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India tightens
security ahead of
temple ruling
NEW DELHI: Authorities have tightened security
restrictions in the northern Indian flashpoint city of
Ayodhya ahead of a crucial Supreme Court ruling over
the disputed site fiercely contested between Hindus and
Muslims. Hindus and Muslims have for decades been
bitterly divided over the 16th-century Babri mosque in
Ayodhya, a city in Uttar Pradash state.

Tensions boiled over in 1992 when Hindu zealots
destroyed the mosque, sparking religious violence that
killed 2,000 people. The Supreme Court is expected to
conclude on October 17 hearings into appeals against a
key 2010 court ruling that both groups should split the
site, with Hindus granted the lion’s share.

The restrictions under section 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure prohibiting more than four people
to assemble were first imposed on August 31, Ayodhya’s
district magistrate Anuj K Jha said Sunday, but were
tightened further on Saturday. “The order has been
issued considering safety and security of Ayodhya and
those visiting here as Govt’s paramount concerns,” Jha
tweeted late Sunday.

The new orders said that “drones, unmanned aerial
vehicle, unknown flying objects or anything that can be
weaponized are banned without prior permission from
district authorities”. The district also banned firecrackers
popular during this time of the year when Hindus mark
several major religious festivals, some involving Hindu
deity Ram who they believe was born in Ayodhya.

The orders will be in place under December 10.
The Supreme Court is expected to hand down its rul-
ing before Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi retires on
November 17.

Many Hindus believe the medieval mosque that
stood there for 460 years was only built after the
destruction of an earlier temple. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist party has cam-
paigned on constructing a new temple on the site of the
razed mosque. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Iraqi municipal workers clean up Tayaran Square in central Baghdad on October 5, 2019 after a curfew was lifted following a day of violent protests. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Calm may have returned to Iraq after
protests were violently suppressed, but the threat of fur-
ther unrest remains, experts say, amid public rejection of
politicians and a failure so far to heed calls for reform. In
six days of demonstrations from October 1, more than
100 Iraqis died, mostly protesters killed by live ammuni-
tion fired into crowds. The perpetrators have not been
arrested, or even identified.

Mohammed Al-Kaabi, a 28-year-old unemployed
graduate, says he is ready to return to the streets at any
time.  “We protested and will protest again to denounce
the poverty, unemployment and corruption that ruin our
lives,” he said. Unproductive meetings in parliament held
since haven’t convinced him otherwise, he said.

Nor have proposed reforms-unemployment aid, hous-
ing allowances, an online job portal-promised by a gov-
ernment that he would like to see fall. “What are these
reforms and why were they only announced after young
people died?” he asked. “It’s been a long time since peo-
ple had confidence in the government,” he said, adding
that politicians “spend their time making promises with-
out ever keeping them.”

According to Falah Al-Khazaali, an MP for the Fatah
party, the current cabinet “isn’t responsible for the errors
of its predecessors.” Fatah is the political arm of Hashed
Al-Shaabi-the paramilitary force dominated by pro-Iran
groups-and is part of the ruling coalition. “But whether

protests continue will depend on the government’s ability
to fulfill its promises to the Iraqi people,” he added.

‘Fire in the street’ 
During protests-which started in Baghdad and

spread to southern Iraq-demonstrators denounced an
absence of jobs and lack of functioning public services
while leaders benefited from corruption, which reached
$450 billion (410 billion euros) in 16 years according
to official figures. In a country where voter turnout is
declining amid polls regularly tainted by fraud, “the
failure of the political system is the principal reason for
this movement,” Iraqi political analyst Essam Al-Fili
told AFP.

Facing protester demands for radical change, reforms
proposed in recent days by a government already heav-
ily in debt “are not an action but a reaction, without
planning or strategy,” said Fili.  “They’re just trying to
put out the fire in the street, but if nothing changes, fires
will flare again,” he added.

‘Crisis of confidence’ 
According to political analyst Wathiq Al-Hachemi,

the root problem-”a crisis of confidence between the
people and power”-isn’t new. “Successive governments
have promised reforms without ever putting them in
place,” he said. But this time, an inability to implement

reform is compounded by “a political and economic cri-
sis and allegiances abroad,” he said, with factions
choosing sides between Iran and the United States, the
two major foreign powers in Iraq.

Mounting tension between Tehran and Washington is
a serious challenge to Iraq, scene of four decades of
conflict and violence. For Zine Al-Abidine Al-Bediri, a
27-year-old lawyer who demonstrated in the southern
city of Kut, the situation calls for a total overhaul.  “I
want to change the political system, the politicians and
even the constitution,” he told AFP.  If the protest move-
ment stops before having obtained all this he said, it’s
because demonstrators find themselves facing “political
parties and their militias.”

During the unrest, protesters were targeted by gun-
men, who the government labeled “infiltrators”. Human
rights groups accused security forces of the attacks.
Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, spiritual leader for Iraq’s
Shiite majority, said “the government is responsible
when, under the eye of law enforcement, protesters are
fired on illegally.” In response, the government launched
two enquiries, one to investigate protest deaths and
injuries, and another to hold to account security forces
who acted illegally. Despite the violence, “the youth
braved bullets without fear,” said Bediri. And if their
demands are not met, “we will show them something
even bigger and stronger.” —AFP

White House
reporters condemn
‘fake video’ of
Trump killing press
WASHINGTON: The White House
Correspondents’ Association (WHCA) has
condemned a video that depicted a fake
image of US President Donald Trump
slaughtering members of the news media,
shown at a gathering of his supporters at
a resort owned by the president. News of
the video was first reported by the New
York Times after someone who attended
the gathering leaked a cellphone video of

it to the newspaper. The video shows
Trump’s head superimposed on the body
of a man wearing a pinstriped suit open-
ing fire at a “Church of Fake News” with
parishioners’ faces covered with logos of
various news organizations or replaced
with those of prominent critics of the
president, the Times reported.

“All Americans should condemn this
depiction of violence directed toward
journalists and the president’s political
opponents,” Jonathan Karl, president of
the association, said in a statement. “We
have previously told the president his
rhetoric could incite violence. Now we
call on him and everybody associated
with this conference to denounce this
video and affirm that violence has no
place in our society,” Karl added.

Reuters has not obtained a copy of the
video for review and had not been able to
contact organizers of the event. The polit-
ical action group hosting the event,
American Priority, denounced the vio-
lence in the video and are investigating as
to how it was shown. It said in a state-
ment on Twitter that it had not been
aware of the video and did not approve it.
“This video was not approved, seen or
sanctioned by the ... organizers,” the
group said, adding that the video had
been shown in a “side room.”

American Priority states on its website
it supports free speech as protected by
the First Amendment of the US
Constitution, which also protects freedom
of the press. White House spokeswoman
Stephanie Grisham wrote in a post on

Twitter that Trump had not yet seen the
video, but condemned it “based upon
everything he has heard.” Trump’s son
Donald Trump Jr and a former spokes-
woman Sarah Huckabee Sanders were
scheduled to speak at the three-day con-
ference in Miami, but the Times reported
that neither had seen the video.

The Times reported that the video
appeared to include edited scenes from
the 2014 dark comedy “Kingsman: The
Secret Service”. Trump has repeatedly
called the media “the enemy of the peo-
ple” in comments that critics have said
could incite violence against journalists.
In 2018, a gunman killed five people in a
Maryland newspaper office in one of
the deadliest attacks on journalists in
US history. —Reuters

‘It’s been a long time since people had confidence in the government’


