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But Ayham Kamel of the Eurasia Group expressed
caution, saying that ongoing efforts to deescalate ten-
sions would not be halted. He said that if not perpetrated
by the Saudis, the attack could have been carried out by
Israel seeking to disrupt Iran’s oil exports, the country’s
key source of income, or from a terrorist group. But he
said both Tehran and Riyadh have shown interest in
calming the situation. “For now, the attack will likely not
derail efforts to ease tensions in the region and it does
not materially impact the possibility for an escalation
between Iran and Saudi Arabia,” he said.

Yesterday, Saudi Arabia said it was ready to help the
Iranian tanker, but the ship turned off its tracking sys-
tem. “An email from the captain of the Iranian tanker
Sabiti was received saying the front of the vessel had
been broken, resulting in an oil spill,” the official Saudi
Press Agency (SPA) said quoting the border guard.
“After analyzing the information by the coordination
center with the aim to provide any necessary assis-
tance... (the ship) shut off its tracking system without
responding to the center’s calls,” it said.

Saudi Arabia, it said, was committed to the security
and safety of navigation and international maritime
laws. In early May another Iranian vessel, the

“Happiness 1” broke down at about the same location
off the port of Jeddah and was repaired in Saudi Arabia,
where it was held until its release on July 21.

Yesterday Iran vowed not to let the attack against
the Sabiti go unanswered. Ali Shamkhani, secretary of
the Supreme National Security Council, said clues had
been uncovered as to who was behind what he called a
“missile attack” on tanker, the semi-official ISNA news
agency reported. “Maritime piracy and wickedness in
international waterways... will not be left unanswered,”
he said, quoted by ISNA.

Iran is prepared to hold talks with regional rival
Saudi Arabia, with or without the help of a mediator,
the Iranian foreign ministry said yesterday, ahead of a
visit by Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan. Asked
about reports that Khan, due to arrive in Iran at the
weekend, may try to mediate between Tehran and
Riyadh, Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi
said: “I am not aware of any mediation,” according to
state broadcaster IRIB.

“Iran has announced that, with or without a media-
tor, it is always ready to hold talk with its neighbors,
including Saudi Arabia, to get rid of any misunder-
standings,” Mousavi added. Iran’s foreign minister sig-
naled last week that his country would be willing to dis-
cuss regional issues with Saudi Arabia, but that Riyadh
had to stop “killing people”. Saudi Arabia, which is
locked in several proxy wars in the region with Iran, has
blamed Tehran for attacks on Saudi oil plants on Sept
14, a charge Iran denies. The kingdom has said it prefers
a political solution to a military one. — Agencies 

US deploys troops
to Saudi Arabia...
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US President Donald Trump has faced a firestorm of
criticism, even from his own domestic supporters, for
abandoning a loyal ally and stands accused of giving
Turkey a green light to launch the offensive after ordering
American troops to pull back from the border. The SDF
have taken mounting losses against the vastly superior
firepower of the Turkish army.

At least 23 SDF fighters have been killed, including in
overnight clashes, bringing the over death toll since the
Turkish offensive began on Wednesday to 81, said the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights monitor. Turkish air
strikes on Kurdish-held towns and intense artillery
exchanges caused mounting casualties on both sides of
the border. On the Syrian side at least 28 civilians have
been killed, according to the Britain-based Observatory,
and 17 are dead in Turkey, according to Turkish reports.
Four Turkish soldiers have been killed, Turkey’s defense
ministry and state-run Anadolu news agency said.

The towns of Ras al-Ain and Tal-Abyad further west
have been primary goals of the Turkish offensive and have
both come under heavy bombardment. They lie at either
end of a section of the border which although Kurdish-
controlled has an ethnic Arab majority. Ankara says its
forces’ mission is to establish a safe zone run by its mainly
Arab Syrian allies in which some of the 3.6 million mostly
Arab refugees from Syria can be rehoused.

But the Kurds say the Turkish invasion amounts to an
attempt to redraw the ethnic map of the region at their
expense. The operation has so far displaced some
100,000 people, according to the United Nations. Roads
leading out of the area have been filled with fleeing civil-
ians, some on foot, other in vehicles piled high with their
belongings. “We always get displaced no matter where we
go,” Yusra Al-Saleh, 38, who fled violence along Syria’s
northern border, said. “We are destroyed.”

