
Thursday, October 17, 2019

8
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Tensions rise in 
Mozambique 
MAPUTO: Mozambique counted ballots yesterday fol-
lowing its high-stakes election, as tensions spiked over
claims of voting irregularities and concerns that results
will not be revealed for days. President Filipe Nyusi’s
Frelimo party, which has ruled the southern African
country since independence from Portugal in 1975, is
widely expected to win the polls held on Tuesday. The
vote has been seen as a key test of a peace deal sealed
in August between Frelimo and Renamo, a former rebel
group turned main opposition party. 

While voting day appeared mostly calm, civil soci-
ety groups said they found evidence of election rig-
ging, including several attempts to stuff ballots and
election observers being kicked out of polling sta-
tions. The spokesman for election watchdog Sala da
Paz, Hermenegildo Mulhovo, said police fired tear gas
and warning shots in the central province of
Nampula-a Renamo stronghold-after opposition sup-
porters refused to leave polling premises to “protect
their vote”.

“So far, from the issues that have been reported, we
cannot say that the process has been 100 percent free
and fair,” Mulhovo said. He said that police had killed a
voter in the eastern city of Nampula in circumstances
that were still unclear. Government officials were not
immediately able to confirm the incident. Mozambique’s
electoral commission meanwhile indicated it will not
publish provisional tallies as it has previously, only
committing to releasing the final results within the man-
dated 15-day period after the vote.

“The more they delay publishing the results, the more
you create lack of trust and risks of tensions,” Mulhovo
said. “Most of the problems and irregularities happen
after the vote, during the counting process.” Renamo’s
presidential candidate Ossufo Momade issued a warn-
ing as he voted on Tuesday. “If these results are manipu-
lated we will never accept them, we do not want a return
to the problems of the past,” he said.

Peace deal under pressure
Frelimo and Renamo fought a brutal civil war from

1975 to 1992, and an election campaign marred by vio-
lence raised fears that conflict could return to one of
the world’s poorest countries. The peace deal signed
between the two groups has come under pressure after
an armed breakaway faction of Renamo rejected the
agreement, spurned Momade’s candidacy and vowed to
attack campaign events.

As part of the deal, Frelimo agreed to relinquish
some control after 44 years in power, by allowing vot-
ers to elect governors of the country’s 10 provinces for
the first time. Renamo is expected to win control of at
least three eastern provinces-Tete, Nampula and
Zambezia. In all three provinces, Sala da Paz said there
were instances of voters being caught with pre-marked
ballots in favour of Frelimo on election day.  Before the
vote, civil society groups estimated there were hun-
dreds of thousands of “ghost voters”-names not aligned
with real, potential voters-on the electoral roll. —AFP

BARCELONA: Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
held emergency talks with opposition leaders yesterday
about violent protests by separatists in Catalonia.
Scores of people have been hurt and dozens arrested in
the past two nights of clashes between protesters and
police in Barcelona and other Catalan cities.

Protesters are furious at the jailing of nine separatist
leaders for their role in a failed 2017 independence bid
that sparked a deep political crisis. The convictions on
Monday revived tensions in the wealthy northeastern
region, split between Catalans loyal to Madrid and
those who want it to break away from Spain. In
Barcelona on Tuesday night, police charged hundreds
of masked demonstrators who threw projectiles at offi-
cers and set garbage bins and cardboard boxes on fire.

In a tweet, Sanchez said the government “firmly and
resoundingly condemns the violence that seeks to
break co-existence in Catalonia.” Yesterday thousands
of protesters departed on foot along highways from
five Catalan towns towards Barcelona. They planned to
gather there on Friday, when unions have called a gen-
eral strike in the region. Sanchez received conservative
opposition leader Pablo Casado of the Popular Party
yesterday morning.

He was scheduled to meet later with the leaders of
centre-right Ciudadanos and far-left Podemos. He said
he would “convey the government’s determination to
guarantee security, with firmness, proportionality and
unity.” The separatist movement has said there will be
no let-up in the protests. They erupted after the
Supreme Court on Monday convicted 12 Catalan sep-
aratist leaders of sedition over the 2017 referendum
and short-lived declaration of independence. The
court handed prison sentences of between nine and 13
years to nine of them and fines to the other three. The
ruling thrust the Catalan dispute to the heart of the
political debate ahead of Spain’s November 10 general

election, its fourth in as many years.

‘No return’ 
Police arrested 29 people in the province of

Barcelona, 14 in Tarragona province and eight in Lleida,
Spain’s interior ministry said. Officials said 125 people
were injured in the protests, including 72 police officers,
some with broken bones. Municipal cleaning crews used
hoses to clear the streets of Barcelona of debris from
the dozens of fires which were set overnight.

