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Kuwait ready 
to host bowling
championships 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Bowling Club, headed by Sheikh
Talal Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah continues its prepara-
tions for the opening of the 25th Asian Ten Pin Bowling
Championship with the participation of 28 countries, to
be hosted by Kuwait next Sunday, as the men and
women teams are training hard in order to guarantee a
positive participation.

Bowling Club Secretary and head of the national
teams Salem Al-Aradah said work is ongoing since the
handover of the Bowling Center six month ago to com-
plete all the necessary preparations at international

standards under the patronage of HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

He said all systems used in international champi-
onships were brought in, and lauded the facilities of the
Bowling Center, adding that the current facilities will be
ready to host the world championships of the individu-
als and teams in 2020 and 2021.

Al-Aradah appreciated the support of various state
entities including private universities, schools and
sports authority that removed all obstacles.

The secretary said Kuwaiti men and women teams’
preparations was in full swing. The technical depart-
ment intensified its preparations in order to appear in a
respectable form by holding training camps in Hong
Kong and Denmark.

He said officials are working hard and lauded the
players’ efforts who are training hard to achieve suc-
cess. He said Kuwait teams’ mission will not be easy as
they will compete against the prominent champions of
Asia, adding that getting in competition with them will
be the most important thing at this stage.

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has renewed its partnership with
the Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) for this year’s
‘Gulf Bank 642 Marathon.’ For the second consecutive
year, Gulf Bank will be supporting the KRCS with
donations for medical aid for those who are unable to
afford medical treatment in Kuwait. 

Proceeds from the Gulf Bank 642 Marathon will go
towards the Kuwait Red Crescent Society, covering the
provision of medical devices including pacemakers,
cochlear devices, hearing aids, electric wheelchairs,
and stents. 

Commenting on the renewed partnership with
KRCS, Ahmad Al Amir, Assistant General Manager for
External Communications at Gulf Bank, said: “Gulf Bank
is committed to supporting the local community, which
is why we are renewing our alliance with the Kuwait
Red Crescent Society in support of its efforts to pro-
vide healthcare to patients who are unable to afford it.
The Gulf Bank 642 Marathon is a family-fun activity
that not only brings people together, but also encour-
ages everyone to give back. We invite everyone to par-
ticipate in the marathon and to donate in support of the
Kuwait Red Crescent Society.” 

On his part, Anwar Al Hasawi, the Vice Chairman at
Kuwait Red Crescent Society, said: “At the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society, we rely on social responsibility initia-
tives spearheaded from different stakeholders in the
private sector. We are especially delighted to be an
annual beneficiary of the Gulf Bank 642 Marathon,
whose proceeds will contribute directly to our efforts.
We are also proud to be a part of an event that encour-
ages people to lead healthier lifestyles. We thank Gulf
Bank for their continued efforts in organizing the Gulf
Bank 642 Marathon, which is only growing in its suc-
cess every year.”

The Gulf Bank 642 Marathon has placed Kuwait on

the map for international sporting events. It is the only
road race in Kuwait to have received accreditation from
the Association of International Marathons and
Distance Races (AIMS).

The much anticipated community event is scheduled
to take place on Saturday, November 16, 2019 and
invites challenge-seeking athletes as well as beginner

runners to participate. Last year’s marathon was an
unprecedented success with over 7,500 attendees rep-
resenting over 66 nationalities competing at the event.

For event registration and more information regard-
ing participation as a corporate or in groups, please
visit www.gulfbank642marathon.com or access the
Instagram account @GulfBank642

IOC to move Tokyo 
Olympic marathon 
to Hokkaido due 
to heat concerns
TOKYO: The International Olympic Committee
yesterday announced a plan to move the
marathon and race walking at Tokyo 2020 to
Japan’s northernmost island of Hokkaido from
originally planned courses in the capital due to
worries about heat.

The IOC’s statement said that it is planning to
move the events to Sapporo, which will mean
“significantly lower temperatures for the athletes
during the Olympic Games.” “Athletes’ health and
well-being are always at the heart of our con-
cerns,” IOC President Thomas Bach said in a
statement.

“The Olympic Games are the platform where
athletes can give ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ perform-
ances, and these measures ensure they have the
conditions to give their best.” However, Tokyo
2020 organisers appeared to think the move was
just a proposal and that further discussions would
be had at their coordination commission meeting
planned for the end of this month.

