
DOHA: The organisers of the inaugural World Beach
Games that kicked off this week have heaped praise on
Qatar for stepping in to host the event at short notice
after San Diego pulled out. More than 1,500 athletes
competing in sports from beach volleyball to skate-
boarding have descended on the tiny peninsula emirate
for the event, which organisers hope will raise the profile
of smaller sports.

“It’s a great choice because Qatar is used to organis-
ing big sports competitions,” said Gunilla Lindberg, sec-
retary general of the Association of National Olympic
Committees. “I’m absolutely sure (Qatar) was the right
choice.” ANOC was left to scout out alternatives to San
Diego when the California coastal city pulled out in May
after four years of planning, citing financial constraints.
While several other cities put in a bid to host, Doha won
out because of its experience staging major events and
ready-made infrastructure, Lindberg told AFP.

The event, partially held at Doha’s beachside Katara
cultural village, has avoided the thin crowds that dogged
the early days of the recent World Athletics
Championships, held September 27 to October 6.

The World Beach Games were created by the world’s
Olympic committees and announced in 2015, with 97
countries sending competitors to the Doha event that
started Friday and ends Wednesday. 

A beach tennis qualifier between Chile and Portugal
on Saturday saw the temporary sea-view stands filled by
small but noisy contingents from each country, alongside
hundreds of curious expat workers.

“It’s a new event, so the stands are not so big — but

we have opened up for everyone to come,” said
Lindberg. Qatar has invested heavily in infrastructure for
big-ticket events like the 2022 World Cup and the World
Athletics Championships. 

But Doha has also hosted smaller competitions,
including the 2015 World Handball Championship and
the 2016 cycling Road World Championships. Simon
Chadwick, professor of sports enterprise at Britain’s
Salford University, said ahead of the athletics champi-
onships that Qatar sees sporting events as part of its
national security effort.

Such events help make Qatar “visible, relevant and
important” as well as deterring potential aggressors, he
said. Qatar is embroiled in a bitter two-year-long dis-
pute with Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt and the United
Arab Emirates, which accuse Doha of backing Saudi
regional rival Iran and radical Islamists. They have cut
direct transport links, closed airspace to Qatari aircraft
and restricted their citizens from visiting over the claims,
which Doha denies.

French three-on-three basketball coach Yann Julien
praised Qatar for preparing the games in “record time”.
“It’s really well organised,” he said, applauding the trans-
portation and provision of air conditioned tents for ath-
letes to cool down in. The beach games’ first edition was
due to take place in San Diego October 10-15. Reports
said organisers were struggling to raise funds to put on the
event. Qatar has “done a good job with the transportation
and the setup of the venues,” said Lindberg, adding that
organisers had just six days to shift from the athletics
championships to the beach games. “It’s amazing.” — AFP
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Qatar swims to the rescue of first 
beach games after San Diego pull out

Over 1,500 athletes competing in sports from beach volleyball to skateboarding

DOHA: A handout picture provided by the Association of National Olympic Committees yesterday, shows ath-
letes competing in the aquathlon race at Doha’s Katara Beach, on the fourth day of the 1st ANOC World
Beach Games. — AFP

US Open champ 
Woodland has 
only two weeks 
to nail cup spot
JEJU: US Open champion Gary Woodland
admitted yesterday he has only two weeks to
convince Tiger Woods that he deserves a
captain’s pick for the Presidents Cup. Despite
winning his first major, Woodland missed out
on automatic selection for the Ryder Cup-
style event that will pit Team USA against the
Internationals in Melbourne in December.

“I’ve talked to Tiger, I’ve spent a little time
with him. He’s made it clear he wants the guys
out playing and he wants guys playing well,”
Woodland told AFP ahead of this week’s
$9.75 million CJ Cup at Nine Bridges in Jeju,
South Korea.

“Unfortunately, I didn’t secure my own
spot, so I’ve got to rely on a pick,” said the
35-year-old, who was runner-up a year ago
at Nine Bridges to world number one Brooks
Koepka.

Woodland will also play in the PGA Tour’s
inaugural event in Japan next week, the $9.75
million Zozo Championship. That is the sec-
ond leg of a new three-week mega-money
Far East swing with prize funds totalling
$29.75 million, concluding with the $10.25
million HSBC-WGC Champions in Shanghai.

