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Presidential 
hopeful Sanders
seeks to shrug 
off heart attack
WASHINGTON: US Senator Bernie
Sanders may be 78 and recovering from
a heart attack, but he is determined to
prove he has lost none of his appetite for
political battle ahead of elections next
year. The pugnacious left-winger is
seeking to put his campaign for the
Democratic nomination back on track
after earlier suggesting that he would
have to slow down his schedule due to
his health scare.

“There’s nobody who has run a more
vigorous campaign,” Sanders told ABC
News in an interview broadcast on
Sunday. “We’re talking about three or four
rallies a day and town meetings... I think
after a short period of time, we’ll probably
be able to return to that.” Sanders, who is
polling third behind Joe Biden and
Elizabeth Warren in the race to take on
President Donald Trump in 2020, is
renowned for his rigorous work ethic and
reluctance to discuss personal matters.

But he offered a rare insight into how
he felt before and during the heart attack
— which he brushed off as a minor issue.

“Heart attack is a scary word,” he said.
“What I had was a 45-50 minute proce-
dure, two stents were placed in my heart,
which had a blocked artery. “It’s a fairly
common procedure, and people are back
on their feet pretty soon, as is the case
with me. “I was more fatigued, despite a
heavy schedule, than I should have been.
I wasn’t sleeping as well as I should have
been. “Occasionally, I was a little bit
wobbly. And I should have put two and
two together, and I didn’t.”

‘Get back into the groove’ 
Sanders has pushed back after men-

tioning that he might reduce his workload.
“I misspoke the other day,” he told NBC
on Wednesday. “The media drives me a
little bit nuts to make a big deal about it.
“We’re going to get back into the groove
of a very vigorous campaign, I love doing
rallies and I love doing town meetings.”
He also dismissed criticism that his team
had been slow to release news of the
heart attack, which he suffered on
October 1 at a campaign event in Nevada.

“The first thing that we’re trying to do
is understand what’s going on and not
run to The New York Times and have to
report every 15 minutes,” he said. “This
is not a baseball game. So I think we act-
ed absolutely appropriately.” He was
released from the hospital after three
days and is due to join rival candidates
on Tuesday for a grueling TV debate
before next weekend holding a “Bernie’s
Back” rally in New York.

Sanders is the oldest candidate vying
to lead the Democrats. Biden is 76 and
Warren is 70, while Trump is 73. Sanders
said he would “fight even harder” to
introduce universal health care after his
heart attack. His health has generally
been good and it has been Biden who has
had to bat away questions about his
stamina and mental sharpness. A self-
described Democratic socialist, Sanders
laid out his radical personal vision to
ABC, saying that “business as usual, and

doing it the old-fashioned way, is not
good enough.”“What we need is, in fact,
I don’t want to get people too nervous,
we need a political revolution. “I am, I
believe, the only candidate who’s going
to say to the ruling class of this country,
the corporate elite, enough with your
greed and with your corruption. We need
real change in this country.” Sanders
pushed Hillary Clinton to the wire in
2016, but ultimately lost the race to
become the Democratic nominee. —AFP

For Syria 
Kurds, the end 
of autonomy?
BEIRUT: After years of working towards
autonomy, Syria’s Kurds have been
dropped by their US ally and forced to
call in the Damascus regime to stem a six-
day Turkish offensive. But as President
Bashar al-Assad’s forces deploy towards
the northern border, is the Kurdish minori-
ty giving up on autonomy?

Why bring in the regime? 
Syria’s Kurds have largely stayed out of

the country’s eight-year civil war, instead
building their own institutions in regions
they control in northern and northeastern
Syria. After decades of marginalization,
they have their own authorities, security
forces and even schools in areas along the
country’s northern border.

Across the frontier, Turkey has eyed
this push for independence with suspicion
and considers the Syrian Kurdish fighters
of the People’s Protection Units (YPG) as
“terrorists”. Until earlier this month, the
presence of American troops in YPG-held
territory acted as a buffer against repeat-
ed Turkish threats of an imminent invasion.

But after US President Donald Trump
announced US special forces would pull
out, Turkish troops and their Syrian
rebel proxies on Wednesday launched a
cross-border attack. Feeling deeply
betrayed after years of helping to fight
the Islamic State group, and with the
Pentagon on Sunday saying all 1,000 US
troops would withdraw, the Kurds said

they had struck a deal with Damascus to
intervene.

What’s at stake? 
The Turkish-led assault has seen the

self-proclaimed Kurdish authorities lose
a 120-kilometre (70-mile) long strip of
the frontier. It has killed almost 130
Kurdish-led fighters and nearly 70 civil-
ians, the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights war monitor says. But they could
lose even more in the roughly one third
of the country they hold.

