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Municipal Council approves Amiri Diwan
takeover of Entertainment City development

2,650 million square meters area allocated for new Entertainment City
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Municipal Council yesterday approved
the Entertainment City’s development project, accept-
ing the Cabinet’s decision for the Amiri Diwan to take
over it instead of the Touristic Enterprises Company.
During a regular session yesterday, the council allocat-
ed an area of 2,650 million square meters for the Amiri
Diwan for the purpose of developing the Entertainment
City, provided the latter submits the project’s blue-
prints for approval within the new structural plan. 

“The new Entertainment City project will be 2,650
mill ion square meters,” said Dr Hassan Kamal,
Municipal Council member and Chairman for the
Capital Governorate Committee. The Municipal
Council had issued a decision in 2016 to annex the
Sheikh Zayed Park, which is adjacent to the current
Entertainment City’s location, into the project, Dr
Kamal noted. He explained that the previous decision
for the new project required allocation of land for the
Sheikh Zayed Park in another location where the park
currently has more than 1,200 trees.

The Sheikh Zayed Park is adjacent to the current
entertainment city that belongs to the Public Authority
of Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR),
which still has contracts to maintain the park, Dr Kamal
pointed out. The Municipal Council has accepted the
decision of the Cabinet for Amiri Diwan to take over
instead Touristic Enterprises Company, he added. In

addition, the Municipal is responsible for evaluating
the final plan for the new Entertainment City that over-
looks the Gulf. Dr Kamal pointed out that the Amiri
Diwan will design the new Entertainment city through
international companies, hoping this project will attract
many people and it is vital to have in Kuwait. In 1984,
the current Entertainment City was established in Al-
Doha area and was considered one of the major enter-
tainment centers in Kuwait.

Meanwhile, the Municipal Council also approved a
proposal made by member Humoud Al-Enezi on build-
ing fences for protection against stray dogs in border
areas and around houses. Enezi also urged PAAAFR to
fight stray dogs using the latest methods in this field. In
addition, the council approved a request made by
Kuwait Ports Authority to add new commercial activi-
ties to its new administrative building at Shuwaikh
Port, such as bank branches, cafeterias, money
exchangers, supermarkets, long distance calls, travel
agent, a barber, insurance company and custom clear-
ance services. 

Separately, Kuwait Municipality labor union’s chair-
man Mohammad Al-Arada said that the syndicate had
demanded incentives for employees working in engi-
neering positions who use their own vehicles in doing
their jobs, adding that Minister of State for Municipal
Affairs Fahad Al-Shola had been contacted in this
regard and agreed to covey the demands to the Civil
Service Commission (CSC). KUWAIT: A general view of Municipal Council members attending a session yesterday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: Based on reports  made by the
Competition Protection Authority (CPA), Ministry of
Interior (MOI) investigations showed that two for-
eign restaurant  de l ivery companies  had been
monopolizing the local market, making over KD 4
million from their operation in Kuwait, Al-Jarida dai-
ly reported yesterday.

In this regard, informed sources said that CPA had
urged the two companies to remove violations they
had committed and pay a fine equal to what they had
made from this monopoly, but they refused to adhere
within the legal grace period, which means they have
to pay twice as much now. Furthermore, the sources

added that most of the manpower hired by the two
concerned companies hold article 20 visas (domestic
laborers), which is a violation of residency laws. 

Notably, investigations revealed that the two com-
panies had signed contracts with various restaurants
in 2017 and forced them not to cooperate with other
delivery services, which made many restaurants cancel
contracts they had signed with other companies; forc-
ing those companies to file several complaints to CPA
in June 2018. After that, the two companies allegedly
informed restaurants that they would charge them an
extra two percent on operations in case they sign con-
tracts with other delivery services. —Al-Jarida

Two delivery companies
questioned for ‘monopoly’

BEIJING: The Global Tourism Economy Forum 2019
kicked off yesterday in Macau, China, tackling means
of enhancing commercial relations with China, espe-
cially in the tourism industry field, with the partici-
pation of Director General of Kuwait’s Dar Al-Athar
Al-Is lamiyyah (DAI)  Sheikha Hessa Al-Sabah.
Kuwait’s General Consul to Hong Kong and Macau

Salah Al-Seif said that Sheikha Hessa Al-Sabah is
participating in the forum held between October 13-
15, as being an official speaker in the main discussion
panel of the event. Sheikha Hessaís distinguished
efforts exerted in the field of Islamic antiquities gave
her the opportunity to take part in this forum as she
is scheduled to give a speech on the key role culture
plays as a diplomatic tool among world nations.
Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Ambassador to China Sameeh
Hayat hailed choosing Sheikha Hessa to participate
in this global event, which he said ìreflects deep-
rooted historic ties between Kuwait and China.î The
Global Tourism Economy Forum is held annually in
Macau with the support of China, with the European
Union as an official partner. It aims at encouraging
the world tourism economy. — KUNA

DAI chief takes
part in tourism
economy forum

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: A number of state departments received instruc-
tions recently to suspend issuing weekly or periodic publi-
cations in order to cut down their expenses and rationalize
in using the state budgets, said informed sources. 

“According to the Finance Ministry, those publica-
tions became redundant with the presence of social
media,” the sources explained, noting that the ministry
had submitted a memo in this regard to the Cabinet
explaining that those publications cost a lot of money
for the printing paper without making any revenues in
return - not even from commercial ads. 

The Finance Ministry had issued the new instruc-
tions to the Ministry of Electricity and Water, Kuwait
Airways, Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, Kuwait
University, Public Authority for Applied Education and
Training, and other ministries who have their own pub-
lications or magazines, the sources said.

In its memo, the finance ministry also highlighted

that the majority of those working in such publications
are not Kuwaitis, which goes against government plans
to replace expatriate workers with citizens. Further, the
sources said that the Finance Ministry urged govern-
ment bodies to change the topics published in those
publications into electronic ones to be posted on each
ministry’s official social media accounts. 

Housing units
In other news, Director of the Public Authority for

Housing Welfare Bader Al-Weqayyan announced the
authority’s readiness to hand over housing units at the
South Abdullah Al-Mubarak project. Weqayyan added
that the second contract at the Metlaa project belongs
to the Chinese government and that a meeting was held
at the authority’s headquarters and attended by the
Chinese ambassador to Kuwait to have the company’s
CEO sign an affidavit to stick to the first phase’s sched-
ule by the end of February 2020. The second phase,
which includes 6,342 units, would be finished by the
end of June 2020, he noted.

Attestation fees
Responding to social media reports about collecting

KD 2 from citizens to attest sick leaves, the Ministry of
Health released a statement yesterday in which it
explained that the attestation department only attests
sick leaves issued by private clinics with a KD 2 fee in
the form of a revenue stamp.

Govt to save
on publications’
expenses

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality said yesterday that its Farwaniya branch campaigns resulted in closing 54 stores in
addition to removing 4,800 square meters of encroachments on state property. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun


