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BRUSSELS: Britain clinched an eleventh-hour
Brexit deal with the EU yesterday, more than
three years after Britons voted in a referendum
to leave the bloc, but Prime Minister Boris John-
son still faces a knife-edge vote in parliament to
get it approved. “Where there is a will there is a
deal - we have one! It’s a fair and balanced
agreement for the EU and the UK and it is a tes-
tament to our commitment to find solutions,” Eu-
ropean Commission President Jean-Claude
Juncker said in a tweet a few hours before the
start of an EU summit in Brussels.

He said he would recommend that leaders of
the other 27 member states approve the deal. “I
believe it is high time to complete the divorce
process and move on, as swiftly as possible, to
the negotiation on the European Union’s future
partnership with the United Kingdom,” Juncker
said in a letter. Johnson, who was due to meet
the 27 at the summit later on, declared: “we have
a great new Brexit deal”.

He is hoping to get approval for the agreement
in a vote at an extraordinary session of the British
parliament tomorrow, to pave the way for an or-
derly departure on Oct 31. However, the Northern
Irish party that Johnson needs to help ratify any
agreement has refused to support the deal that
was hammered out over weeks of negotiations.
The head of the main opposition Labor Party, Je-
remy Corbyn, said in Brussels he was “unhappy”
with the deal and would vote against it. Lawmak-
ers in his party said they had been told to vote for
another referendum tomorrow.

‘Backstop’ gone
Negotiators worked frantically this week to

agree a draft compromise on the question of the
Irish border, the most difficult part of Brexit,
haggling over everything from customs checks
to the thorny issue of consent from the Northern
Irish administration.

The conundrum was how to prevent the fron-
tier becoming a backdoor into the EU’s single
market without erecting checkpoints that could
undermine the 1998 Good Friday Agreement,
which ended decades of conflict in the province.
The agreement reached will keep Northern Ire-
land in the UK customs area but tariffs will apply
on goods crossing from mainland Britain to
Northern Ireland if they are deemed to be
headed further, to Ireland and the bloc’s single
market.

The agreement scraps the “backstop”, a
mechanism envisaged earlier that was designed
to prevent a hard border being introduced on
the island of Ireland, and would have bound
Britain to some EU rules. The EU had long in-
sisted that the backstop could not be removed.
However, the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP),
which supports Johnson’s government, said the
new text was not acceptable - a step that could
spur hardline Brexiteers in his Conservative
party also to oppose ratification absent addi-
tional changes.

“These proposals are not, in our view, bene-
ficial to the economic wellbeing of Northern Ire-
land and they undermine the integrity of the

union,” the party said, warning that a parliamen-
tary vote tomorrow was just the first stage in ap-
proving the deal. Johnson has no majority in the
650-seat parliament, and in practice needs at
least 318 votes to get a deal ratified at what will
be the first Saturday session since the Argentine
invasion of the Falkland Islands in 1982. The DUP
have 10 votes.

The British parliament defeated similar deals
struck by Johnson’s predecessor, Theresa May,
three times. “The ball again is in the British par-
liament’s court ... I hope it goes through this
time,” Finnish Prime Minister Antti Rinne said in
Brussels. “I hope we are now at the end of this
process. But there are still many doubts - for in-
stance, inside the British parliament.” — Reuters

Britain clinches Brexit deal, PM 
now faces a parliament hurdle

Ball now back in UK parliament court after deal in Brussels

BRUSSELS: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson (center) gestures as he salutes French President Emmanuel
Macron (front right) after a round table meeting as part of a European Union summit at European Union Head-
quarters in Brussels yesterday. —AFP

N Ireland’s DUP: 
Hardline holdout 
on Brexit
LONDON: Northern Ireland’s Democratic Union-
ist Party is holding out in opposition to the Brexit
deal struck yesterday between London and Brussels
- a stance which has the potential to sink the agree-
ment. The DUP, which supports Prime Minister
Boris Johnson’s Conservative government, holds
major sway in whether a divorce agreement can get
through parliament. In the desperate scramble for
votes, DUP backing would have smoothed the path
for hardline Conservatives to get behind yesterday’s
Brexit package.

