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MANCHESTER: Manchester United manager
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is “100 percent sure”
that the club has the right structure in place
and says money is available to strengthen his
struggling squad. United are 12th in the Pre-
mier League table, just two points above the
relegation zone and 15 adrift of league leaders
Liverpool ahead of Sunday’s clash with their
fierce rivals at Old Trafford.

The club’s hierarchy and recruitment under
executive vice-chairman Ed Woodward has
come in for severe criticism but Solskjaer has
described that as “an insult” as he looks to the
future. “I’ve got a three-year contract now so
of course (we are) planning long-term,” Solsk-
jaer told Sky Sports. “If you lose a game or two
you don’t wait for a call to be given assurances
but we have started out a plan and a recruit-
ment plan is in place. “I am 100 percent sure
from my time here that the structure is right
because it’s always the manager who has the
final say.

“I know people have said stuff about our re-
cruitment but it’s almost like an insult to the re-
cruitment office, the scouts and us as
professionals — me and (assistant manager)
Mick (Phelan), the staff. We make decisions on
the players that we want to have and who’s
available and then it’s the negotiations.” United

spent £145 million ($185 million) in the summer
on Harry Maguire, Aaron Wan-Bissaka and
Daniel James, but Solskjaer said more funds
were available for the right “ready-made”
players.

“The money is there and I’ve been looking
at players,” Solskjaer added. “We were close to
a couple of players but they weren’t right. “The
money is there to strengthen in January, in the
summer, and we are planning, we are looking,
we are finding our targets, but just before the
transfer window ended no, they weren’t there,
the ready-made players.” The United boss ad-
mitted that misfiring forward Marcus Rashford,
who has scored just three goals for the team
this season, needed a break but injuries to other
players had prevented that.

“Marcus’s movement is great, but maybe we
just need to give him a game or two of rest be-
cause he’s played a lot,” said the Norwegian.
“Sometimes, because he’s a young boy with
lots of expectations on his shoulders, he’s
played four or five seasons now, and yet he’s
still not even 22 yet.” And he admitted United
faced a daunting task in trying to slow Liver-
pool’s charge towards their first top-flight title
since 1990.

“There’s a lot of pieces in that puzzle that
have to be in place,” he said. “We’ve got to be

ready and I think the players are mentally pre-
pared for this one. Of course, the fans will al-
ways be behind our backs.” I can’t see Liverpool

coming to park the bus — that’s just not in their
mentality,” he added. “So I can see it being an
open game, which will suit us.” —AFP
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Arsenal’s Ozil 
recalls terrifying 
car-jacking ordeal
LONDON: Mezut Ozil has opened up
about being at the centre of an attempted
car-jacking, saying he feared for his wife’s
safety during the terrifying ordeal in Lon-
don. The Arsenal midfielder, his wife Amine
and team-mate Sead Kolasinac were all
caught up in the incident on July 25, two
weeks before the start of the Premier
League season. Footage on social media
showed Bosnian defender Kolasinac chas-
ing off two moped attackers who were
wearing helmets and dark clothing.

A man earlier this month admitted in a
London court to trying to rob Ozil and Ko-
lasinac and will be sentenced in November.
“Sead’s reaction was really, really brave be-
cause he attacked one of the attackers,”
Ozil, 31, said in an interview with The Ath-
letic. “The second one was in front of my car
on his moped so I couldn’t drive.” “We were
newly wed and I was scared about my wife.
I was scared about Sead. I wasn’t thinking
about myself. I was worried they were going
to open my wife’s door and they tried, so I
reached across her to keep it closed.”

Ozil, currently out of favor at Arsenal,
said although nobody was harmed physi-
cally, the incident shook up his wife. “My

wife wanted to get away immediately,” said
the former Germany international. “She
didn’t feel safe. Even if I let our dogs into
the garden and went out with them she
would say, ‘Come in, come in, stay in the
house.’ She was very concerned.” But he
said the incident did not make him want to
leave London permanently and he planned
to stay at Arsenal until the end of his con-
tract in 2021.

