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RANCHI: On-song Virat Kohli is looking to top-
ple Aussie run machine Steve Smith in the inter-
national batting rankings as India push for a
whitewash over South Africa in the third Test
starting tomorrow. Kohli’s career-best 254 not
out in India’s second successive win in the
three-match series moved him to within one
point of Smith in the International Cricket
Council Test chart.

Smith replaced Kohli at number one last
month following his blazing Ashes series against
England and after the Indian star made a golden
duck against the West Indies. The Australian,
who only returned to Tests in August after a
year-long ban for ball-tampering, is out of action
in the five-day format until November 21 when
Australia host Pakistan.

Kohli regained lost ground against the strug-
gling South Africans in the current series as he
scored his seventh Test double century, joining
England great Wally Hammond and Sri Lanka’s
Mahela Jayawardene. He also went past Don
Bradman’s tally of 6,996 runs in 52 Tests. With
the Pune win last Sunday, India registered a
record 11th straight Test series triumph at home.
Australia had two streaks of 10 home series
wins. “I’m just happy to be where I am. Putting
the team in a commanding position is the only
thing I strive for,” said Kohli, who tops the ODI
batting chart.

‘Solid object’ 
South Africa suffered a fresh blow on Thurs-

day as opening batsman Aiden Markram was
ruled out of the final Test after hurting his wrist
when he “lashed out at a solid object”, Cricket
South Africa said. The incident happened “in
frustration” after Markram was out for his sec-
ond duck of the second Test in Pune last Sunday
as India won the match by an innings and 137
runs, and with it the series.

Markram called his actions “unaccept-
able” and said that “to let the team down is
what hurts me the most”. No replacement has
been called up, opening the way for Zubayr
Hamza to make his second Test appearance.
Skipper Faf du Plessis will meanwhile be
hoping to give his team more of a chance
from the get-go in Ranchi after losing the
toss in the first two Tests. It allowed India to
amass a mammoth first-innings total of 502
in Visakhapatnam as South Africa’s bowlers
toiled, and then 601 in Pune.

This prompted former England captain
Michael Vaughan to call Indian Test pitches
“boring”. Dean Elgar’s 160 has been the visitors’
only standout show in the series so far. Paceman
Kagiso Rabada said the up-and-coming team —
following the retirements of Hashim Amla and
Dale Steyn — need to up their performance and
their mindset.

“Our team is fresh and young, so the best
thing we can do is look at where we can improve
and remember our strengths and build on them,”
he said. He added: “From a physical point of

view, we need to execute our skills and from a
mental point of view, we need to believe we can
do it in certain situations. It’s a balance we’re
working on.” — AFP 

Kohli hot on Smith’s heels 
as India eye clean sweep

UAE captain Naveed 
charged with corruption 
DUBAI: United Arab Emirates captain Mohammed Naveed was
on Wednesday charged with corruption ahead of the World
Twenty 20 qualifiers and admitted: “I have let everybody down”.
Naveed was one of three UAE cricketers charged by the Inter-
national Cricket Council (ICC). Batsman Shaiman Anwar and
right-arm pace bowler Qadeer Ahmed have also been charged
by the ICC, the three players facing a total of 12 counts of
breaching the governing body’s anti-corruption rules.

All three have been provisionally suspended with immediate
effect and axed from the UAE squad for the 2020 World T20
qualifying event which starts in Dubai and Abu Dhabi on Friday.
“My family is let down, my friends are let down. Everybody is
let down. This was my mistake,” 32-year-old Naveed told The
National newspaper. “I am very sincere about my game, I am
very sincere about my career. I have been successful for the
UAE around the world, in leagues, for franchises. That is because
I am very sincere about my game.

“Now this has happened, I feel guilty. Why did I not talk to
the board, why did I not talk to the ICC? It is my mistake, and I
feel guilty.” Naveed told The National he had blundered in fail-
ing to report an approach made to him by “a fixer” who had pre-
tended to be an official representing a franchise in the T10
League also slated for the UAE in November. He said he ended
the conversation as soon as he realized he had been misled, but
admitted he did not report the approach to the ICC.