The violent protests marked a break with the mainly
peaceful and festive pro-independence rallies which
have been held in Catalonia since the separatist move-
ment gained momentum nearly a decade ago. The sep-
aratist camp is frustrated over Catalan regional presi-
dent Quim Torra’s failure to deliver on his government’s
promise to achieve independence.

On the wall of a luxury watch shop in an upscale
Barcelona neighborhood, someone had scrawled
“Torra, traitor”. “We have embarked on a road of no
return,” the Committees for the Defense of the Republic
(CDR), a radical separatist movement, tweeted. It called
on the separatist regional government to “take a step
forward by breaking with the Spanish state.”

‘Raising tensions’ 
Catalonia’s vice president Pere Aragones urged

demonstrators to avoid violence. He said that would
give Spain’s central government a pretext to intervene
in the region — as it did when it suspended Catalonia’s
autonomy after the 2017 independence bid. “Do not
give them what they want,” he said. Spain’s conserva-
tive parties have branded Sanchez a traitor for accept-
ing the backing of Catalan separatist parties to help him
secure power in 2018, and for his willingness to negoti-
ate with them.

The conservative parties have urged him to take a

harder line against the protesters. “In the face of the
violent unrest which is raising tensions in Catalonia,
Sanchez must activate the national security law,”
Casado said. “It is urgent to guarantee security and
public order.” On Monday, some 10,000 people

blocked access to Barcelona airport, Spain’s second
busiest, for several hours on Monday. Demonstrators
issued calls on social media to “Turn Catalonia into the
new Hong Kong” — a reference to recent demonstra-
tions against Chinese influence in that territory. —AFP
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GIRONA: This handout picture released by the Generalitat de Catalunya shows Catalan regional president
Quim Torra (C) marching with protesters near Girona yesterday, a day after police arrested 51 people
across Catalonia overnight after violent protests over the jailing of nine separatist leaders for their role
in a failed 2017 independence bid. —AFP

Europe must 
brace for new
refugee wave:
Greek PM
ATHENS: Europe must be ready for the
possibility of a new refugee influx,
Greece’s Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis said yesterday, as an unfold-
ing Turkish offensive in Syria could see
more people flee the conflict-ridden
region. “Europe must be prepared for
the eventuality of a new migratory and
refugee wave coming through Greece,”
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis told
AFP in an exclusive interview 100 days
after taking office. 

With some 70,000 asylum-seekers
on its soil, — including nearly 33,000 on
islands near Turkey — Greece is con-
cerned that the Turkish offensive against
Kurdish-controlled areas will overwhelm
already overcrowded camps. Turkey
houses some 3.6 million Syrian refugees,
and Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has already threatened to
“open the gates” to allow more to leave
for Western countries if his plans to
resettle them in northern Syria fail.

Mitsotakis, who has already met with
Erdogan in New York, rejects this as
blackmail. “The idea that Europe can be
blackmailed by a threat of unleashing
waves of refugees and migrants within
Europe is not acceptable as a proposi-
tion,” he said. He added the EU had been
“generous” with Ankara, a fact he said
was not fully acknowledged by the
Turks. The UN refugee agency this week
said Greece in 2019 had received over
46,000 people — more than Spain, Italy,
Malta and Cyprus combined.

Though these numbers are a far cry
from the near-million that arrived in
2015, Greece is struggling to accommo-
date the asylum-seekers already on its
soil. “It’s clear if you just look at the
number that cross the Aegean sea this
summer in comparison to last summer,
we are facing a problem (of) acute pro-
portion,” Mitsotakis said. 

Camps at breaking point 
On the islands, many asylum-seekers

sleep in tents or makeshifts shacks as the
camps have exceeded their capacity
many times over. Aside from hygiene
concerns, the migrants and refugees face
hours-long queues for food and an even
longer wait for their asylum applications
to be processed, leading to additional
mental strain.

This week, at least three people were

hurt in a clash between Syrians and
Afghans on the island of Samos. A fire
later broke out at the camp, burning
dozens of tents. Mitsotakis, who came to
power in July, plans to address the prob-
lem by sending 10,000 people back to
Turkey and speeding up the asylum
process.

“Our number one priority (is to)
accelerate the asylum process. When

someone is not entitled to asylum, then
he or she needs to return to Turkey,” the
conservative leader says. But he insists
that Greece will need “more European
support, the technology to identify the
boats even before they leave the Turkish
shore, the ability to communicate with
the Turkish coast guard so the boats are
actually stopped within Turkish territori-
al waters.” —AFP

ATHENS: Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis gives an interview to AFP
journalists. —AFP

UN ends Haiti 
peacekeeping 
operations, urges 
end to crisis
UNITED NATIONS: The UN Security
Council ended 15 years of peacekeeping
operations in Haiti on Tuesday, voicing
regret that the country is still saddled with
huge economic, political and social woes.
The United Nations first sent peacekeepers
to Haiti after then-president Jean-Bertrand
Aristide was overthrown by the army in
2004 under the pressure of a popular
uprising.

