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WESTERVILLE: Surging White House hopeful Elizabeth
Warren faced a barrage of attacks from fellow Democrats
at the party’s fourth 2020 debate Tuesday, cementing her
status as a frontrunner in the race to challenge Donald
Trump. The president himself loomed large as the dozen
Democratic contenders trained their fire on him, calling for
his impeachment and assailing a Syria troop pullout that
Joe Biden slammed as “shameful.”

“The impeachment must go forward,” thundered
Warren, the progressive senator who is neck and neck
with former vice president Biden at the head of the 2020
nomination race — a stance loudly echoed by her fellow
Democrats on stage. Washington’s impeachment brawl has
dominated US politics for weeks, centered on Trump’s
effort to press Ukraine to dig up dirt on Biden.

Dragged into the scandal, Biden made clear he believes
Trump should be impeached — and pushed back hard on
the president’s charge he himself intervened in Ukraine to
protect his son Hunter. “My son did nothing wrong. I did
nothing wrong,” Biden said, when asked about his son’s
employment with a Ukrainian company, which even some
Democrats say held the appearance of a conflict of interest. 

The Ukraine scandal thrust Biden into the spotlight,
while 78-year-old liberal Senator Bernie Sanders — the
other heavyweight in the race — was under pressure to
project fortitude two weeks after being sidelined by a mild
heart attack. But it was Warren who weathered the
sharpest attacks from her fellow Democrats — on every-
thing from kitchen-sink issues such as healthcare and tax-
ation, to foreign policy and even business automation.

‘Pipe dream’ 
On health — a flashpoint issue for American voters —

Warren faced stiff blowback from moderates who chal-

lenged her to come clean on how much her “Medicare for
All” plan would cost. “The difference between a plan and a
pipe dream is something that you can actually get done,”
said Senator Amy Klobuchar, while Biden called Warren’s
health policy “vague.”

Ex-congressman Beto O’Rourke accused Warren —
who advocates a wealth tax on the biggest fortunes — of
“punitive” policies, and “pitting some part of the country
against the other.” Warren stood out in calling for the
United States to “get out of the Middle East” — while most
of her rivals focused on assailing Trump’s decision to pull
US troops out of northern Syria, which critics say amount-
ed to a green light for a Turkish assault on America’s
Kurdish allies there. “This is shameful, shameful what this
man has done,” Biden said of Trump’s Syria pullout, while
Senator Kamala Harris said she would “stop this madness”
if elected. With the candidates in broad agreement on their
opposition to Trump — as well as on such issues as the
opioid crisis and income inequality — much of the back-
and-forth was about performance rather than substance.

And South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg, whose numbers
are improving in early voting states like Iowa, repeatedly
grabbed the limelight by clashing with rivals on everything
from foreign policy, to health care to gun control. When
O’Rourke told Buttigieg it was time to ignore polls and be
bold about buying back millions of assault weapons,
Buttigieg snapped back: “I don’t need lessons from you on
courage, political or personal.”

With 12 candidates on stage, including billionaire
activist Tom Steyer who was making his debate debut,
each struggled to get heard. Entrepreneur Andrew Yang
warned candidates must not forget the economic disillu-
sionment that paved the way for Trump’s 2016 victory.

“When we talk about him, we are losing,” he said, noting
the dramatic manufacturing job losses in battleground
states like Ohio. “These are the problems that got Donald

Trump elected,” Yang said. With the three frontrunners in
their seventies, moderators confronted them directly on
the sensitive subject of age. — AFP 
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Water woes bring 
out indigenous 
vote in Canada
CURVE LAKE: The stack of bottled water on Murray
Whetung’s kitchen floor is hard to miss, and emblematic
of the lack of clean water in Canadian indigenous com-
munities that Prime Minister Justin Trudeau promised to
fix. The 97-year-old resident of the Curve Lake First
Nation can also drink tap water from a well, but it’s run-

ning out and increasingly polluted by septic systems,
making Curve Lake one of dozens of communities in
Canada where the government has advised people to boil
water before drinking.

Three decades ago, the federal government promised
to build a new water treatment facility on the peninsula
where Whetung lives hidden beneath an autumn canopy
some 300 kilometers southwest of the capital Ottawa.
That’s yet to happen, and he views with resignation the
government’s latest plan to pump water to the community
from a nearby lake. “We’re hoping,” Murray said, with a
shrug and a chuckle.

