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US producer, director and writer of film
Darren Star poses with his ‘Cannes series
Award’ trophy for his career in the television
and cinema at the MIPCOM, the World’s
biggest television and entertainment market,
in Cannes, southeastern France. — AFP

He has a string of hits from “Sex In The
City” to “Beverly Hills 90210” under his
belt, but legendary showrunner Darren

Star wanted the ground to open underneath
him on the first day of shooting his new televi-
sion show. “Emily in Paris”, is a fish-out-water
romantic comedy about an American marketing
executive living the dream in the French capital.
Except that Emily-played by Lily Collins, the
actress daughter of pop star Phil Collins-is in
over her head, without a word of the language.
“The first scene we actually shot was with her
Chinese friend who is telling her how mean the
French are,” Star said. 

“I thought ‘Oh no, we are filming this in Paris
with all these nice French people in the crew.’
But actually I think they got a kick out of it,”
laughed Star, one of the most successful TV
producers ever. The frisson of cultural tension
runs almost as strong as the romance through
the show-which is due to air next year-with
Star admitting that he “has great fun with cul-
tural misunderstandings but also the
exchanges”. “We play on it a bit,” Star said.
“But the French bash us too, and the French

characters just kill her.”  “We try to see their
side too.” After all, “she is an American who
comes in tone deaf to the culture.” 

Love hate relationship
French bashing may have become a social

media bloodsport in the States, but Star is a fan
of both the country and the people. While US
President Donald Trump complained loudly on
Twitter that “Paris is no longer Paris”-and
rarely misses a chance to do France down-Star
begs to differ. “It is a good time to be leave the
United States for a while,” he observed wryly
of his four months shooting the first series in
the French capital. “And the longer I am here
the more I like it,” he added.

Star said Trump has a “love hate relationship
with Paris. And a lot of Americans have that
attitude for sure.” But underneath all that,
“people have a real affinity with France and a
real love affair with Paris in particular. And
there has never been a TV series that taps into
that.” A little like “Sex In The City” did with
New York, “the nice thing about this show is
that it gives the viewer the opportunity to go

on that vicarious journey with her.” “We are
living through her, and it is definitely romantic
and glamorous” with Lily Collins’ character
Emma working in the luxury good trade which
brings her into contact with the worlds of fash-
ion, wine and haute cuisine. “But she also has
struggles.

Gift for romantic comedy
“She is from Chicago and she wasn’t the

person who was meant to go to Paris for her
job. And really (her new Parisian colleagues)
are not happy to see her. “She is also a strong-
willed Midwestern girl who comes in with a lot
of ideas. She is bubbly and nice, and they do
not like that either,” Star told AFP amid a round
of meetings at MIPCOM, the world’s biggest
entertainment market, in the French Riviera
resort of Cannes. “So she gets stepped on a lot
at the beginning but she kind of catches on.”

Star believes the series could run and run
and was lavish in his praise of Collins, 30, who
got rave reviews for her performance as Fantine
in the BBC adaptation of “Les Miserables” ear-
lier this year. “Lily is such a star,” he declared.

“It is dangerous to do a show with her if you
only want to do one season, people are going
to like her.” The producer said she has a “real
gift for romantic comedy and she brings so
much of herself to it.”

French actor Mathias Barneville from the hit
series “Call My Agent!” stars opposite her, with
the French cast translating their own lines from
English.  Even after nearly four months in the
French capital, the beauty of the place still
takes Star by surprise. “I have the opposite of
Paris Syndrome,” a condition sometimes suf-
fered by Japanese tourists shocked that the city
is different to their expectations.

“I think the show meets all your fantasies of
Paris. And we don’t have to work hard to find
it.” He said Emmy may live in a tiny attic apart-
ment but “all she has to do is to stick her head
out the window to see beauty.” Star’s only wor-
ry is that his main locations in the Latin Quarter
are so pretty that “people will think it is not
real, it so looks like a backlot. But it is.” — AFP

The sequel to Walt Disney Co’s 2014
hit “Maleficent,” which begins rolling
out in global theaters on Wednesday,

puts three women at the center of a fight
for control between humans and fairies.
Angelina Jolie stars in “Maleficent:
Mistress of Evil” as the titular villain and
dark fairy godmother to Aurora, the queen
of the fairies played by Elle Fanning. When
Aurora becomes engaged to the human
Prince Phillip, the pending marriage brings
Maleficent in conflict with Aurora’s future
mother-in-law, Queen Ingrith, who is
played by Michelle Pfeiffer.

It is the rare Hollywood movie where
men are in secondary roles. “They’re just
not the focus” in this film, Pfeiffer told
Reuters in an interview. Chiwetel Ejiofor, in
the role of a mysterious figure named
Conall, said the movie plays with many of
the traditional narratives typical to fairy
tales. “There’s like 100 tropes that are
exploded in this film,” Ejiofor said. “Seeing
those explored in different ways, I think is
very exciting.”