The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic
Forces control the country’s main wheat-
producing region, as well as major oil
fields in eastern Syria. The YPG has
spearheaded the US-backed fight
against IS in Syria, expelling the extrem-
ists from their last patch of territory in
March. After years of battle, they hold
thousands of alleged IS jihadists in their
jails, as well as related women and chil-
dren in overcrowded camps, including
foreigners.

They have warned any Turkish inva-
sion would divert their security forces to
the border and risk mass break-outs, and
possibly a return in force of the extrem-
ists. Despite the territorial defeat of IS,
the jihadists have continued to claim
deadly attacks in SDF-held areas. On
Sunday, the Kurds said around 800 IS-
linked foreign women and children had
escaped their custody after Turkish bom-
bardment nearby, though Ankara has
accused its foes of forcing them to leave.

Kurdish autonomy up in smoke? 
Assad’s regime has since 2015 gained

back large swathes of the country from
rebels and jihadists with key military
backing from Russia. It is now in control

of around 60 percent of the country and
has vowed to eventually retake every
inch of Syrian soil. The Kurdish authori-
ties on Monday said all its institutions
should continue to work normally after
what it described as a purely “military
agreement to defend the Syrian border”. 

A top foreign affairs official with the
Kurdish authorities, Aldar Xelil, has
described the deal as just “an emergency
measure” that does not affect the status
of the autonomous region. In talks until
now, Damascus has demanded a full
return of government institutions to
Kurdish-majority areas, but the Kurds
have sought to hang on to some degree
of new-found autonomy. With the
expected US withdrawal, those dreams

may have come to a screeching halt.
SDF chief Mazloum Abdi has

acknowledged that help from Assad’s
government would mean making some
concessions. “We know that we would
have to make painful compromises with
Moscow and Bashar al-Assad if we go
down the road of working with them,” he
wrote in a Sunday editorial in the
Foreign Policy magazine. But that, he
said, was better than “genocide”. “The
Kurds have their back up against the
wall so the Damascus regime is making
the most of it,” international relations
analyst Karim Bitar said. Assad’s govern-
ment “feels it is in a position of strength,
and will certainly make no concessions,”
he said. —AFP

Israeli police 
arrest Palestinian 
officials in Jerusalem
JERUSALEM: Israeli police arrested the Palestinian
governor of Jerusalem and a local official of the
mainstream Fatah party in dawn raids yesterday in
the disputed city, their lawyer said. Police arrested
governor Adnan Ghaith and the Fatah general sec-
retary for Jerusalem, Shadi Mutour, in raids on their
homes in Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem, lawyer
Mohammed Mahmud told AFP. He said they were
accused of engaging in activity on behalf of the
Palestinian Authority in the city.

Israeli police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld told
AFP that “two representatives were arrested by
police and are being questioned”, but did not con-
firm their names or give any further detail. PA activ-
ities in Jerusalem are barred by Israel, which occu-
pied east Jerusalem in the 1967 Six-Day War and
later annexed it in a move never recognized by the
international community. It considers the entire city
its capital, while the Palestinians see the eastern
sector as the capital of their future state.

About 320,000 Palestinians live in east
Jerusalem. Senior Palestinian official Hanan Ashrawi
condemned Ghaith’s arrest in a strongly-worded
statement. “Governor Ghaith’s detention is an act of
political persecution,” she wrote. “It is an illegal
abduction that must be roundly and firmly con-
demned by all concerned parties.” “Israel is waging
war against everything Palestinian in Jerusalem,”
she added. Ghaith has been taken in for police
questioning several times.—AFP

TUNIS: Tunisia’s electoral commission was expected to
confirm that voters gave conservative political outsider
Kais Saied a sweeping mandate to be the next presi-
dent, thanks largely to young people who flocked to his
side. In a contest that reflected Tunisia’s shifting post-
revolution political landscape, Saied, an independent,
scooped up more than 70 percent of the vote, polls
showed — sweeping aside his rival, charismatic media
magnate Nabil Karoui. “He was elected very comfort-
ably,” political scientist Selim Kharrat said. 

With his three million estimated votes, Saied won
double that of all 217 lawmakers combined who were
elected in October 6 general elections. This win “is a
message to parliament,” Kharrat added. “Voters have
opted for a plan to clean up politics, fight corruption,
and give more power to local entities.”  Official results
were set to be announced at 7:00 pm (1800 GMT),
according to the electoral commission ISIE, which
reported turnout was at least 58 percent, a steep rise
from the first round. 

Saied, a retired law professor with a rigid and aus-
tere demeanor that earned him the nickname
“Robocop”, was carried to victory by young voters,
wooed by his anti-establishment platform. Around 90
percent of 18- to 25-year-olds voted for Saied, accord-
ing to estimates by the Sigma polling institute, com-
pared with 49.2 percent of voters over 60. In his first
reaction, Saied thanked the country’s young people “for
turning a new page”, and vowed to try to build “a new
Tunisia”. Thousands of people took to the streets of the
capital Tunis late Sunday to celebrate Saied’s victory,
honking horns and singing the national anthem.