“I’m excited about the next two weeks.
I’ve had success here, I love this golf course,”
he said. “I’m not going to play the HSBC, so I
have two weeks left to go out and prove that
my game’s in a good enough spot that I
deserve a pick.”

‘A LOT GOING ON’ 
US captain Woods will decide on his four

captain’s picks, which could include himself,
straight after next week’s event in Japan.

The world number 19 Woodland enjoyed
an extended break after the season-ending
Tour Championship and said it was just what
he needed after having to cope with the hul-
labaloo of being a major winner.

Not only that, wife Gabby gave birth to
twin girls in August, and the couple already
have a two-year-old son. “Obviously winning
(a major) was huge, but we had a couple of
babies as well, so I had a lot going on,” he
smiled. “I needed that five-week break. That’s
as long a break as I’ve had in years.” 

Woodland brushed off the cobwebs at the
Shriners Hospitals for Children Open in Las
Vegas two weeks ago, finishing tied 55th. “I
played a lot better than I scored,” he said. “I
was happy with the way I played there. I was

excited to get back to Vegas to get some of
the rust off and clean some things up in the
game.” 

His form took a dip immediately after the
US Open, where he turned the tables on
Koepka to win by three strokes at Pebble
Beach. Woodland missed his next two cuts
and has a best result only of tied 15th since
his breakthrough.

“I think the biggest thing is just managing
my time. I have a lot more demands now, a lot
more stuff that I need to deal with off the golf
course,” he said. “I have a bigger family now.
So it’s been managing my time from the busi-
ness side to my family to my golf side.  “That’s
been an adjustment for me that I really never
had to deal with too much before.” — AFP

KUALA LUMPUR:  In this file photo taken on October 13, 2018, Gary Woodland of the US
tees off on the second hole during the third round of the 2018 CIMB Classic golf tourna-
ment in Kuala Lumpur. US Open champion Gary Woodland admitted yesterday he has
only two weeks to convince Tiger Woods that he deserves a captain’s pick for the
Presidents Cup. — AFP

Crosby kicks
game winner as
Packers stun
Detroit Lions
LOS ANGELES: Mason Crosby booted
a 23-yard field goal in the final seconds
as the Green Bay Packers rallied late to
shock the Detroit Lions 23-22 on
Monday night. Quarterback Aaron
Rodgers completed 24 of 39 passes for
283 yards and two touchdowns for the
Packers, who sent a message to the rest
of the NFC North that they are serious
contenders this season.

“It didn’t feel like a win until the end,”
said Rodgers. “We grinded it out. “We
battled, we made some mistakes, we
turned the ball over a bunch, but there is
a lot of resolve in this team.

“Our defence tightened up and we
had two big scoring drives down the
stretch.” Leading into the game the
Packers and the Lions were the only two
teams in the division with one loss.
Green Bay improved to 5-1 while the
Lions are now 2-2-1.

With star receiver Davante Adams

injured, Rodgers had to look for other
offensive weapons in front of the crowd
of 76,900 at Lambeau Field. He linked
up with Allen Lazard for a 35 yard
touchdown and Jamaal Williams for
another TD strike. Lazard had just one
career catch and none this season.

Williams finished with 104 yards on
14 carries and four catches for 32 yards
for Green Bay, which also captured its
first win in five tries against its rival. The
Packers had to play without Adams, who
is out with a toe injury and receiver
Geronimo Allison suffered a potential
concussion early in third quarter.

Matt Prater kicked field goals from
26, 22, 41, 51 and 54 yards for the Lions
while quarterback Matthew Stafford fin-
ished 18 of 32 for 265 yards and was
sacked three times. Prater’s fifth field
goal from 54 yards stretched the Lions
lead to 22-13 in the fourth.

The Packers got a badly needed stop
in the fourth, with safety Will Redmond
and cornerback Jaire Alexander break-
ing up passes to Marvin Jones on con-
secutive plays. The Packers had one last
shot, starting at their 18 with just under
seven minutes remaining.

Rodgers marched the Packers
methodically into scoring position with a
drive highlighted by the three comple-
tions to Lazard and a 12-yard Rodgers
run for a first down at midfield. — AFP

28 countries to
participate in
25th Asian
Bowling tourney
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of International
and Asian Federations, President of
Kuwait Bowling Club Sheikh Talal Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah said 28 countries,
represented by 364 athletes and admin-
istrators will participate in the 25th
Asian Bowling 10 pin tournament which
will be opened October 20, under the
patronage of HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah at Crowne Plaza hotel.

