment also guarantees food, housing, cloth-
ing and health insurance - and employment
contracts would be renewed only with
approval from Philippine officials. 

Kuwait Times spoke with Filipino
domestic helpers working in Kuwait to see
if any changes had taken place since. “I
don’t see any changes at all. It’s the same as
before. I don’t have a day off, I don’t hold
my passport and to make it worse I don’t
receive salary on time.  I don’t know, maybe
the changes can be felt only by people
working in embassy, but on the ground,
from us, we are puzzled as we don’t feel any
difference,” said Anna Sarte who is a
domestic helper in Kuwait. “To whom the
agreement was crafted for? Is that really
for us, or was that a protection for the
embassy officials or recruitment agency
only?” Sarte asked.

Glynn Lanticse said she felt no changes
in the treatment of most of her friends in
the house help sector. “I am very fortunate
to have a kind-hearted employer. I have a
day off although only once in every month,
but I am fully satisfied with it, no more
complaints. Many of my friends in the
household sector do not have even one

day off; not even once a month, and no
passport as well. It is good that I have it
for a long time, even way before the
agreement was signed,” she noted. “But if
you were to follow the agreement, they
have to provide the passport to us; no
confiscation, and the day off must be once
every week at least,” she said. 

Other domestic workers echoed the sen-
timent. “The same treatment; no changes. I
am not surprised though and for me, as long
as they are not treating us badly in the
house, I can still stay and work patiently;
after all, I came not for the day off but for
the money that I need for the family,” said
Catherine Maganto. 

Wilma Blancia said she hoped to see the
regular monitoring at the Kuwaiti houses of
agency owners and staff, if not from the
embassy of Pinoy workers. “I know there is
an issue of sovereignty if the embassy lead
monitoring and visits to Kuwaiti houses, so
if that is the case, if they are not permitted,
there must be [monitoring] from the local
agency’s side, maybe accompanied by
Kuwaiti civilians or if they allowed to,
Kuwaiti police to accompany them. I really
believe the need to monitor the condition
of our Pinoy workers working inside
homes. If they do not agree with it, we
must reconsider deploying our workers in

Kuwait,” she said.
Marz Gonzales, a Philippine-based

agency owner, who also sends domestic
helpers to Kuwait, admitted that there have
been rampant violations on the part of
employers. “Yes, I think, very few are fol-
lowing that agreement. The government
should make it a point to talk to the host

country for the full implementation of what
was really in the agreement and the con-
tract of household service workers,” she
added. There are more than 260,000
Filipinos working in Kuwait, around 60 per-
cent of them in domestic labor, according to
Manila. More than two million Filipinos are
employed across the Gulf. 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The court of cassation yes-
terday acquitted former MPs Musallam
Al-Barrak, Mubarak Al-Waalan, and
Salem Al-Namlan, as well as activist
Abbas Al-Shaabi from accusations of
slandering King Abdullah II of Jordan.
Meanwhile, the court of appeal yester-
day upheld a first degree court ruling
which acquitted all 32 Public Authority
for Sports employees and others who
had been accused of facilitating embez-
zlement of public funds in the Jaber
Stadium’s tender case. Separately, the
administrative court yesterday rejected
a case demanding suspension of moving
Kuwait University into the new campus
in Shadadiya.  

MEW staff protest
Once more, scores of Ministry of

Electricity and Water (MEW) employ-
ees demonstrated yesterday at MEW
quarters in protest of cancelling their
emergency services allowance.

Protestors demanded equality with oth-
er colleagues especially since the newly
appointed ones were deprived of the
allowance for no particular reason,
according to their statements. 

Cleaning contracts
Municipal Council member Maha Al-

Baghli yesterday filed a number of
inquiries concerning cleaning contracts,
noting that a large number of citizens
and expats had been complaining about
garbage collection in various areas
around Kuwait. Baghli stressed that
cleaning companies failed in providing
the services they had been contracted
for, and that the municipality’s control
on those companies was ‘very weak.’ In
her inquires, Baghli demanded answers
to questions about who is responsible
for the service deterioration, the value of
the current contracts, on what grounds
are cleaning companies selected, the
penal conditions in those contracts and
the violations filed against cleaning
companies, if any. 

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet yesterday dis-
cussed the gril l ing motion lodged by MP
Mohammed Hayef against Finance Minister Dr
Nayef Al-Hajraf, which will be debated during
the parl iament’s forthcoming session.
Questioning ministers in parliament is a con-
stitutional right of all MPs, the Cabinet empha-
sized, saying Minister Hajraf is capable of
responding to the allegations against him.

During its weekly meeting chaired by His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the Cabinet
expressed joy over His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
return to the country, welcoming him back
home after having underwent successful med-
ical checkups in the US. The Cabinet was also
informed that the delegation accompanying

the Kuwaiti Premier on his visit to Egypt
includes Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Deputy Premier and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh, Commerce
Minister Khaled Al-Roudhan and Minister of
Oil Khaled Al-Fadhel, besides other senior
officials.

Turning to current happenings around the
world, the Cabinet deplored attacks on a
mosque in eastern Afghanistan, in which multi-
ple explosions left scores of worshippers dead
or injured. Wishing a speedy recovery for
those wounded in the attack, the Cabinet said
that such “terrorist acts” run counter to
humanitarian principles. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Cabinet expresses faith
in minister facing grilling

Court acquits former MPs
of monarch’s slander

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Officials from Kuwait’s Public
Authority for Manpower are expected to
meet soon with Indonesian officials to
discuss the regulations of recruiting
Indonesians as domestic helpers in
Kuwait, to resume a protocol that had
been suspended for 11 years, well-
informed sources said.

The meeting could be held before the
end of the year or by the beginning of
2020, said the sources who spoke on the
condition of anonymity, noting that the
Indonesian side is expected to suggest a

draft of the contracts to be used in hiring
domestic helpers, which mentions mini-
mum wages, leaves and laborers’ rights. 

Further, the sources said that foreign
ministries of both countries are about to
sign a memorandum of understanding in
this regard in Kuwait, adding that the dis-
cussions were resumed upon Kuwait’s
request. In addition, the sources stressed
that once the agreement was approved and
signed, Indonesian domestic helpers would
be expected in Kuwait by the fourth quar-
ter of 2020 and that their recruitment
would be done through Al-Durra Company
for Domestic Labor Recruitment. 

Kuwait, Indonesia to resume
talks on domestic helpers

Police question ‘Kuwaiti Joker’

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Detectives identified a man
whose pictures dressed up as ‘Joker’ cir-
culated on social media recently, and
apprehended him for questioning.
Several pictures had gone viral on social
media recently showing a man dressed
up as the main character of the ‘Joker’

movie roaming around streets of Kuwait.
Detectives were notified to investigate
the matter. The man, a social media
celebrity, said during questioning that he
admires the comic-book inspired char-
acter, and has taken many pictures of
himself cosplaying as him, some of which
he posted online. Interior Ministry offi-
cials were informed about the incident. 

KUWAIT: A photo circulating on social media shows a Kuwaiti man dressed as
‘Joker’ while dancing in a street in Kuwait.


