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LOS ANGELES: Tevin Coleman #26 of the San Francisco 49ers is tackled by Eric Weddle #32 of the Los Angeles Rams in the third quarter at Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum in Los Angeles, California. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: The San Francisco 49ers
remained unbeaten behind a stifling defen-
sive display on Sunday, shutting down their
California rival Los Angeles Rams with a
convincing 20-7 victory in Los Angeles.
Running back Tevin Coleman and quarter-
back Jimmy Garoppolo scored touchdowns,
and Robbie Gould booted a pair of field
goals as the 49ers scored the game’s final
20 points to improve to 5-0 on the NFL
season. It is their first time they have won
five straight to start the season since 1990. 

“I had a feeling that if we just don’t turn
it over, we’ll win this game,” 49ers coach
Kyle Shanahan said. “I haven’t had that feel-
ing very much in my career, and the defense
definitely gave it to me the whole game.”

Robert Woods ran for the lone Los
Angeles touchdown in the first quarter as
the Rams lost their third straight game and
dropped to 3-3 overall. The Rams offence
mustered just 165 total yards in front of a
crowd of 76,700 at Memorial Coliseum. 

After the Rams had scored on their
opening possession, the 49ers answered
with a two-yard score by Coleman late in
the first quarter.

Garoppolo scored on a one yard plunge
early in the third for a 14-7 lead. Garopplolo
also passed for 243 yards. Gould’s field
goals were from 25 yards and 34 yards in
the fourth for the margin of victory.

Elsewhere, the Houston Texans spoiled
Tyreek Hill’s return for Kansas City, rallying
with 20 unanswered points to hand the
Chiefs their second straight NFL defeat, 31-
24 at Arrowhead Stadium.

Texans quarterback Deshaun Watson
threw for 280 yards and a touchdown and
ran for two more TDs, getting the better of
opposite number Patrick Mahomes in a clash
of the league’s top young quarterbacks.

Star receiver Hill returned for the Chiefs
after being sidelined with a shoulder injury
since the season-opener and made a quick
impact with a spectacular touchdown catch
in the first quarter. He finished with five
catches for 80 yards and two TDs, but it
wasn’t enough to keep the Texans at bay.
Houston’s Carlos Hyde rushed for 116 yards
and a touchdown against his former team
and DeAndre Hopkins’ nine catches for 55
yards included one within the last two min-
utes that let the Texans hang onto the ball
and run out the clock.

Mahomes finished with 273 passing
yards and three touchdowns, but also threw
his first interception of the season. In
Baltimore, Ravens quarterback Lamar
Jackson finished with almost 400 yards of
total offense in a 23-17 victory over the
winless Cincinnati Bengals.

Jackson connected on 21 of 33 passes for
236 yards and rushed for a career-high 152
yards — fourth-most by a quarterback in
NFL history — as the Ravens improved to
4-2. “It’s cool, I guess,” Jackson said when
he learned that he was the first player in the
Super Bowl era to produce more than 200
yards passing and 150 yards rushing in a
regular-season game.

PANTHERS POUNCE
The Carolina Panthers pounced for a 37-

26 victory over the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
to get the day started in London. Christian
McCaffrey scored two touchdowns and the
Panthers parlayed five interceptions from
Bucs quarterback Jameis Winston into 17
points on the way to a fourth straight victo-
ry. The Panthers have bounced back from
back-to-back defeats to open the season.

Kyle Allen has since stepped in for
injured quarterback Cam Newton, but

McCaffrey said it was the support of the
“unbelievable” Panthers defense that made
the difference at Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium. “I felt like every single time they
were on offense our defense had a chance
to get a turnover or a sack,” he said.

It was an emotional day for Panthers
defensive end Efe Obada, who was born in
Nigeria but arrived as a 10-year-old in
England where he ended up fending for
himself on the streets of London.

He was made an honorary captain for the

game. “I had family in the stands which I
loved,” Obada said. “Most of them don’t
even understand what I’m doing, but they
believe in me and have supported me for
years. “For me to be in London and just
showing them, it was really special.”

Elsewhere, the Seattle Seahawks rallied
for a 32-28 victory over the Browns in
Cleveland to improve to 5-1 for the first
time since 2013. Seattle quarterback Russell
Wilson threw three touchdown passes and
ran for a score as the Seahawks roared

back after surrendering touchdowns on
Cleveland’s first three possessions.

In Minneapolis, Kirk Cousins connected
on four touchdown passes — three to
Stefon Diggs — as the Vikings soared past
the Eagles 38-20. In New Jersey, Sam
Darnold threw two touchdown passes in his
return from mononucleosis, and New York
held on to beat the  Dallas Cowboys 24-22
for the Jets’ first win of the season. In a bat-
tle of bottom-dwellers, Washington edged
Miami 17-16. — AFP

Niners stop Rams to stay unbeaten
Panthers pounce for a 37-26 victory over Buccaneers 

LOS ANGELES: Carlos Correa blasted a
walk off home run in the 11th inning on
Sunday to lift the Houston Astros to a 3-2
marathon victory over the New York
Yankees in game two of the ALCS. The
Astros shortstop hit a towering 394-foot
opposite field homer off Yankees relief
pitcher J.A. Happ to level the best-of-
seven playoff series at one game each.

Correa, who was batting in the leadoff
spot in the Astros side of the 11th, capped
the almost five-hour contest which saw
Houston bounce back from a one-sided
7-0 loss in game one. “It was a great
game. Two of the best teams out there,”
said Correa. “It is all worth it for moments
like this.”

Correa also hit an RBI double and
made a clutch defensive play earlier in
the game. Game three is Tuesday at
Yankee Stadium.  Correa watched the
first pitch of the bottom of the 11th sail
out the ballpark then cupped his hand to
his ear as the crowd of 43,300 at Minute

Maid Park went into a frenzy.
Correa said he was happy he got the

pitch he was looking for from Happ, who
was New York’s ninth pitcher of the
game. “I played against him before and I
have been successful going the other
way,” he said. “I was looking for some-
thing down the middle that I could drive
the other way and he threw the perfect
pitch for me to do it.”

This is the second time in three years
the two powerhouse franchises have
grappled in the Major League Baseball
postseason. In the 2017 ALCS each team
won all their home games with the Astros
moving on the World Series where they
claimed their first title.

Astros starter Justin Verlander once
again stepped up against the Yankees.
Verlander threw 6 2/3 solid innings, strik-
ing out seven and allowing five hits. In
seven career playoff starts against the
Yankees, Verlander is 4-0. His first career
playoff start came against New York in

2006 during his rookie season.
“I knew it was going to be a low scor-

ing affair,” said Verlander, who was the
MVP of the 2017 ALCS. “I was able to
lock it down and make pitches when I
had to. I was pleased to keep our boys
in the ball game.” Yankees left-hander
James Paxton lasted just 2 1/3 innings
surrendering four hits and one run and
walking two.

Houston’s bats came alive in game two
after going silent in the opener when the
Yankees clubbed three home runs. Correa
started the scoring in game two, hitting a
double to left field in the second which
plated Alex Bregman. 

The Yankees scored two runs in the
top of the fourth before George Springer
hit a solo homer in the fifth inning off
Yankees reliever Adam Ottavino to tie it
2-2. Gerrit Cole will start for the Astros
today against Luis Severino. Cole led the
league in strikeouts this season and has
18 wins in no losses in 24 starts. —AFP

Astros outlast Yankees with Correa’s homer