“Working closely with the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government, the Tokyo 2020
Organising Committee will discuss this matter
with the concerned parties at the upcoming IOC
Coordination Commission meetings,” a Tokyo
2020 statement said. The head of the
International Association of Athletics Federations
Sebastian Coe said his organisation will be
working with the IOC and Tokyo 2020 on any
new plan.

“(We) will continue to work with the IOC and
Tokyo 2020 on the proposal to move the road
events to Sapporo,” Coe said in a statement.
“Giving athletes the best platform for their per-
formances within the environment they are in is
central to all major events.”

Organisers had been looking for ways to pro-
tect athletes and spectators from Tokyo’s swelter-
ing temperatures expected during next year’s
Summer Olympics and Paralympic Games.

Tokyo held a test marathon in September, fea-
turing tents equipped with mist machines for
spectators. Officials had also been planning to
hold longer-distance races during cooler hours,
but questions had persisted over whether such
steps were enough.

Suffocating humidity and high temperatures at
the recent world championship marathon in Doha
proved gruelling despite a midnight start. It was
still 29.09 Celsius with 48.6% humidity at the
start of the marathon and nearly a third of the 70
starters failed to reach the finish line, fuelling
debate over athletes’ welfare.

Temperatures in Tokyo during July and August,
when the city hosts the Olympic and Paralympic
Games, commonly exceed 30 degrees Celsius,
with high humidity adding to the discomfort.

Sapporo’s temperatures during the period are
as much as five to six degrees centigrade cooler
during the day than in Tokyo, the IOC said. The
city will also host some Olympic soccer matches.
However, Kyodo News reported officials describ-
ing the move as coming “out of the blue.”

“We have practical experience with running
big competitions such as the Hokkaido Marathon,
but will that know-how translate to the
Olympics?” a Sapporo official was quoted as
saying by Kyodo.

The Tokyo 2020 Olympics will run from July
24 - Aug. 9. —Reuters

JEJU: Phil Mickelson said yesterday that captain
Tiger Woods should pick himsel f  to play the
Presidents Cup this year believing it is wrong that
two of 2019’s major winners are not automatic
selections.

Woods won his 15th major at The Masters and
Gary Woodland won the US Open, but neither quali-
fied automatically in the top eight points scorers for
December’s team matchplay showdown against Team
International in Melbourne.

“I think those two players should be automatic
picks,” Mickelson firmly told AFP at the CJ Cup in
Jeju, South Korea. “I think if somebody else was the
captain, 100 percent they would pick Tiger.

“The only reason that it’s a question is because it’s
weird to pick yourself, but he’s ninth in the world, and
he won the Masters. He should be on the team.”
Mickelson has an unmatched record in team events,
playing in 24 consecutive Ryder or Presidents Cups
since 1994.

But the five-time major winner is resigned to
missing out saying his form this year has not been
good enough.

“I have not played well in the last seven, eight
months,” said the slimmed-down 49-year-old, who
has embarked on a fitness and diet regime in an effort
to get back to his best.

“Even if I were to win (this week), I have not done
enough to warrant a pick. I’m not asking for one, I
don’t expect one.”

Woods is returning from arthroscopic surgery at
the inaugural Zozo Championship in Japan next week
and his fitness will probably decide if he follows the
advice of his long-standing rival.

Mickelson by contrast is revelling in his new fitter
body and has set himself the target of making the US
Ryder Cup team next at Whistling Straights at the
age of 50.

“Well, I’m starting to play some good golf and I
fully expect to play to my level and make the Ryder
Cup team next year,” he said. “But the players that
are on the Presidents Cup team need to showcase
consistency throughout the year.

“I have not played very consistent good golf at all
this year. And there are a lot better, more deserving
players that have earned their way on to the team.” A
lithe-looking Mickelson would not reveal how much
weight he has lost, but said he was already feeling the
benefits.

“I’ve changed my eating habits. I eat much healthi-
er, I eat a lot less,” he revealed. “I work out twice a
day when I’m home and I believe that the weight loss
and increased physical fitness will help me play bet-
ter,” said Mickelson.

“I wanted to feel better on the golf course, I want-
ed to be able to practise longer and I wanted to be
able to recover faster. “It helps me have more energy
and more focus towards the end of the rounds. I’m
optimistic and believe that I will start to play to the
level that I know I’m able to.” —AFP
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