In 2017 those soldiers were replaced by
a UN police mission whose numbers
dropped gradually from 1,300 to 600 and
are now to be replaced by a scaled down
political mission. Haiti today remains the
poorest country in the Americas, plagued
by political instability. Over the past year, it
has sunk deeper into political crisis amid
anti-corruption protests demanding

President Jovenel Moise’s resignation —
which he said on Tuesday he would not do.

“It would be irresponsible of me if today
I got up, took out a letter of resignation,
signed it and left, leaving the country like
that,” he said at press conference. On
Tuesday the US ambassador to the UN,
Kelly Craft, described Haiti as at a cross-
roads. “We urge Haiti’s political, economic,
and civil society stakeholders to work
peacefully to address the most pressing
economic and social challenges facing the
country,” she said.

Craft recalled that the United States is
Haiti’s main bilateral benefactor, providing
$5.2 billion in aid since a devastating earth-
quake hit the country in 2010. Since com-
ing to power in February 2017, Moise has
faced the anger of an opposition movement
that refuses to recognize his victory in an
election widely seen as dubious. Anger
mounted in late August due to a national
fuel shortage, and protests turned violent.

Haiti has just a caretaker government,
and legislative elections that were sup-
posed to be held this month have been
postponed indefinitely. Moise is seeking
dialogue with the opposition but the latter
has refused so far. UN Secretary General

Antonio Guterres sounded pessimistic
about Haiti in a report released Tuesday.
“The protracted multidimensional crisis
with which it has been contending since
July 2018 shows little sign of abatement or

resolution,” Guterres wrote. “I urge all
actors to set aside their differences and
particular interests to work together to
overcome the increasingly preoccupying
situation,” he added. —AFP

GONAIVES: In this file photo taken on September 8, 2008, an Argentinean peace-
keeper stands as a helicopter takes off from the flooded city of Gonaives some
200 kilometers north of Port-au-Prince. —AFP

Irish PM says ‘many 
issues’ unresolved 
in Brexit talks
DUBLIN: Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar
yesterday said he remained hopeful Britain
would secure a deal to leave the EU, but
sticking points remained as the deadline for a
deal loomed. “I am convinced that all parties
are serious about getting an agreement by the
end of this month,” he said after a phone call

with British Prime Minister Boris Johnson.
“There is a pathway to a possible deal but

there are many issues that still need to be
resolved.” In London, a spokesman for
Johnson said there had been progress in
late-night talks in Brussels, which resumed
yesterday morning, “but there is more work
still to do”. Britain is hoping to leave the
European Union on October 31 but is still
discussing its exit terms with the bloc, and is
running out of time. If EU leaders do not
approve a deal at a summit in Brussels on
Thursday and Friday, Johnson is required by
British law to ask to delay Brexit — some-

thing he has repeatedly vowed not to do.
The key stumbling block has long been

how to manage the border between EU
member Ireland and the British province of
Northern Ireland after Brexit. Both sides are
keen to avoid the reintroduction of border
infrastructure, which could risk reigniting
violence between pro-Irish republicans and
UK-supporting unionists after more than 20
years of peace. But London wants the entire
UK — including Northern Ireland — to
leave the EU’s customs union, suggesting
there must be customs checks somewhere
on goods crossing between north and south.

Any deal agreed with the EU must pass
the House of Commons, where Johnson’s
Conservatives do not have a majority. The
premier was due to meet with his Northern
Irish allies, the Democratic Unionist Party
(DUP), for the third time in three days yes-
terday. Brexit minister Steve Barclay
meanwhile confirmed the government
would abide by a law requiring it  to
request a Brexit delay if no deal is reached
by Saturday.

“The government will comply with the
law,” he told a committee of MPs, while
adding that “it is important that we leave

on October 31”. If a deal is agreed in
Brussels, EU leaders would still need time
to digest the contents of what will be an
extremely complex legal text. MPs in
London would then have to sign off on the
plan in a special sitting on Saturday, to
avoid triggering a delay. While some
experts think there is support for a deal,
few are optimistic it can be done in the
next three days. “Getting an agreement
through on Saturday is very, very difficult,”
said Meg Russell, a constitutional expert at
University College London. “We’re looking
at an extension, come what may.” —AFP


