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KUWAIT: Head of Al-Jahra Hospital’s Radiology
Department Dr Munira Al-Adwani said that according to
international statistics, one out of eight women face the
danger of developing breast cancer, while one in every
100,000 men face a similar risk. Speaking during a public
awareness campaign organized by Jahra Hospital’s radiol-
ogy department about the significance of breast cancer
preventive examinations, Adwani stressed that early detec-
tion and diagnosis facilitates treatment by simply removing
the tumor without need for chemo or radiotherapy. 

Adwani added that the campaign have been held annu-
ally for three days on October 15-17 nationwide with the
aim of boosting women’s awareness of the need to under-
go testing or seek help from the breast cancer prevention
program, so that they can have full examination and diag-
nosis. Further, Adwani stressed that X-ray breast cancer
tests are mandatory after 40 years of age, whereas ultra
sound tests are recommended for those younger than 40. 

Generic medicines
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health adopted terms and

specifications for purchase of generic medicines in Kuwait.
Generic drugs are of high quality and can be safely con-
sumed, said Dr Abdullah Al-Badr, the ministry’s assistant
undersecretary for medicines and food supervision. These

products have the same effects as of the brand-name
products, however the packaging differs in shape, draw-
ings and coloring, he indicated. These drugs are of lower
price as compared to the brand-name ones, he said, noting
that they account to 9-10 percent of prescriptions in the

United States of America. However, he noted that the
generic products must bear the name of the country of
origin and stamp of the registration department of the
ministry of health.  Separately, the Municipal Council’s
committee for the disabled people’s affairs yesterday
approved a proposal made by deputy chairman Abdulah
Al-Mehri on building special water closets for the disabled

in various commercial malls, public facilities and parks. 

Revenue drop
In other news, a local daily reported yesterday that

despite the increase of health fees for expats in recent
years, the health ministry recorded a drop in revenue esti-
mated at nearly KD 9 million from fees of services pre-
sented in public hospitals and polyclinics.

Quoting ‘informed sources,’ Al-Qabas reported that the
fiscal year 2017-2018 saw KD 29.1 million collected from
expats who received health care in health ministry facili-
ties, whereas only KD 20 million were collected in 2018-
2019, contrary to expectations of revenue growth driven
by the recent increases. Sources attributed that drop in
large numbers of expats going to private hospitals and
clinics “where prices have become close to those of the
ministry.” The ministry increased entry fees on expats in
2017 to be KD 2 instead of KD 1 in polyclinics, KD 5 for
hospital emergencies, and KD 10 for outpatient clinics. The
fees saw another increase, reaching KD 10 for hospital
emergencies, while expat women delivery fees increased
from KD 50 to KD 100 for natural delivery, and to KD 150
for caesarean delivery (C-section).
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Gulf Bank partners
with local hospitals to
encourage check-ups 
KUWAIT: This October, Gulf Bank is launching a series of
initiatives that will raise awareness for breast cancer in an
effort to encourage locals to get checked. Gulf Bank has
partnered with Mowasat Hospital and other local hospitals
to provide special offers, exclusively for Gulf Bank clients,
that aim to make the process of getting checked more con-
venient and more accessible. Throughout Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, Gulf Bank is also lighting up its head
office branch in Kuwait City in pink in an effort to encour-
age everyone to learn more about breast cancer.

In an effort to encourage people to get themselves
checked, Gulf Bank has partnered Mowasat Hospital and
other reputable hospitals in Kuwait to provide special
offers curated for their customers. With the Mowasat
Hospital Gulf Bank clients who are over 40 years of age
can now receive a 50 percent discount on mammograms,
and clients of all ages can receive a 50 percent discount
on ultrasounds at the hospital. The Mowasat Hospital offer
is valid throughout the month of October.

Commenting on this year’s breast cancer awareness ini-
tiatives, Ahmad Al-Amir, Assistant General Manager for
External Communications at Gulf Bank, said: “Gulf Bank is
committed to supporting the local community with various
CSR initiatives throughout the year. At Gulf Bank, we rec-
ognize that part of our role and duty is to create and shed
light on initiatives that benefit our community. Early detec-
tion saves lives, and that is why we always encourage reg-
ular screening that could potentially save a whole family
from suffering. We hope everyone takes this month to not
only get themselves checked, but to also encourage their
loved ones and other women to do the same.”

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, an annual
campaign celebrated in countries across the world that
highlights the importance of breast cancer awareness,
education and research. Breast cancer is by far the most
common cancer in women worldwide, and early detection
is key. Every year, Gulf Bank aims to increase awareness
for the early detection and treatment of breast cancer.
More information regarding Gulf Bank’s breast cancer
awareness initiative will be shared on the Gulf Bank’s vari-
ous social media channels.