The sequel reflects the message of
the original, which urged people not to
judge a book by its cover or to attach
labels to others that ostracize them. The
sequel amplifies the look with more fan-

tastical creatures and more intricate
costumes. “You try that little bit harder
to say ‘We’ve got to give them some-
thing better or we’ve got to give them
something a little more fun,” said Jolie,
who also acted as a producer of the film,
“or this would make a better Halloween
costume for the kids.”— Reuters 

US actress Elle Fanning poses on the red car-
pet upon arrival for the European premiere of
the film ‘Maleficent: Mistress of Evil’ in
London. — AFP

US actress Angelina
Jolie poses on the
red carpet upon
arrival for the
European premiere of
the film ‘Maleficent:
Mistress of Evil’ in
London. — AFP

It takes a brave director to make a comedy
about a 10-year-old Nazi and his imaginary
friend Hitler-and an even bolder one to play

the moustache-and-swastika-clad dictator him-
self. But Taika Waititi says he was determined to
use humor to tackle bigotry and fascism in his
Oscar-tipped film “Jojo Rabbit,” released this
week, at a time when there are “many Nazis
around.” “It’s 80 years ago this year that Charlie
Chaplin made ‘The Great Dictator’. So I
wouldn’t say it’s too soon!” the New Zealander,
who is of Jewish and Maori descent, told jour-
nalists at a Beverly Hills press conference.

“It’s following in the tradition of some very
smart people who had something to say and
used comedy-which in my opinion is one of the
most powerful tools against bigotry and against
regimes and dictators,” said the “Thor:
Ragnarok” director. The film, starring Scarlett
Johansson, portrays World War Two through the
eyes of a young German boy (Roman Griffin
Davis) who has been indoctrinated by the Nazi
Youth, and is appalled to discover a Jewish girl
living in his attic.

Young Jojo, who has never met a Jew before,
initially views her with fear and revulsion. But
upon learning his mother (Johansson) has
secretly taken in the girl at immense risk, he is
forced to spend time with her. Billed as an “anti-
hate satire,” the movie has been in the works
since 2011, when Waititi’s mother first recom-
mended to him “Caging Skies,” the novel on
which it is based. Its release comes at a time
when despots and far-right populists are on the
rise around the world, said Waititi.

“There weren’t as many Nazis around then!”
he said, referring to when work on the movie
first started.  Now, “It feels strangely relevant,
more relevant.” “Cut to 2019, this film is coming
out, there’s the rise of more neo-Nazis and hate
groups and intolerance and hate is on the rise,
and people who promote hate and intolerance,”
Waititi said.

Audacious  
It has resonated with audiences, and the film

could yet emulate 1997’s “La vita e bella” (“Life
Is Beautiful”), another polarizing Nazi-themed
film which bagged three Academy Awards.
While “Jojo Rabbit” received lukewarm reviews,
it dramatically entered Oscars contention last

month when it won the Toronto film festival’s top
prize. The audience-selected award has proven
a reliable bellwether for several recent best pic-
ture Oscar winners including “Green Book,”
“The King’s Speech” and “Slumdog Millionaire.”

Festival-goers shrugged off critics’ con-
cerns over the film’s cartoonish, “hipster” aes-
thetic, and Waititi’s controversial on-screen
portrayal of a childish, idiotic Hitler-a figment
of the young boy’s brainwashed imagination.
Waititi said he did not originally want to play
the Hitler character-who badgers Jojo to turn
on the Jewish girl-but did so on the request of
Fox Searchlight, the studio which bought the
film. “Playing that role, the main word to
describe it is embarrassing,” said Waititi. “I
was embarrassed most of the time, to have to
dress like that.”

But the decision paid off, said Waititi, as
having a known Hollywood screen star in the
role would have diverted attention from the

film’s true concern-the impact of war and fas-
cism on innocent young minds. Johansson-the
world’s top-paid actress-instead came on
board as Jojo’s goofy but idealistic mother. Her
interest was piqued after her fellow Marvel
superhero star Chris Hemsworth showed her
Waititi’s script.

“It was full of whimsy and it was childlike but
it was also really poignant and strong and had a
vulnerability to it,” said Johansson. Stephen
Merchant, the co-creator of “The Office” who
plays a sinister Gestapo captain, said he felt it
was “audacious” to make the movie at a time
when “mainstream cinema has got perhaps a lit-
tle bit more conservative or less risk taking ...
That’s to be applauded.” “Jojo Rabbit” hits
North American theaters on Friday. — AFP 

(Left to right) Rebel Wilson, Scarlett Johansson, Thomasin McKenzie, and Taika Waititi attend the pre-
miere of Fox Searchlights’ ‘Jojo Rabbit’ at Post 43 in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

Actor Cuba Gooding Jr pleaded not
guilty Tuesday to groping two
women as prosecutors revealed that

a dozen others had accused the Oscar win-
ner of sexual misconduct. The “Jerry
Maguire” star was arraigned before a judge
in New York to hear an indictment against
him that added new forcible touching and
sexual abuse charges to a previous allega-
tion. Gooding was due to go on trial last
week over accusations he grabbed a
woman’s breast without her consent in a
Manhattan bar on a night out in June.

