
My son wanted to have a pet dog but I refused
while he was small. Then a year and a half ago, I
finally caved and got one. I had deliberately

delayed getting a dog because the haris (building guard) of
my building where I lived warned me that dogs are not
allowed in my building. 

To satisfy my son’s instinct caring for house pets, I end-
ed up buying gold fish, then love birds later and a rabbit.
There was no complaint from the haris. However, every time
my son saw a dog being walked by its owner he would
remind me of his desire to have a pet dog one day. 

So, when we moved to Farwaniya (from Maidan Hawally)
the haris told me that it is okay to keep a small breed of
dogs in the building. I ended up surprising my two sons
with a dog. I saw the joy in the eyes of my son; the animal is
small and well trained and a real source of happiness for
both of my kids.

A year later, another cute doggie, a Maltese breed, joined
our family. The previous owner couldn’t keep it because it
was fighting with the owner’s other dog, a Chihuahua. The
previous owner also faced complaints from his neighbors of
too much noise emanating from the flat due to the dogs’
fighting and barking. So I ended up taking the Maltese. 

The number of dogs as pets in homes and apartments
in Kuwait has skyrocketed in the last decade. In the early
2000s, it was rare to see someone walking their dog on
the seaside or at a park. Now there are pet cafes, numer-
ous pet shops and even activities on the weekends for
owners with pets. 

Dogs make an amazing addition to a family. There is
research to suggest that those with pets, including dogs, live
longer. They are also typically very loyal, providing comfort
and love for children and can serve as a great way to teach
children how to love and respect other living things. 

But in Kuwait there are many problems faced by pet
owners, especially those who own dogs. Firstly, many apart-
ments refuse to allow dogs as pets in their flats. Sometimes
someone may get a dog without the landlord’s permission or
against the terms of their rental contract only to be told by
the haris that the dog must go. 

Rolly from the Philippines was very fond of his Labrador,
but his building wasn’t pet-friendly. “I got the dog when she
was a puppy. She was playful, but became irritable and
noisy during the mating season. This annoyed others, so
people in my building began complaining about the noise to
our haris, who told me to remove my pet from the building.

Hesitantly and very emotionally, I abided by the wishes of
the residents and gave up my dog to a Filipino veterinarian,”
Rolly told Kuwait Times. 

Another problem is that many people take puppies
because they are cute and cuddly and easy to take care of
but without any real understanding of the commitment.
Dogs can live as much as 15 years or more and they essen-
tially become a part of your family. So when they age out of
puppyhood, what happens then? Or when families travel
for summer? 

The sudden explosion of dogs on the streets is a
good indicator. They are visible in the mornings and late
evenings scavenging for food. Since their numbers continue
to rise, there have been reports of dogs attacking people in
various areas of Kuwait. Some car accidents have also been
blamed on dogs suddenly crossing the road without warn-
ing. There have also been complaints of dogs fighting and
barking. 

With the rise in the dog population, cases of animal cru-
elty and mistreatment have risen too. As a result, there has
been a rise in rescue groups and there are now more than a
dozen operating in Kuwait - though none with the support
or help of the government. 

An Indian woman named Sheila also shared how she has
a very healthy and happy white Pomeranian. “I found Pluto
after he was rescued by a close friend from an abusive
house. I heard he was kept in the balcony of his owner’s
house, and when he barked, was beaten. I got the dog when
he was only eight months old - but he looked older, maybe
because he was stressed. When the family went on vaca-
tions, he was left with very little food and water to survive in
the summer heat. The owner decided to give him away, and
since my friend knew that I love animals, she immediately
took the dog and gave it to me,” she said. 

“From the time I took the dog until now, I have been car-
ing for him. It took him more than a year before he barked
again. It was hard at first because he was abused, but all I
gave was love and affection, so the treatment was quicker.
Now the dog is healthy and happy,” Sheila said. “Thanks to
the compassion shown by my friend - if not for her, Pluto
would’ve probably ended up on the road, just like so many
dogs I see on the streets. The haris allowed me to give shel-
ter to Pluto,” Sheila added. 

Until the Kuwaiti government accepts the fact that the
country is being overwhelmed by stray dogs, their num-
bers will continue to rise. Also, killing dogs with poison or
chemicals is not the answer. Maybe the government needs
to set up a center or shelter to care for abandoned dogs
and treat them compassionately. Owners can surrender
their unwanted pets at the shelter and the government can
decide whether to give them up for adoption or put them
down humanely.
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Local Spotlight

Nobel for poverty

Three US citizens, including one woman, have won
the Nobel Prize in Economics for their work on
poverty; the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences

stated last week that the award is given to achievements
of individuals who are working for a very important
issue, in this case, global poverty.

The three economists were rewarded for introducing
a new approach to obtain reliable answers about the
best way to reduce global poverty. The prize will be
divided equally among the three researchers and the
winners’ research has improved their ability to fight
global poverty, the academy said in a statement.

The Economics Prize, the latest of Nobel Prize, is
officially known as the “Bank of Sweden Award for
Economic Sciences in memory of Alfred Nobel”, estab-
lished in 1968 to celebrate the 300th anniversary of the
Bank of Sweden. This year, Ethiopian Prime Minister
Abe Ahmed, the architect of reconciliation with Eritrea
and a pioneer of reforms in his country, also won the
Nobel Peace Prize.

I believe that this year’s award has been based on real
achievements of the candidates and ones that the people
are in desperate need. The Ethiopian Prime Minister
seems energetic and eager to unite the African continent
with peace, especially since many countries there have
witnessed civil wars and political conflicts. Africa needs
peace, it’s about time and no one can bring peace to it
better than its own people.

As for the issue of poverty, I believe that this issue
has been ignored, whether intentionally or not, for many
years by many governments in the world.   

The World Bank publishes a report entitled “Solving
the Poverty puzzle” that addresses poverty rates around
the world and   definitions of poverty. Currently, poverty
is described as those who live on less than $3.20 a day in
middle-income countries. Extreme poverty is for people
living on less than $1.90 a day. According to October
2018 World Bank report, eradicating extreme poverty
remains a huge challenge. The most prominent info of
the report was that 83% of the world’s poor people live
in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.

The United Nations in collaboration with the
University of Oxford, has published an index of multidi-
mensional poverty that measures poverty in terms of
health, education and standard of living. 

Sadly, the poorest of Arab countries are now Yemen
and the news that Iraq came in the report is sad news
because it is a rich country in natural and human
resources and  I really hope that the war in Yemen will
end and Iraq will build a solid economy. 

I think ending poverty in the world is a beautiful
dream. But income inequality has worsened not
improved in the last decade and for those living the
nightmare of daily struggling to survive, nothing except
a real and fair income is going to make a difference. 

I believe that poverty is a real dilemma because natu-
ral resources are shrinking in exchange for population
growth, a fact that does not need a world genius. It is
good to see the Nobel Prize goes to those who speak
and think about it as a puzzle  that must be solved.
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IN MY VIEW

Kuwait embraces dogs as home
pets, but there’s a problem...