Al-Mohammad appreciated the
patronage of HH the prime minister of
the tournament during a press confer-
ence at Kuwait Bowling Center in
Salmiya, and his support of athletes in
general, as they are accustomed to his
encouragement to make achievements.

Sheikh Mohammad said Kuwait will
host two important events the World
Championship for men and women in
2020 for individuals, and the teams for
both genders in 2021.

He said the Kuwait Open
Tournament, which is considered among
the most powerful events in the world,
will start on October 31st and continues
until Nov 6, as soon as the 25th Asian
tournament concludes.

He said Kuwait open is also the
largest as far as prizes are concerned
and attracts the best players at the
international level. He added that the
bowling club seeks to make Kuwait a
center for the game through hosting the
most important tournament in the world.

Sheikh Talal said there will be sur-
prises during the opening ceremony,
which normally does not have finan-
cial prizes, adding that this is the sec-
ond event following the Asian youth
tournament.

He said delegations will start arriv-
ing in few days and the Australian team
will be the first to arrive today, and
that there wi l l  be committees for
receiving and transporting delegations
who wil l  stay in Hol iday Inn and
Millennium hotels.

Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammad thanked
the Public Authority for Sports for
backing the organization of the tourna-
ment headed by Dr Hummoud Fulaiteh
and his deputies.

He hoped that Kuwait players be
successful and show good levels though
we “are not asking them for top places.”

He said female players have special
cases as most of them are students, and
despite that they went to a camp in
Bahrain, and we ask them to learn from
being with top players from Asia and to
gain experience.

Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah

Paine backs Smith’s
return to captaincy
SYDNEY: Australian captain Tim Paine has addressed spec-
ulation over whether Steve Smith will again lead the team
once a ban ends in March, saying he would be fully supportive
if it happens “one day”. Smith skippered the team until he was
suspended for 12 months over a brazen attempt under his
watch to alter the ball with sandpaper in Cape Town last year.
Part of his punishment included a further year-long exile from
any leadership role. 

Calls have grown for Smith to take over from Paine when the
ban is lifted, following batting performances that helped
Australia retain the Ashes against England. Paine, who will turn
35 in December, on Monday brushed off questions surrounding
the Australian side’s future leadership. “I’m enjoying having the
job at the moment... and I certainly hope Steve Smith does cap-
tain Australia again one day, and if he does, I’ll be fully support-
ive of it,” he told the Daily Telegraph. Paine will not play in this
summer’s Big Bash League, instead joining broadcaster Channel
Seven’s commentary team.

But he will almost certainly retain the captaincy for the home
summer Test series against Pakistan and New Zealand, despite
occasional criticism of his form during the Ashes. He recently
ended a 13-year century drought by scoring his first ton since
his maiden century as a 21-year-old in 2006. Coach Justin
Langer has praised his leadership as “brilliant” and said
Smith may not want to take on the “burden” of the captaincy
on top of batting pressures. — AFP

Cricket prize money 
parity for Aussie 
women’s T20 team
SYDNEY: Cricket Australia said yesterday it would top up the
prize money for the Aussie women’s team for the T20 World Cup
next year to ensure parity with the men’s winnings. The International
Cricket Council on Monday announced a 320 percent boost in prize
money for 2020 women’s competition, with the winners taking home
$1 million and the runners up $500,000.

Cricket Australia will kick in an extra share to match the
equivalent prize money for the men’s tournament wherever the
women place, up to an additional $600,000 for a win in the
finals. “We want to continue our commitment to equality by
ensuring that any prize money earned by the Australian Women’s
team in the T20 World Cup is the same as what is on offer in the
men’s side of the tournament,” Cricket Australia boss Kevin
Roberts said in a statement.

“While there is no doubt we are starting to see financial
progress for our talented cricketers, we still have a way to go
and CA will continue to play a role in driving equality for our
athletes,” he added.

Cricket Australia and the Australian Cricketers Association nego-
tiated an agreement two years ago that saw all players paid the
same base rate regardless of gender. The top ranked Australian
women’s team will be hot favourites on their home soil when the T20
World Cup kicks off in February next year.

The ICC said increased revenues in the women’s sport would also
see the 2021 women’s World Cup prize money pool increase to $3.5
million from $2 million in 2017. — AFP


