
PUNE: South Africa’s Keshav Maharaj battled through
pain and held back from hitting out as he resisted
India’s drive for a decisive win in the second Test yes-
terday. The tourists were eventually dismissed for 275,
127 runs away from avoiding the follow-on, but Maharaj
earned praise for his courageous stand with Vernon
Philander that held up India’s march towards a victory
that would seal the three match series.

Maharaj, who made 72 with an injured shoulder,
and Philander, unbeaten on 44, put on 109 for the
ninth wicket to frustrate the Indian bowlers for 43.1
overs in Pune. “It’s (shoulder) very sore. Yesterday I

dived on it so lot of bruising. But hopefully I’ll be fine
for the rest of the series,” Maharaj, primarily a left-
arm spinner, said.

“Vernon and I said to ourselves that we’ll just get
through to tea and see after that. Being a lower order
batsman your fingers do itch to play a big shot but
Vernon kept me in a good mind space.

“After a few pulls I felt normal (in the shoulder). It’s
better to be positive, because if you go into your shell a
ball with your name will come along sooner or later.”

Ravichandran Ashwin broke the stand by taking
number 10 Maharaj in the final overs and then claimed
last man Kagiso Rabada, for two, to wrap up the
innings with figures of 4-69.

India, who scored 601-5 declared, have until the
start of play today to decide whether to enforce the fol-
low-on. South Africa still trail India by 326 runs.

‘LONGER YOU BAT, EASIER IT IS’ 
The Proteas, who resumed on 36-3, slipped to 162-8

after skipper Faf du Plessis fell for 64 to Ashwin’s off
spin. Maharaj, who injured his shoulder while fielding
on Friday and went off the pitch for scans, came out to
join Philander to make a last stand.

Maharaj passed his previous Test best of 45 with a
boundary off Ashwin and completed his fifty to an ova-
tion from the crowd. “I wanted to stay outside off
stump to spin, I tried to stay leg side of the ball for
(Ravindra) Jadeja,” said Maharaj, who claimed his 100th
Test wicket in the Indian innings.

“We saw (Mohammed) Shami got the ball to reverse,
and the wicket is deteriorating, but the longer you bat,
the easier it is.” Philander, a pace-bowling all-rounder,
also played a patient innings. He stayed on for 192 balls
before running out of partners.

Fast bowler Mohammed Shami struck early to
remove nightwatchman Anrich Nortje for three when he
edged a delivery to Virat Kohli at fourth slip. Theunis de
Bruyn was caught behind off Yadav for 30 as the

tourists slipped to 53 for five. Wicketkeeper-batsman
Quinton de Kock put on a 75-run fourth wicket stand
with du Plessis to offer some resistance before
Ashwin’s off spin bowled him for 31.

Kohli hit a career-best 254 not out to surpass Don

Bradman’s Test tally of 6,996 runs on Friday as India
tightened the screws on the tourists. A victory for India,
already one up in the three Tests, will see them beat the
record of 10 straight home series wins they share with
Australia.  —AFP
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SCOREBOARD

India 1st innings 601-5 (V. Kohli 254 not out, K. Rabada 3-93)
South Africa 1st innings (overnight 36-3, T. de Bruyn 20, A.
Nortje 2)
D. Elgar b Yadav 6
A. Markram lbw b Yadav 0
T. de Bruyn c Saha b Yadav 30
T. Bavuma c Saha b Shami 8
A. Nortje c Kohli b Shami 3
F. du Plessis c Rahane b Ashwin 64
Q. de Kock b Ashwin 31
S. Muthusamy lbw b Jadeja 7
V. Philander not out 44
K. Maharaj c Sharma b Ashwin 72
K. Rabada lbw b Ashwin 2
Extras (lb8) 8
Total (all out, 105.4 overs) 275
Fall of wickets: 1-2 (Markram), 2-13 (Elgar), 3-33 (Bavuma), 4-41
(Nortje), 5-53 (de Bruyn), 6-128 (de Kock), 7-139 (Muthusamy),
8-162 (Du Plessis), 9-271 (Maharaj), 10-275 (Rabada)
Bowling: I. Sharma 10-1-36-0, Yadav 13-2-37-3, Jadeja 36-15-
81-1, Shami 17-3-44-2, Ashwin 28.4-9-69-4, R. Sharma 1-1-0-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on day three of the second Test between
India and South Africa in Pune yesterday:

Kuwait Olympic sign
cooperation agreement
with Afghanistan
Olympic Committee
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Olympic Committee signed a coop-
eration and coordination agreement with Afghanistan
Olympic committee to exchange experiences in team
games as well as martial arts, besides organizing
friendly tournaments in order to benefit athletes of
both countries.

The agreement was signed during a visit by a sports
delegation from Afghanistan headed by President of
AOC and Youth and Sports Raheemi Hafeez, in addition
to the President of the Republic’s advisor on youth and
sports affairs Ajmal Ghani and AOC Secretary Dr
Mohammad Younis.