Kuwait marks
World Mental
Health Day
KUWAIT: Acting Director General of the Social
Development Office (SDO) Dr Wafaa Al-Aradi said that
the office is mainly concentrating on human development
as part of the approach to develop the whole Kuwaiti soci-
ety. In a statement on the occasion of the World Mental
Health Day marked under the slogan ‘Suicide Prevention,’
Aradi stated that the World Health Organization (WHO)
adopted this theme due to its serious global risks. She has
also said suicide happens in different stages of life, adding
that it is considered the second cause of death especially
for teenagers. WHO has also focused on this topic because
latest statistical records have shown that more than
800,000 people commit suicide every year, she added.
Aradi stressed that all institutions should co-operate in
order to limit suicide cases. Moreover, she has affirmed
that the SDO is working hard through its programs for
taking care of adolescents’ mental health. — KUNA

Dr Wafaa Al-Aradi

KIB honors
teachers with
flower bouquets
KUWAIT: As a continuation of its ongoing efforts to posi-
tively impact the local community, Kuwait International
Bank (KIB) recently celebrated Teacher’s Day, which falls
on October 5 every year. A team from the Bank’s
Corporate Communications Unit honored the bank’s
female customers who are teachers and surprised them
with flower bouquets that were delivered to their homes.

Meanwhi le , Senior  Manager of  the Corporate
Communications Unit at KIB, Nawaf Najia, congratu-
lated all teachers on this occasion which is celebrated
all over the world, recognizing the undeniable hard

work and effort made by teachers. Najia added: “As
part of its leading social responsibility program, KIB is
committed to participating in initiatives such as these
that reflect the important role it plays in supporting
various social events and activities; particularly inter-
national events and celebrations. We believe that
Teacher’s Day is a special event, as it not only honors
teachers, but it also recognizes the importance of edu-
cation as one of the loftiest occupations and the key to
the nation’s development.”  

Additionally, Najia also noted the great work and key
role that teachers play in bringing up future generations.
He added that they equip youth with knowledge and skills
that shape their personalities and enable them to con-
tribute to building a brighter future for their nation. 

It is worth noting that KIB’s leading social responsibili-
ty program aims at positively impacting the community as
a whole and empowering all its members. Accordingly, the
bank participates in a number of initiatives and activities
that serve diverse segments of the community.

EQUATE sponsors
KOGS 2019
KUWAIT: EQUATE Group, a global producer of petro-
chemicals and the world’s second largest producer of
Ethylene Glycol, announced its sponsorship of the Kuwait
Oil and Gas Show and Conference (KOGS) 2019, support-
ing the objectives of the conference in a knowledge-sharing
platform that gathers leaders and organizations across the
oil and gas value chain to contribute to the advancement of
the industry. KOGS is held under the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Prime Minister of the State of Kuwait from October 13 to 16. 

Speaking of the company’s support to industry confer-
ence, EQUATE’s Senior Vice President Naser Al-Dousari
said: “We believe in the importance of sharing knowledge
and expertise amongst industry peers to positively con-
tribute together in its growth on the long term. At EQUATE,
we ensure we’re part of these strategic opportunities,
including KOGS which is a unique platform for the public
sector, led by Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and its
subsidiaries, and the private sector to engage and share the
latest solutions and advancements to industry challenges.”

The parallel four-day multi-disciplinary conference
program focuses on science and engineering factors facing
those working in Kuwait and the region, a unique business
platform showcasing services, products and expertise to
over 6,000 oil and gas energy professionals across the
value chain. “EQUATE’s support of KOGS and its objec-

tives this year comes as a continuation to its partnership
with local and international organizations and associations
in an aim to drive innovation and bring technical solutions

to the challenges of the industry and the markets it
serves,” said EQUATE’s Vice President Technical Services
Nawaf Al-Khaledi.

Kuwait hosts
fair for productive
Palestinian families
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Minister of Social Affairs Saad Al-
Kharraz affirmed that the exhibition of productive
Palestinian families that kicked off yesterday was in line
with the approach to attain sustainable development. The
minister was speaking during the inauguration ceremony
of the fair, held on sidelines of the 73rd session of Arab
social affairs ministers, hosted by Kuwait. Kharraz said
the exhibition was in line with the approach of attaining

the first, eighth and tenth objectives of the sustainable
development that partially call for eradicating poverty.
The Palestinian cause will remain the Arabs’ top issue, he
said, alluding to statements by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in this
respect. “The world will not witness stability as long as
the Palestinian cause remains unresolved,” he added.

Meanwhile, Palestinian Minister of Social Development
Ahmad Majdalani expressed in a statement at the cere-
mony gratitude to Kuwait and His Highness the Amir for
holding the fair for encouraging the productive Palestinian
families. The fair, involving 26 families and sponsored by
the Arab League, is designed to enable the Palestinian
families promote their products “The Palestinian people
will never forget support by Kuwait and its people for
their cause since 1948,” he said, affirming the deep-rooted
ties bonding the two countries. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Scenes from the exhibition of productive Palestinian families yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