A fourth individual, Mehardeep Chhayakar, was also charged
for refusing to cooperate with the ICC. “Three UAE players and
a participant in cricket from Ajman have been charged with 13
counts of breaching cricket’s anti-corruption rules and the play-
ers have been provisionally suspended with immediate effect,”
the ICC said in its statement. The UAE selectors offered no ex-
planation earlier this week when Naveed was left out of the
squad for the T20 qualifiers, replaced as skipper by spinner
Ahmed Raza. — AFP

Historic marathon 
adds to Ineos’ 
sporting portfolio
PARIS: When Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge became the first man to
run a marathon in under two hours in Vienna this month, his per-
formance had been meticulously planned by one of sport’s major
new players, the petrochemicals giant Ineos. Founded and 60-
percent owned by British billionaire Jim Ratcliffe, Ineos is using
its vast profits to roll out a series of cutting-edge sporting proj-
ects in top-level cycling, football, athletics and sailing.

“We make six or seven billion dollars a year in profit, so
what’s wrong with investing a bit of that in sport?” Ratcliffe said
recently. A highly driven amateur sportsman himself, the self-
made businessman was on hand to personally congratulate Kip-
choge as he crossed the finish line. With Kipchoge and his
pacemakers decked out in Ineos-branded vests as he tri-
umphantly stopped the clock at 1hr 59min 40sec, the brand was
broadcast to the four corners of the earth.

The feat has propelled marathon running into a new era, even
though the world athletics body IAAF do not recognize it as a
world record due to the conditions in which it was conducted.
A group of 35 pacemakers worked in shifts to form a V-shaped
aerodynamic drag position using expertise that Ineos gained
from cycling’s peloton, decreasing the impact of the air on Kip-
choge’s body by 50-70 percent whether there was wind or not.

Research into carbohydrate intake, which is key to enhancing
performance in cycling, was also used during Kipchoge’s exploit.
Under the slogan “No human is limited”, Ineos’s efforts, or sports
marketing activities, have themselves few limits. When the 21-
year-old Colombian cycling prodigy Egan Bernal won the Tour
de France in July he did do under the Ineos banner after Ratcliffe
stepped in to sponsor cycling’s most successful outfit, formerly
known as Team Sky. “Sky was the reference in terms of sports
performance promoting the name of the sponsor,” Vincent

Chaudel, founder of France’s Observatoire du Sport Business,
told AFP of the setup that won five Tour de France titles in six
years in the colors of the media company.

‘Red Bull-type strategy’ 
Football is also part of the Ineos sports business plan and

Ratcliffe, a lifelong Manchester United fan, has been mentioned
as a possible future owner of Chelsea, if Russian tycoon Roman
Abramovich ever sells the Premier League club. Its Stamford
Bridge stadium is close to Ineos’s Knightsbridge headquarters.

Having previously bought and so far failed to revive the for-
tunes of Swiss club Lausanne Sport, Ineos bought French top-
flight club Nice in the close season with a view to helping them
into the Champions League. “Lausanne was an investment to be
close to the major sports bodies,” Chaudel said, noting that the
International Olympic Committee are based in the city and
UEFA’s headquarters are in Nyon, 40 kilometres away. “The
Nice investment came with a new stadium that is already built.
And the Riviera has marketing potential.”

Ineos has also provided Britain’s Olympic medal-winning
sailor Ben Ainslee with a 110-million-euro ($121.6-million) yacht
in a bid to bring the America’s Cup back to Britain in 2021. “The
strategy is similar to Red Bull where they are not just sponsors
but owners. Look at the marathon, they organised it down to
the last detail, mastering every aspect of the operation,” Virgile
Caillet, the general delegate of’ Union Sport & Cycle, a body
representing 1,400 sports businesses. “Ineos is a big interna-
tional group working in a sector which is not the most virtuous
sector. While cycling, running, sailing are all environmentally
sound sports.”

Ratcliffe, 66, had modest beginnings in a Manchester council
estate before attending Birmingham University and the London
Business School. He founded Ineos in 1998 and the company
now has 18,000 employees and a turnover of 60 billion euros a
year. The company is organized into 20 stand-alone businesses
spanning oil refineries, car production and chemicals. It had con-
troversial fracking ambitions in Britain but is now believed to
have set its sights on the US shale gas industry after Ratcliffe
complained of the British government’s “unworkable” rules to
prevent earth tremors. — AFP 

PUNE: Indian captain Virat Kohli (R) plays a shot during the second day of the second Test cricket
match between India and South Africa, at Maharashtra Cricket Association Stadium. — AFP 