The Kurdish Red Crescent said it would no longer dis-
patch medical teams to Ras al-Ain because its ambulances
are being hit by Turkish fire. It said one of its medical
points south of Ras al-Ain was hit by Turkish fire yester-
day, wounding an ambulance driver and damaging the
vehicle. Aid groups have warned of yet another humanitar-
ian disaster in Syria’s eight-year-old war if the offensive is
not stopped. “More people are leaving on a daily base and

those numbers will go up,” the World Food Program said.
Most of those fleeing were heading east towards the

city of Hasakeh, which has not been targeted by Turkey.
“Turkey’s aim is to prevent further fleeing Syrian civilians
from entering Turkey rather than genuinely providing pro-
tection,” Human Rights Watch. The SDF lost 11,000 fight-
ers in the protracted US-led campaign against IS before
finally overrunning the jihadists’ self-proclaimed
“caliphate” in March.

Yesterday, it decried being “abandoned” by
Washington. “Our allies had guaranteed us protection ...
but suddenly and without warning they abandoned us in
an unjust decisions to withdraw their troops from the
Turkish border,” a statement said. “We call on our allies to
fulfill their duties and assume their moral obligations,” to
protect us by “closing the air space to Turkish warplanes”.

The offensive sparked international condemnation and
even Trump toughened his policy towards Ankara, threat-
ening on Friday crippling sanctions if the operation goes
too far. Yesterday, Germany said it was halting sales of
weapons to Turkey over the Syrian offensive, after France,
a key partner in the US-led anti-IS coalition, threatened
sanctions against Ankara. But Turkish counterpart Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has voiced defiance and the Pentagon has
reported no progress in its belated efforts to persuade
Ankara to halt the assault.

Arab foreign ministers yesterday condemned Turkey’s
“aggression” in Syria, calling for an immediate withdrawal
of Ankara’s troops. The statement came after an emer-
gency session of the Arab League in Cairo called for by
Egypt to discuss Turkey’s assault on the Kurds.

Arab League chief Ahmed Aboul Gheit slammed the
Turkish attack as an “invasion of an Arab land”. The minis-
ters called for “ending the aggression and the immediate
and unconditional withdrawal of Turkey from all of Syria’s
land”, the statement said. The group said Ankara’s offen-
sive was a “direct threat to Arab national security”, adding
they would consider “urgent measures to confront the
Turkish aggression”. 

The potential responses included diplomatic and eco-
nomic actions, as well as “military cooperation to confront
the Turkish aggression”, the statement said. The foreign
ministers of Iraq and Lebanon also called for Syria’s Arab
League membership to be unfrozen. Damascus has been
suspended from the pan-Arab bloc since 2011 over its
bloody crackdown on protestors. 

Turkey dismissed the Arab League statement, saying it
misrepresented its military operations. Fahrettin Altun,
director of communications for the Turkish presidency, also
said governments that disliked Turkey’s stance on Middle
East issues including the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and war
in Yemen “do not speak for the Arab world”. — Agencies 
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The threat of terrorism originating from Syria and
targeting our borders is not limited to DAESH. In its
more than 30-year terror campaign against Turkey, the
PKK-listed as a terrorist organization by Turkey, the
US and the EU, and NATO-has been responsible for
the deaths of 40,000 people, including women, chil-
dren, and infants.

During the last two years, especially from the east of
River Euphrates, we have been exposed to more than
hundred cases of attacks or hostile acts by PYD/YPG,
the Syrian offshoot of PKK. PYD/YPG has perpetrated
terrorist attacks also within Syria and against Syrians.
Northwest Syria is a particular case in point. More than
200 cases of attacks and killing or wounding of scores
of civilians took place. PYD/YPG-affiliated elements
assumed responsibility in these cases without hesitation. 

Our expectations and sensitivities regarding the
PYD/YPG threat were repeatedly shared with our allies,
especially the US. Our talks with the US on the estab-
lishment of a safe zone has remained inconclusive.
Promises made by the US have not been fulfilled.
PYD/YPG fortifications were not destroyed. PYD/YPG
even built new ones. They did not withdraw. Their heavy
weapons were not taken back. We could no longer tol-
erate the presence of terrorists at our borders. We were
compelled to take our destiny into our hands. That is
why we launched “Operation Peace Spring”.