President of Kuwait Olympic Committee Sheikh
Fahad Nasser Al-Sabah was briefed on the latest devel-
opments in the Afghanistan sports movement, particu-
larly martial arts in which it made very good progress.
He said that we should benefit from such experience to
advance those games in Kuwait.

Asian Bowling 
Championship
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Director General of the Public Authority for
Sports Dr Humoud Fulaiteh said Kuwait hosting of the
Asian Bowling Championship from October 20 is a sig-
nificant sports event, that augments Kuwait sports links
with continental and world sports organizations, after
lifting the suspension for good.

Fulaiteh lauded the efforts being exerted by the high-
er organizing committee and all sub-committees of the
championship, adding that he is fully confident towards
the ability of the Kuwait Bowling Club administration,

headed by Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and
Board Members to have the tournament at its best.

He said bowling is highly popular and people of all
ages play it, and hoped that branches for the bowling
club will be built in order to all Kuwaitis to play the
game in all areas.

Dr Fulaiteh said the Asian bowling tournament is the
first official tournament to be held at the bowling com-
plex after it was officially opened by HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
and expected more continental and international tour-
nament to be held here and restore Kuwait’s place on
the world sports map.

Dr Humoud Fulaiteh concluded by saying Public
Authority for Sports continues its support for sports
and athletes, and removing all obstacles they face
according to the vision of the political leadership, that

always gives directions to work on fulfilling Kuwait ath-
letes’ ambitions and dreams.

Flower leaves 
England set-up 
after 12 years
LONDON: Former
England coach Andy
Flower has ended his
12-year stay with the
England and Wales
Cricket Board. Flower
was appointed
England assistant
coach to Peter
Moores in 2007 and
took over as head
coach two years later.

The Zimbabwean
switched to working
with the Lions in 2014
and has opted to step down shortly after Chris
Silverwood’s appointment as England’s new head
coach. During his spell as head coach, Flower led
England’s Test side to number one in the world,
victory at the 2010 World Twenty20 and Ashes
success in Australia in 2010-11.

“It’s been a real privilege. The Ashes victory in
2010-11 stands out. It’s difficult to win in
Australia and to do it so comprehensively was a
really proud moment in my coaching career,”
Flower said.

“It was wonderful to watch those young men
take on that challenge successfully and have a
great time doing it. “The win in India in 2012-13
was a highlight too, to overcome some great
players in tough spinning conditions was a spe-
cial victory.

“So was the T20 World Cup win in 2010. The
way we played our cricket, with such freedom and
aggression, really was fun to be part of.” —AFP

Kohli hits career-best 254 not out to surpass Don Bradman’s Test tally of 6,996 runs

South Africa’s Maharaj overcomes 
pain barrier to hit maiden fifty

PUNE: South Africa’s batsman Keshav Maharaj (R) plays a shot during the third day play of the second
Test cricket match between India and South Africa at the Maharashtra Cricket Association Stadium in
Pune yesterday. —AFP

AUB  kicks off 
registration for
‘Fun Run’ 
charity event 
KUWAIT: As part of its dynamic com-
munity initiatives, Ahli United Bank
announced commencing registration
for the “Fun Run” charity event organ-
ized by the Bank for the second year in
row to reflect its commitment to be
closer to the community it  serves
through raising awareness about the
importance of preserving and protect-
ing the environment. This event is part
of the Bank’s Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) program that
gives priority to youth and the environ-
ment in line with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s “New Kuwait 2035 Vision”.

The AUB Fun Run will take place

on the 14th  of  December 2019 in
Kuwait  Ci ty. Comment ing on th is
activity, Mrs. Sahar Dashti, General
Manager of Customer Protection and
the head of AUB CSR Team, invited all
age groups to  part ic ipate  in  th is
event, emphasizing that each partici-
pant is considered a contributor in
achieving His Highness the Amir ’s
vision, which considers  the environ-
ment  one of  i ts  main  p i l lars .
“Supporting the implementation of the
vision is a source of pride for every
contributor and participant”.

Mrs. Dashti said: “The exceptional
success we achieved in this initiative
last year was demonstrated by the sur-
prising level of participation through an
unexpected number of contestants. The
participants included people of deter-
mination who showed great enthusiasm
to contribute to the success of the
event, which motivated us to continue
developing this event year after year”.

Mrs. Dashti noted that all the pro-
ceeds from this event will be dedi-
cated for planting palm trees through

Al-Najat Charitable Society. Then
the Society will distribute the har-
vested dates to support vulnerable
famil ies. This means that the “Fun
Run” event will have environmental,
social and humanitarian contributions
under the slogan “Plant Palm Trees
with Your Steps”.

Dashti affirmed: “The Bank’s passion
to encourage group sports is reflected
by organizing and supporting such an
event with the aim of promoting a cul-
ture of teamwork to foster the values of
fair competition. At the same time, such
activities have an active role in the
development of mental and physical
abilities for different age groups, which
in turn has encouraged us to increase
the number of prize categories for the
winners.”

The early bird registration in AUB Fun
Run is ongoing until the end of October
2019 through (www.events.pro-
vision.com/event/detail/304). After that
date, there will be a special discount for
group registrations of 10 participants or
more.

Andy Flower


