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BEIRUT: Qatar’s government said yesterday it
adopted a new minimum wage law and will scrap
mandatory exit visas for all workers, part of a
broad labor reform program ahead of its hosting
of the 2022 World Cup. The Gulf state, which re-
lies on about 2 million migrant workers for the
bulk of its labor force, is also planning to ease
curbs on changing employers, Qatar’s adminis-
trative development, labor and social affairs min-
istry said.

Qatar, along with other wealthy Gulf Arab
states, has come under fire for what rights
groups describe as poor labor conditions. Doha

is keen to show it is tackling allegations of
worker exploitation as it prepares to host the
2022 soccer World Cup, which it hopes will
boost its economy and development. The state-
ment said the cabinet had adopted new legisla-
tion related to the draft law on a minimum wage,
though it did not disclose what level the wage
could be. 

It added it passed another draft law which
will lead to the scrapping of exit permits for all
workers, adding work was also underway to en-
able employees to change employers more eas-
ily. Qatar last year eliminated exit visas for some

foreign migrant workers, but rights groups con-
sidered the reform incomplete as it did not apply
to domestic workers and allowed companies to
keep the visa requirement for up to 5% of staff.

The International Labor Organization de-
scribed the measures as “a momentous step for-
ward in upholding the rights of migrant workers”
and said they were aimed at ending the “kafala”
(sponsorship system). This system is common in
Gulf states where large portions of the popula-
tion is foreign. In Qatar it requires workers to
obtain their employers’ consent before changing
jobs, which advocate groups say leaves them

open to abuse.
“These steps will greatly support the rights of

migrant workers, while contributing to a more ef-
ficient and productive economy,” the ILO said in
a statement late on Wednesday. It said these new
reforms were expected to come into force by Jan-
uary 2020. Many of the workers toiling on Qatar’s
building sites, sweeping its streets and cleaning
private homes come from Asian countries like
Nepal, India and the Philippines. Doha has re-
sponded to criticism by rights groups by enacting
a broad reform program to guard worker rights
and improve its image abroad. — Reuters

Qatar approves minimum wage 
law, scraps worker exit permits

ILO describes the measures as ‘a momentous step forward’

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte hurt his
hip and suffered scratches in a motorcycle accident, sen-
ior aides of the 74-year-old leader said yesterday.
Duterte, whose health has been the subject of intense
public speculation, suffered the mishap at the Mala-
canang presidential palace compound late Wednesday,
according to spokesman Salvador Panelo.

The crash came 10 days after Duterte - the oldest per-
son to be elected Philippine president - disclosed he is
suffering from myasthenia gravis, an autoimmune disease
that could potentially have serious complications. “The
president was reaching for his shoe when he fell off his
motorycle that resulted in a minor injury, particularly light
bruises and slight scratches, to his elbow and knee,” Pan-
elo said in a statement. Senator Christopher “Bong” Go,
his former assistant and close aide, earlier told reporters
Duterte had “crashed” and complained of hip pain after
the accident, but was not hospitalized.

Panelo, citing Duterte’s girlfriend Cielito “Honeylet”
Avancena, said the president’s injury will not require
major treatment and “there is nothing to worry about”.
Duterte was trying to park the vehicle after driving
around a courtyard Panelo said, adding the leader was
now resting at the palace. Go later shared a video show-
ing Duterte, wearing formal clothes - without a helmet or
other protective gear - driving riding on a paved drive at
night. The actual accident was not shown in the clip.

Panelo declined to explain why there were two ver-
sions of the accident, stressing: “Whatever the story is,
what is important is he is in good hands - no major in-
jury.” Questions about his health have swirled since he
took office in 2016, with Duterte at times skipping
events and meetings or discussing his various ailments
during long and rambling speeches. The Philippine con-
stitution requires the handover of power to the vice
president if the leader dies or is incapacitated, Duterte
revealed in 2016 that he used to take fentanyl, a pow-
erful painkiller, because of a spinal injury from motor-
cycle accidents.—AFP 

Duterte injured in 
motorcycle crash

DIGOS, Philippines: A resident walks past debris from a partially damaged building after a 6.4 magnitude earthquake hit the night before in the
city of Digos, Davao del Sur province on the southern Philippine island of Mindanao. —AFP 

MANILA: Five people were killed and dozens were injured after
a powerful earthquake hit the southern Philippines, authorities
said yesterday. The 6.4-magnitude quake struck the Mindanao re-
gion on Wednesday night, reducing dozens of houses to rubble
on the southern third of the Philippines. Yesterday afternoon, au-
thorities said five people were killed and 53 injured, mainly in a
cluster of small farming towns.

Three people were killed in landslides while another was
crushed by the collapsed wall of a house. The fifth suffered a fatal
heart attack, the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment Council said. No fatalities were reported in Mindanao’s
major cities. Local authorities had earlier told AFP three children

were among the dead. The Philippine seismology office has
recorded more than 300 weaker aftershocks in the area since the
big quake, but authorities said they do not expect the toll to rise
significantly.

The disaster council’s spokesman Mark Timbal told local tele-
vision it had not received any reports of missing people from any
of the quake-hit areas. “People have returned home... They are
OK now, unlike last night when they were terrified and slept on
roads beside their homes,” Zaldy Ortiz, civil defence officer of
Magsaysay town said. Local school and government holidays
were announced in Magsaysay, where the landslides struck, to
allow building inspectors to check structures for damage, Ortiz
added.

Power was being restored in the bigger cities, but there was
substantial damage to some hospitals, government buildings,
schools, churches and houses in the small towns, the council said
in a report. In General Santos City, firefighters yesterday finally
put out a blaze that started at a shopping mall shortly after the
quake. The Philippines is part of the Pacific “Ring of Fire”, an arc
of intense seismic activity that stretches from Japan through
Southeast Asia and across the Pacific basin. —AFP 
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