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MP Hayef files to grill finance
minister amid more threats 

Interpellation filed over govt refusal to abolish interest on pensioner loans
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Islamist opposition MP Mohammad Hayef
yesterday filed to grill Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf
over refusal to abolish interest on pensioner loans amid
more threats by lawmakers to grill ministers. Acting
National Assembly Speaker Oudhah Al-Ruwaie, who
received a copy of the grilling, said it has been listed for
debate on the agenda of the opening session of the new
assembly term on October 29. The debate of the grilling
however can be delayed for two more weeks if the min-
ister asks for that.

The grilling is based on allegations that the minister
has violated the constitution by refusing to abolish
interest rates on cash payments given by the pension
agency in exchange for part of the pensioners’ salary.
Islamist MPs have been pressing the government to
either abolish the interest rates or provide such facility
in accordance with Islamic Sharia law that forbids
usury.

A number of Islamist MPs have expressed their sup-
port for the grilling and demanded that the minister
should change the rules to be in line with Islamic law.

MP Adel Al-Damkhi called on the minister to make the
necessary changes to pave the way for all pensioners to
benefit from the facility. MPs Mohammad Al-Mutair
and Hamdan Al-Azmi said they will support the grilling.

But pro-government MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl criticized
the grilling saying it violates the law. Hayef had grilled
the finance minister over similar issues towards the end
of the past assembly term but did not file a no-confi-
dence motion.

In the meantime, MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said that he
will file two grilling against the ministers of interior and
finance at the start of the new assembly term and could
be even before that. The grillings, based on alleged vio-
lations, are expected to be some of the largest in the
assembly history, Adasani said.

MP Bader Al-Mulla said yesterday that he has
agreed with MP Thamer Al-Suwait to file a joint grilling
against Minister of Public Works Jenan Bushehri about
roads and housing. Mulla complained that the minister
of oil and the prime minister appear to have decided to
ignore the issue of violations at Vietnam refinery,
owned jointly by Kuwait, and renewed threats to file to
grill them both. 

BELGRADE: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq
Al-Ghanem said on Monday that the Israeli occupa-
tion continues its crimes because of the international
community’s silence towards these violations. Ghanem
made the statement before the 141st Assembly of
Inter-Parliamentary Union held in Serbia’s capital
Belgrade. The international silence increases despair
and kills hope of the region’s nations mainly the
Palestinian people, he said. This might lead to an
explosion of the situation and no one is immunized
against its repercussions and effects, he noted.

Meanwhile, Ghanem discussed with the President
of the National Assembly of Serbia Maja Gojkovic
yesterday means of enhancing and developing bilater-
al ties between both nations in various fields, espe-
cially the parliamentary one. Both sides tackled issues
of common interest, as well as talking over items on
the IPU assembly’s agenda. Undersecretary of the
Kuwaiti parliamentary caucus MP Rakan Al-Nisf,
members of the caucus MPs Ali Al-Degbasi and Safaa
Al-Hashim, and Kuwait’s Ambassador to Serbia
Yousef Abdulsamad attended the meeting. —KUNA

BELGRADE: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq
Al-Ghanem speaks before the 141st Assembly of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Speaker
blames int’l silence
for Israeli crimes

KUWAIT: MP Mohammad Hayef arrives at the National
Assembly’s building yesterday before filing to grill Finance
Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf.— Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: High-ranking official sources strongly denied
what it described as rumors regarding intentions to dis-
solve the parliament and call for early parliamentary elec-
tions, or dismiss the cabinet and appoint a new one.
“Those are mere illogical and unjustified analytical
reports,” the sources stressed. The sources, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity, also denied allegations about
disagreements amongst Cabinet members, or that each
minister operates in isolation. “Such speculations are
always repeated at the beginning of every parliamentary
term, which mostly reflect the wish of some lawmakers or
activists to run for the following parliamentary elections,”

the sources explained, noting that the government would
not hesitate to resign from office if such scenario became
necessary “because all ministers work for Kuwait’s grater
good.”

The government has so far been very cooperative with
lawmakers and attended various committee meetings to
discuss various bills, the sources added. “The current par-
liament’s tenure still has one term to be launched on
October 29, 2019 and ends on June 30, 2020, which is a
very short period that requires full cooperation to pass
various bills and priorities,” the sources added, noting that
early elections and a new Cabinet would delay passing
those bills, namely economic ones. 

Commenting on a grilling motion MP Mohammad Hayef
filed yesterday against Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf,
as well as expectations that more interpellation requests
could be filed before the new term’s inaugural session, the
sources said that in that case, the government is likely to
request debating all grilling motions during the same ses-
sion - a tactic that could “confuse lawmakers.” The gov-
ernment will also assess the situation after the finance min-
ister grilling’s debate, said the sources, noting that if it was
deemed necessary, a ‘limited reshuffle’ that sees Hajraf

replaced with Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled
Al-Roudhan could be made, especially considering that
Hajraf is expected to face more grilling motions even in
case he survives the debate of his upcoming interpellation. 
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