Four years ago, indigenous people turned out in
record numbers to vote Trudeau and his Liberal Party
into office after he made addressing their concerns a pri-

ority. Trudeau now faces a tough re-election challenge
from Conservative candidate Andrew Scheer on October
21, and the indigenous Canadians who make up 4.9 per-
cent of the population are expected to play a key role in
giving him a second term — or not.

Curve Lake residents say if the prime minister wants
their support, he’ll have to respond to the many iniquities
faced by indigenous reserves, chief among them short-
ages of clean water. “We are hoping to have some eco-
nomic development. We are looking to build more hous-
es, but all of those issues hinge on finding clean sustain-
able water that’s in an amount sufficient to provide water
to all of our community members,” Emily Whetung-
MacInnes, Whetung’s granddaughter who was recently
elected Curve Lake’s chief, told AFP. Several locals need

dialysis, and the community lacks a laundromat, “but we
can’t have that sort of economic development because we
don’t have enough water to sustain those businesses,” she
explained.

The Assembly of First Nations believes indigenous
turnout could impact 63 swing electoral districts out of
338 nationwide. At a town hall with the local candidates
standing in the October 21 election, Curve Lake residents
raised concerns over climate change, rundown housing,
treaty rights, violence against indigenous women and a
feud with non-indigenous weekenders over wild rice har-
vested from area lakes. But access to potable water was
the top issue. “Water is life,” commented Nicole Van
Stone-Mascherin. Others at the meeting called the boil
water advisories “a national disgrace.” — AFP

WESTERVILLE: Former Vice President Joe Biden challenges Sen Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) during the
Democratic Presidential Debate at Otterbein University. — AFP 

Young progressive
female lawmakers 

endorsing Sanders
WASHINGTON: Three progressive female Democrats in
the US Congress are endorsing Bernie Sanders for
presi1dent, making for an intriguing alliance between a
group representing youth, change, and racial diversity and
a 78-year-old white man seeking the White House. The
endorsements comes after the party held its latest debate
for the 12-plus pack of candidates seeking the Democratic
nomination to take on President Donald Trump in
November 2020.

Sanders, a senator from Vermont, is running third
behind former vice president Joe Biden, seen as a moder-
ate, and Senator Elizabeth Warren, who is on the progres-
sive wing of the party, as is Sanders. These three women of
color are Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, a 30-year-old fire-
brand from New York; Ilhan Omar, born in Somalia; and
Rashida Tlaib of Michigan, who has Palestinian roots. 

They are three quarters of what is popularly called the
Squad — an outspoken, leftist grouping that Trump
famously told last summer to go back to the “crime infest-
ed places from which they came.” Except for Omar, they
were all born in the US. Omar, the first black Muslim
woman in Congress, said
Tuesday night she sup-
ports Sanders, a Jew who
hails from Brooklyn, for
president. “Bernie is lead-
ing a working-class move-
ment to defeat Donald
Trump that transcends
generation, ethnicity and
geography,” Omar, 38, said
in a statement.  

During the debate
Tuesday night in Ohio,
Sanders sought to assure
Americans that he is fit
enough to run for presi-
dent despite having suf-
fered a mild heart attack
recently. And he said he
would be joined by a “spe-
cial guest” at a big cam-
paign rally Saturday in the
New York borough of
Queens. News reports say
that guest is Ocasio-
Cortez, the new face of the
most leftist wing of the
Democratic Party. The
electoral district she rep-
resents includes part of
Queens. AOC, as she is
popularly known, calls
herself a Democratic
socialist like Sanders, who
is nearly 50 years her sen-
ior and has held a seat in
Congress since 1991. CNN
reported that Tlaib, 43, is
also expected to endorse
Sanders. On Tuesday she
retweeted a message from
Omar noting her coopera-
tion with Sanders in the
House of Representatives.
The endorsement plans of

the fourth member of the Squad, Ayanna Pressley, are not
immediately known. The Sanders campaign is hoping for a
boost from these shows of support as he battles to catch
up in the polls with Warren. When he fought Hillary
Clinton for the nomination in 2016, Sanders — who repre-
sents a state that is largely white and rural — was seen by
some Americans as being out of touch on racial issues.
Southern states with significant black populations voted
for Clinton. — AFP

WASHINGTON DC: Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
(R), speaks alongside US Senator Bernie Sanders (2nd L)
and Representative Ilhan Omar (L) during a press confer-
ence to introduce college affordability legislation. — AFP 