The World Cup winner has played just
two matches this season, fuelling specula-
tion over his long-term future. “When I
signed the new deal (in 2018) I thought
about it very carefully and said it was one
of the most important decisions of my foot-
balling career,” he said. “I didn’t want to
stay for just one or two more years, I
wanted to commit my future to Arsenal and
the club wanted me to do the same. “You
can go through difficult times, like this, but
that is no reason to run away and I’m not
going to. I’m here until at least 2021.”

Ozil spoke of his disappointment that he
was often singled out for blame when Unai
Emery’s team were under-performing. “If
we don’t do well in a ‘big’ game, it’s always
my fault,” said the midfielder, who joined
Arsenal from Real Madrid in 2013. “If that’s
true, how do you explain our results in the
‘big’ games when I wasn’t involved? There’s
no real difference. I know people expect
me to offer more, dictate play and make the
difference — I do, too — but it’s not that
straightforward.” —AFP 

Bulgaria teen 
indicted over 
England match 
racist abuse
SOFIA: A Bulgarian teenager was indicted
for “grave hooliganism” while four others
were fined and received stadium bans over
racist abuse at a Euro 2020 qualifier against
England, officials said yesterday. Monkey
chants and apparent Nazi salutes during
Monday’s match in Sofia sparked a storm of
protest that  overshadowed England’s 6-0
win and led to the resignation of Bulgaria’s
football chief and.

Thanks to CCTV footage from the national
stadium, Sofia police have so far identified
nine suspects in the stands, part of a group of
black-clad fans, who directed the abuse at
England’s players. Six of them were detained
on Wednesday. “One 18-year-old was indicted
late Wednesday for grave hooliganism and or-
dered detained in custody for 72 more hours,”
Sofia regional prosecution spokeswoman
Nevena Zartova said.

According to the indictment, the man used
obscene hand gestures and Nazi salutes and
turned his back to the field and pulled down
his trousers twice. If found guilty, he could
face up to five years in jail. “Out of the other
five, four were handed 1,000-leva (511 euro,
$568) fines and two-year bans from sports
events. Procedures against the fifth, who is
underage, are still ongoing,” Sofia police di-
rectorate spokeswoman Svetoslava Kostadi-
nova said. —AFP

Man City held by 
Atletico as French 
sides enjoy goal glut
PARIS: Manchester City’s hopes of reaching the
UEFA Women’s Champions League quarter-finals
were left on a knife-edge on Wednesday when
they were held to a 1-1 draw by Atletico Madrid
in the first leg of their last 16 clash. City were 1-0
up through Canadian international Janine Beckie
after 13 minutes but the Spanish visitors hit back
nine minutes from the final whistle through Char-
lyn Corral. Atletico, who knocked City out of last
year’s tournament, boasted England’s Toni Duggan
in their line-up.

Duggan had an early chance against her former

team but blasted the ball over the crossbar. Arse-
nal are well-placed to make the last eight after
coming back from Slavia Prague with a 5-2 win.
Dutch international Vivianne Miedema scored four
of the north Londoners’ goals with three coming
in a 15-minute period in the first half. Lyon, cham-
pions in the last four seasons, also virtually made
sure of their place in the quarter-finals with a 4-0
rout of Fortuna Hjorring in Denmark.

Norwegian star Ada Hegerberg opened the
scoring after 17 minutes from the penalty spot. It
was her 50th goal in her 49th match in the Cham-
pions League. Her 51st arrived in the second half,
sandwiching a double strike from Eugenie le Som-
mer. Fellow French side PSG eased past Breidablik
of Iceland 4-0. Karina Saevik, Brazilian star
Formiga and Marie-Antoinette Katoto were all on
target in the first half-hour. Poland’s Paulina Dudek
added the fourth in stoppage time.  —AFP 