“Kais Saied, voice of the people,” a gathered crowd
chanted. “Long live Tunisia!” The runoff pitted Saied
against another newcomer, businessman Karoui, who
has been dubbed Tunisia’s “Berlusconi”. Karoui had
been jailed for the majority of the campaign, only walk-

ing free on Wednesday after more than a month behind
bars on suspicion of money-laundering. He has dis-
missed the charges as politically motivated.

‘Peaceful transition’ 
Saied and Karoui both trounced the old guard in a

September 15 first round, highlighting voter anger over
a stagnant economy, joblessness and poor public serv-
ices in the cradle of the Arab Spring. The country’s high
unemployment rate disproportionately affected young
graduates, fuelling their calls for political change. The
poll, Tunisia’s second free presidential election since its
2011 revolt, followed the death of president Beji Caid
Essebsi in July.

Saied, a 61-year-old constitutional law expert, cam-
paigned on the values of the 2011 revolution, based on
opposition to Westernized and corrupt elites, and in
favor of radical decentralization. “Tunisians were look-
ing for integrity”, said newly elected conservative law-
maker Lotfi Mraihi. He supported Saied because he
thought he embodied “the will to cut ties with the old
system and to revive the hope that had been buoyed by
the revolution”.  Tunisians took to social media, many
voicing pride in a successful democratic process.
“Congratulations to Tunisia... for showing a continued
commitment to resolving differences via peaceful tran-
sitions,” said HA Hellyer, a senior fellow at the Royal
United Services Institute in London, in a tweet. The
Islamist-inspired Ennahdha party, which won the most
seats in parliament in the general elections, had called
on supporters to back Saied.

Sharp contrast 
While the candidates were both seen as anti-estab-

lishment figures, the contrast between them was sharp.
A social conservative, Saied has defended the death
penalty, criminalization of homosexuality and a sexual

assault law that punishes unmarried couples who
engage in public displays of affection. Karoui present-
ed himself as a candidate for the poor whose appeal
stemmed largely from his media empire and philan-
thropic activity.

While his arrest cemented his outsider status, he had
been a longtime key supporter of president Essebsi,

with ties to the political establishment. For Kharrat,
what set the two finalists apart was primarily a differ-
ence of “moral principles”. “Karoui represents a leading
political class that is dishonest and uses money for its
own personal interests,” he said. Karoui however called
the election result a “denial of justice”, saying he had
been penalised by his incarceration. —AFP

Contest reflected Tunisia’s shifting post-revolution political landscape

Official results to seal conservative
outsider’s victory in Tunisia polls

Syrians return to their homes in the town of Ayn Al-Arus, south of the border town of
Tal Abyad, on October 14, 2019, after it was taken over by Turkish-backed Syrian fight-
ers during their assault on Kurdish-held border towns in northeastern Syria. —AFP

HOUSTON: In this file photo taken on September 12, 2019 Democratic presidential
hopeful US Senator for Vermont Bernie Sanders asks for time to speak to the mod-
erators during the third Democratic primary debate of the 2020 presidential cam-
paign season hosted by ABC News in partnership with Univision at Texas Southern
University. —AFP

TUNIS: Tunisians gather to celebrate the victory of Kais Saied in the Tunisia’s presidential runoff. —AFP

Extinction Rebellion 
co-founder in court 
for ‘drone plot’
LONDON: A co-founder of the Extinction Rebellion
movement is to face trial over an alleged attempt to dis-
rupt air traffic at London’s Heathrow Airport using a
drone, a judge ruled yesterday. Judge Martin Edmunds
said Roger Hallam will be tried on February 17 on a sin-
gle charge of conspiring to cause a public nuisance.
Hallam, 53, was not in court but followed proceedings
via video link from prison where he is being held on
remand. He spoke only to confirm his name, date of
birth and nationality.

No plea was entered. The bearded activist from
Wandsworth, southwest London, was one of a number
of people held in September after a protest by an off-
shoot of Extinction Rebellion, Heathrow Pause. The
group, which is against the construction of a third run-
way at Heathrow, aimed to disrupt the travel plans of
tens of thousands passengers by flying toy drones near
the airport. But the devices failed to get off the ground,
prompting claims from activists that police had used
jamming devices. 

London’s Metropolitan Police have moved to try to
minimize wide-scale disruption in the British capital
since the start of a two-week Extinction Rebellion
protest which began last week. That includes corralling
climate change activists to a designated spot in
Trafalgar Square using little-used powers under public
order legislation. A total of 1,336 people had been
arrested up to 8:00 am (0700 GMT) on Monday,
Extinction Rebellion said. Among those arrested was a
man dressed as a head of broccoli. —AFP