But it was postponed after prosecutors
said they planned to file new charges. That
indictment was unsealed at a state criminal
court on Tuesday, showing that Gooding is

also accused of pinching a women’s but-
tocks in a New York nightclub in October
2018. He has been charged with four counts
related to the two allegations. The indict-
ment also detailed accusations by 12 other
women. Those incidents stretch from 2001
to 2018 and all include allegations that he
touched the victims at restaurants, bars and
hotels without their consent. 

The alleged incidents took place in Los
Angeles, Las Vegas, New York and Dallas.
None of the women has been identified. The
judge will decide whether to allow them to
testify at the trial. Gooding was released
without bail. No trial date has been set and
the next hearing is on December 13.
Gooding won an Academy Award in 1997
for his performance as a football player in
“Jerry Maguire.” He recently played OJ
Simpson in “The People vs OJ Simpson:
American Crime Story.” — AFP  

UK Oscar-winning 
special effects firm 
mulls London IPO

British special effects firm DNEG,
winner of five Oscars for work
on blockbusters including “Blade

Runner 2049” and “Inception”, said
Tuesday that it planned launching on
the London stock market.  DNEG,
whose ground-breaking computer-
generated technology helped also
bring the Harry Potter movies to life,
said in a statement it was mulling an
initial public offering to raise £150 mil-
lion, plus a shares sale by existing
investors.

The London-headquartered com-
pany has worked on other big-budget
Hollywood movies such as Avengers:
Endgame”, “First Man” and “Mission
Impossible: Fallout”. It is currently
involved with next year’s James Bond
spy thriller “No Time to Die”. “We now
look to the next chapter in our exciting
growth story and the opportunities
that a London listing can bring, as we
seek to build on the strong momentum
we have generated over the past two
decades,” said DNEG chief executive
Namit Malhotra.

Sky News, citing sources close to
the company, reported that the IPO

could value the entertainment titan at
almost £1.0 billion. DNEG has also
won multiple awards for its television
work including “Chernobyl”-about the
1986 nuclear catastrophe-and futuris-
tic western series “Westworld”, as well
as “Black Mirror” and “Doctor Who”.
The group, which employs 6,900 peo-
ple in Britain, Canada, India and the
United States, will use proceeds to
grow the business and reduce debt-
but has yet to make a decision to pro-
ceed with the flotation.

DNEG works with major Hollywood
studios including 20th Century Fox,
Disney, Legendary Entertainment,
MGM, Sony Pictures, Universal
Pictures and Warner Bros. It also fea-
tures on productions from streaming
giants Amazon, Hulu and Netflix. “This
is a golden age for premium content as
major markets re-establish their love
for film, especially with the exponential
growth of high-quality streamed con-
tent,” said Malhotra.

“A London listing will continue our
development as one of the world’s
leading partners for the film, television
and entertainment industries. “In addi-
tion to the recognition the London
main market would give DNEG, we
have a clear plan to invest the pro-
ceeds to further advance our ability to
support the world’s greatest story-
tellers,” he added. — AFP 

“Grease” is about to come roaring back with a
small screen version called “Grease: Rydell
High”, named after the high school in which the

1978 movie was based. With “Summer Loving”, a big
screen prequel to the musical also in the pipeline,
WarnerMedia Entertainment chairman Robert Greenblatt
revealed Tuesday that a spin-off series based on the musi-
cal is in the making.  Like the original, the updated story
will explore teenage angst and peer pressure, the horrors
of puberty and life in Middle America.

It will also feature some of the original songs as well as
hits from the 1950s, Greenblatt told delegates at MIP-
COM, the world’s biggest entertainment market in Cannes,
France. “We’re going to reinvent it as a musical series, with
some of the music of the show, some of the characters.
We’re going to build out the world of the show that every-
body loves... into a big, fun rock ‘n’ roll musical,” he added.
“Other ideas are cooking. Grease crosses all kind of gen-
res and, you know, it’s hip!” Greenblatt said.

“We are in a moment of time where musicals are really
back. It’s a form that goes in and out of favour, and it’s
coming back in a big way,” he said. “Movie studios are
making them, people are going to them. Broadway has
never been stronger.” Sparked by the success of the 2017
Oscar winner “La La Land”, Hollywood has taken the form
to its heart again with Steven Spielberg shooting “West
Side Story” with a new screenplay by Tony Kushner.

Greenblatt said the new show would be made by
Paramount for the US cable network HBO, which would
stream it on its upcoming joint online platform
WarnerMedia HBO Max. Paramount also shot a 2016 live
version of “Grease” that won five Emmys. The new
WarnerMedia HBO Max platform, which is set become a
major challenger for Netflix in the streaming wars, is due
to be online in the first few months of 2020. — AFP

Oscar-winning actor Cuba Gooding Jr. departs his court arraignment in New York, where new
charges are to be unsealed on his sexual assault case. — AFP  


