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KD 2,000 worth of fake coins
confiscated at airport cargo

Power cut at 38 ‘bachelors’ houses in Municipality crackdown

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWIAT: In a bizarre case described as ‘the first of its kind in
Kuwait,’ customs officers yesterday confiscated a shipment con-
taining forged 100 fils valued at KD 2,000 in total before it made
its way inside Kuwait. Customs officers became suspicious of a
parcel weighing nearly 127 kilograms that arrived at Kuwait Inter-
national Airport from an Asian country. They obtained a warrant
to open and search the parcel, upon which they discovered the
fake coins. Concerned authorities were informed about the smug-
gling attempt, and legal action is being taken.

Suicide attempt
A Kuwaiti citizen escaped death when he jumped from the third

floor of a Jabriya building in a suicide attempt, which was prevented
when he landed on a sign placed on the second floor. Paramedics took
the man to the hospital to be treated for minor injuries he sustained.

Jabriya fire
Hawally and Salmiya fire brigades battled a blaze in a Jabriya

apartment yesterday. The 15-storey building was evacuated be-
fore the fire was extinguished. No injuries were reported in the
incident, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate said in a statement. An

investigation was opened to determine the cause of the fire.

Crackdown against ‘bachelors’
Kuwait Municipality carried out a campaign against ‘bachelors

residence’ in Khaitan, Omariya, Farwaniya and Andalus yesterday,
during which municipality inspectors cut power to 38 houses
found in violation of the law that bans renting lodgings to single
expatriate men in ‘private residence areas’ allocated for families’
residence only. Inspectors also issued 22 warnings during the
campaign, while eight houses were voluntarily evicted from bach-
elors, the municipality said in a statement.

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The National Assembly received
assurances that the visit of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah to Egypt, planned for Octo-
ber 20 - 22, is not scheduled to include signing
treaties that may lead to increasing the number
of Egyptian labor in Kuwait, parliamentary
sources said, noting that MPs give ‘extreme
priority’ to fixing the country’s demographic
structure imbalance. Kuwait’s labor market is
open to recruitment of laborers from all na-
tionalities, which does not require signing a
special agreement with Egypt or any other
country on that regard, the sources explained. 

Speaking on the condition of anonymity,
the sources said that the visit is expected to
see the signing of economic deals related to
Kuwaiti investments in Egypt, especially in-
creasing them in some service sectors, in ad-
dition to an agreement regarding Egypt’s
request to increase Kuwaiti oil supplies after
showing readiness to make payments every six
months instead of nine.

Annual leaves
In other news, MP Khalil Al-Saleh an-

nounced yesterday that a decision will soon be

issued to allow public sector employees to ex-
change their annual leaves with cash consid-
erations, with a maximum of 180 days to be
exchanged. The lawmaker said that he coordi-
nated with the Finance Ministry and Civil
Service Commission in this regard. 

Meanwhile MP Mohammad Al-Dallal crit-
icized the answer he received to a question
he addressed to State Minister for Economic
Affairs Maryam Al-Aqeel in regards to em-
ploying citizens in the private sector, de-
scribing it as ‘general’ and ‘not precise
enough,’ besides lacking any implementation
plans for employing large numbers of
Kuwaitis in private companies.

Jahra Hospital 
The first phase of the new Jahra Hospital

will be operational on Sunday, Jahra Health
Zone Director Dr Bader Al-Enezi announced
yesterday. The first phase includes operating
the maternity, gynecology, obstetrics and
neonatal departments with a capacity of 220
beds, Enezi told reporters during a function
held by the Jahra Health Zone to celebrate
the return of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Mean-
while, economic funding professor and ex-
pert in managing pharmacies Dr Abdullah
Muhanna said there are more than 500 pri-
vate pharmacies in Kuwait, employing nearly
2,500 workers.

PACI maintenance
The Public Authority for Civil Information

(PACI) announced suspending its services
from 1:00 pm yesterday to Sunday in order to
carry out regular maintenance.

Labor deal not on
Premier’s Egypt
visit agenda By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Islamist opposition MP Mohammad
Al-Dallal yesterday criticized a memorandum by
the Supreme Judicial Council for pointing out
that allowing political parties in the country is
not supported by the constitution.

Dallal told reporters in the National Assembly
that the 1962 constitution and its explanatory
note both clearly stipulate to allow legislators to
debate and approve a law to form political par-
ties. The lawmaker was commenting on the opin-
ion of the Judicial Council on a draft law
submitted by five lawmakers to initiate debate in
the assembly to legalize the establishment of po-
litical parties.

The assembly’s legal and legislative commit-
tee had sought the opinion of the Judicial Coun-
cil before it reports back to the assembly on the
draft law. Political parties are not allowed in
Kuwait but several political groupings operate
as de facto political parties in the country. These
groups however are not regulated under the um-
brella of the law and the country’s parliamentary
system is not greatly influenced by them.

Dallal said that the constitution and its ex-
planatory note do not clearly state that political
parties are not allowed nor they are banned but
left it for lawmakers to debate and approve leg-
islation to allow full political parties and conse-
quently develop the country’s parliamentary
system. The lawmaker insisted that the existing
political set up will not help stabilize or improve

the country’s democracy without allowing polit-
ical parties.

He referred to an article in the constitution
requiring His Highness the Amir to consult with
present speaker and former speakers of the as-
sembly, current and former premiers and then
heads of political associations or groups before
appointing a new prime minister.

He said that this reference clearly supports
the establishment of political parties which are
so essential for the development of the political
system. But in its opinion, the Judicial Council
expressed fear that allowing political parties
could trigger disputes among those parties for
control of the assembly and government rather
than focusing on serving the nation. 

MP Dallal says constitution
allows political parties

The National Assembly.


