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His Highness expresses deep thanks for the warm welcome

Amir returns home after a
successful medical checkup 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (right) waves as he arrives
at Kuwait international airport. Sheikh Sabah returned home yesterday after undergoing medical tests
in the United States. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Workers fix large portraits of the Amir of Kuwait HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on one
of the main roads in Kuwait City to mark his return to the country after a medical trip in the US. — Photo by
Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah returned home yesterday after under-
going medical tests in the United States, according to the
official KUNA news agency. He was received by His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanim, the President of the National Guard His Highness
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
President of the Court of the Cassation and President of
the Constitutional Court Consultant Yosif Al-Mutawa’ and

senior state officials.
During his trip, His Highness the Amir was accompanied

by Deputy President of the National Guard Sheikh Mishaal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Sheikh Mubarak Jaber
Mubarak Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and President of protocols
and honorary missions Sheikh Khaled Abdullah Al-Sabah. 

His Highness was admitted in a hospital in the US just
days before he was scheduled to meet US President
Donald Trump on September 12. As a result, the meeting
was postponed until a new date that is expected to be
announced later, the Kuwaiti agency reported at the time.

His Highness the Amir has returned home “after completing
medical examinations successfully and positively,” KUNA
said yesterday.

On August 18, the agency cited a palace statement say-
ing that the Amir had “recovered from a setback and is in
good health now”, without elaborating. Prior to the KUNA
report in August, there had been no word on the Amir’s
health in official media or Kuwait newspapers. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir expressed his deep-
est thanks to the people of Kuwait and expatriates for their
sincere feelings, delight, and happiness they showed upon

his arrival to his homeland after the successful medical
checkups. He expressed deep appreciation to the people
of Kuwait for their concern and follow up on his condition
throughout his trip, which reflected on Kuwait’s unity and
distinguished moral. 

He also thanked leaders of Arab nations and other
friendly countries for their constant check up on his health,
sentiments, and genuine wishes they offered. His Highness
prayed to Allah Almighty to perpetuate the blessings of
security, safety and prosperity to our beloved country and
guide its people to serve it at all times. — Agencies 

DOHA: Qatar’s defense minister ruled out yester-
day the possibility of a war between the United
States and Iran amid rising tensions in the Gulf fol-
lowing attacks on oil tankers. Doha is an ally of
Washington, but also has good relations with
Tehran that has helped it overcome a political and
economic boycott by Saudi Arabia and its Gulf
allies over accusations the tiny kingdom backs the
Islamic republic and extremists.

“I don’t see a war in the future between the
United States and Iran,” said Khalid bin Mohammed
al-Attiyah during the Global Security Forum in
Doha.  “A war will be in no one’s interest,” he said.
Tensions have soared in the Gulf in recent months
with a series of attacks on oil infrastructure and
tankers which have raised fears of a war between
the arch-rivals. Last month, two Saudi oil facilities
were attacked, temporarily halving the kingdom’s
crude output and setting oil markets alight.

Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi rebels claimed
responsibility, but US officials blamed Tehran and
charged that the rebels did not have the range or
sophistication to target the facilities. Tehran has
denied involvement and warned of “total war” in the
event of any attack on its territory. Tensions
between Iran and the United Stated have soared
since US President Donald Trump pulled out of a
2015 international nuclear deal that was meant to
lift sanctions in exchange for a commitment from
Tehran to curb its atomic program. — AFP

Qatar rules out 
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TAL ABYAD: Kurdish Syrian civilians flee the town of Kobani on the Turkish border
as Turkey and its allies continue their assault on Kurdish-held border towns in
northeastern Syria. —AFP

IGBO-ORA, Nigeria: Identical twin sisters Kehinde Olofin (left) and Taye Olofin
attend Igbo-Ora World Twins festival to celebrate the uniqueness in multiple births
at Igbo-Ora Town in Oyo State, southwest Nigeria. — AFP 

ANKARA: The Trump administration
dispatched its top officials to Turkey
yesterday for emergency talks to try to
persuade Ankara to halt an assault on
northern Syria, while Russian troops
swept into territory abandoned by
Washington in a sudden retreat. Robert
O’Brien, White House national security
adviser since last month, arrived in
Turkey aiming to meet Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu yesterday. 

Vice President Mike Pence and
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo are
expecting to meet the following day with

President Tayyip Erdogan. The adminis-
tration is trying to contain the fallout
from Erdogan’s decision to send forces
last week to attack Syrian Kurdish militia
that were Washington’s close allies.
Erdogan repeated his insistence there
would be no ceasefire, and said he might
call off a visit to the United States next
month because of the “very big disre-
spect” shown by US politicians.

He also denounced the United States
for taking the “unlawful, ugly step” of
imposing criminal charges against a 
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US officials rush to Turkey;
Russia advances in Syria 

IGBO-ORA: The sign greeting visitors
at the entrance of Igbo-Ora in southwest
Nigeria welcomes people to a place
unlike anywhere on the planet: “TWINS
CAPITAL OF THE WORLD”. The rather
sleepy-looking town boasts of having
the highest concentration of multiple
births of any place on the globe. 

To celebrate its self-proclaimed title
the town hosts an annual festival, now in

its second year, that draws hundreds of
sets of twins from around the country.
Donning different traditional clothes and
costumes, the twins - male and female,
old, young and even newborns - sang
and danced at the latest edition this
weekend to the appreciation of an
admiring audience.

“We feel elated that we are being
honored today,” Kehinde Durowoju, a
40-year-old twin said as he hugged his
identical brother Taiwo.  “With this
event, the whole world will better appre-
ciate the importance of Ibeji (twins) as
special children and gifts from God.”
Around them, twins moved in procession
to show off their colorful outfits as magic
displays and masquerades also enter-
tained the crowds — AFP (See Page 22)
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