Northern Ireland has proved the sticking point
in the Brexit negotiations, so satisfying the DUP, the
province’s biggest party, has proved a key test on
the road to an acceptable deal. The DUP is a hard-
line group whose tough negotiating tactics were
forged in the sectarian conflict over British rule in
Northern Ireland that left thousands dead over
three decades. The party is known for its fiery rhet-
oric and steely determination in holding out, rather
than its willingness to compromise.

“No” has been its classic watchword. Hours be-
fore London and Brussels announced they had

found an agreement, the DUP said it could not sup-
port what was on the table - notably on customs
and consent issues, as well as sales tax arrange-
ments. The party said it wants a deal that “protects
the economic and constitutional integrity” of the
United Kingdom. Following the news from Brussels,
a DUP source told AFP that the earlier statement
“remains our position”. 

The hard-bargaining party has only 10 MPs in the
650-seat British parliament in London. However,
those votes could prove vital to the prime minister if
he is to get any deal through the lower House of
Commons. The DUP propped up the Conservative
government after the 2017 general election, giving it
a slim majority in the lower house. The alliance agree-
ment with the government came at a price of £1 bil-
lion ($1.3 billion, 1.15 billion euros) in extra funding for
Northern Ireland. Since Johnson expelled rebel Con-
servatives in early September, the government is now
well short of a majority - even with DUP votes.

Deeply socially and economically conservative,
the DUP is firmly rooted in Northern Ireland’s
Protestant, pro-British community. It has softened
its fiery anti-Catholicism since it was founded by the
Protestant evangelical minister Ian Paisley in 1971.
The party has been led for nearly four years by Ar-
lene Foster, 49, who survived a school bus bombing
as a teenager. The no-nonsense figure was North-
ern Ireland’s first minister throughout 2016 before
the province’s power-sharing institutions collapsed
in early 2017 over a lack of trust. —AFP

Brexit: From shock 
vote to leave to 
draft divorce deal
PARIS: Milestones on Britain’s road out of the
European Union after Britain and the EU reached
a draft Brexit deal yesterday to be put to the
British parliament and EU leaders.

Vote to leave 
In an advisory referendum on June 23, 2016,

Britons choose to leave the 28-nation EU by 52
to 48 percent of votes. The shock outcome
prompts Conservative Prime Minister David
Cameron, who had led the campaign to preserve
Britain’s four-decade membership of the bloc, to
resign the next day. 

May becomes PM 
Theresa May, the interior minister who also

backed remaining in the EU, becomes prime min-
ister on July 13. On January 17, 2017 she sets out
her Brexit strategy, saying Britain will leave Eu-
rope’s single market and control EU immigration.

Exit process triggered 
On March 29, 2017 the government starts a

two-year timetable for withdrawal with a letter to
the EU Council formally announcing Britain’s in-
tention to leave. The Brexit deadline is set for
March 29, 2019.

Lost majority 
To strengthen her hand in Brexit negotiations,

May calls a snap election for June 8, 2017. But the
Conservatives lose their parliamentary majority
and are forced to strike a deal for support from
Northern Ireland’s hardline Democratic Unionist
Party (DUP).

Draft deal agreed 
On November 13, 2018 British and EU nego-

tiators reach a draft divorce agreement. EU lead-
ers approve the accord on November 25. But May
faces an angry backlash from her own party over
the deal’s terms amid fears it leave Britain’s inter-
minably trapped in EU trade rules.

Rejected three times 
In the first parliament vote on the deal on Janu-

ary 15, 2019, MPs vote 432 to 202 against-the
biggest government defeat in British parliamentary
history.  The next day the government narrowly sur-
vives a vote of no confidence. The House of Com-
mons rejects the deal again on March 12 by 391 to
242. On March 27, May promises to resign if her
Brexit deal is adopted. Parliament votes against it
for a third time on March 29 - by 344 to 286.

Deadline delays 
The EU agrees to delay Brexit until May 22 and

then-at an April 10-11 summit-until October 31, the
current deadline. The delay means Britain is
obliged to organise European Parliament elections
on May 23, which are won by the Brexit Party of
anti-EU populist Nigel Farage. —AFP