What does Turkey want to achieve and how?
The main objectives of this operation will be to

ensure Turkey’s border security, neutralize terrorists in
the region and save Syrians from the oppression and
cruelty of these terrorists.  The operation will be car-
ried out on the basis of international law, in accordance
with the right of self-defense as enshrined in Article 51
of the UN Charter and the relevant Security Council
resolutions.

As was the case with Operations Euphrates Shield
and Olive Branch, only terrorist elements and their hide-
outs, shelters, emplacements, weapons, vehicles and
equipment will be targeted during the planning and exe-
cution phases of the operation. The US and other allies
who have a military presence in the region were
informed of the operation in a timely manner. Channels
of military deconfliction will remain open and functional.

We took immediate steps to inform the international
community on the background, legal basis and goals of
this operation. President Erdogan had already informed
President Trump about our intention. President
Erdogan also called President Putin before the start of
the operation. We notified UN Secretary General,
President of the UN Security Council and NATO
Secretary General of the start of this operation.

We invited ambassadors representing permanent

members of the UN Security Council as well as region-
al countries to the ministry. We delivered a verbal note
to the Syrian Consulate General in Istanbul. We made
clear that this was limited to a counter-terrorism opera-
tion. We reiterated our commitment to Syria’s territorial
integrity and unity. We intend to continue the operation
until all terrorists have been wiped out of the region,
our border security has been ensured, and local Syrians
have been liberated from the tyranny of PYD/YPG as
well as the DAESH threat. 

Not against but for Syria and Syrians
The Syrian National Coalition and the Syrian Interim

Government as well as tribal leaders have expressed
support for the operation.

The operation also aims to facilitate safe and volun-
tary returns of displaced Syrians. A safe zone free from
terror will encourage these Syrians, including more
than 300,000 Syrian Kurds taking refuge in Turkey, to
voluntarily return to their homes. Turkey plans to reset-
tle 2 million Syrians in a 30-kilometer wide safe zone to
be set up in Syria, stretching from the Euphrates River
to the Iraqi border, including Manbij. But the presence
of terror groups such as the PKK, PYD, and YPG risk
its formation. 

In fact, Turkey has best practices in terms of liberat-
ing areas from terrorism and facilitating safe and volun-
tary returns of Syrians. In northwest Syria, more than
360 thousand Syrians returned from Turkey to their
homes in areas cleared of terrorists by Operations
Euphrates Shield and Olive Branch. 

Turkey has no plans whatsoever to modify the
demographic structure in the operation area. It is the
other way around. Our operation will give a chance to
at least one million displaced Syrians, including Kurds,
Arabs and Christians alike, to return to their ancestors’
lands after having been subject to ethnic cleansing by
PYD/YPG. Turkey’s counter-terrorism efforts in Syria
will contribute to the territorial integrity and unity of
Syria by disrupting separatist agendas. 

International solidarity needed to combat terrorism
The future of detained DAESH terrorists is of para-

mount importance for Turkey. The only sustainable
solution is repatriation of all foreign terrorist fighters by
their countries of origin. The issue of foreign terrorist
fighters can be effectively dealt with only by collective
action by the international community. Protection of
civilians and civilian infrastructure is our top priority. 

Turkey has always been at the forefront of the
efforts to combat DAESH. We will remain so. This vision
is recognized and supported by the Syrian National
Coalition and the Syrian Interim Government, as the
legitimate representatives of the Syrian people, along
with the tribal representatives, Kurdish and Christian
leaders across the region.

As President Recep Tayyip Erdogan says, our plan is
that everyone can return home. Arabs, Kurds,
Turkmens, Assyrians other ethnic and religious groups
will be able to return to their homes. Therefore, we will
be able to restore the demographic wealth of the
region, which was deteriorating. 

Why did Turkey 
launch ‘Operation...
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Maintaining a very regular pace at around 2:50 minutes
per kilometer, he passed the finish line gesturing and smil-
ing, describing his approach to the finish as “the best
moment of my life”.

The founder of the main sponsors, Ineos, British bil-
lionaire Jim Ratcliffe, took a personal interest in the
challenge. “That last kilometer where he actually accel-
erated was super human,” said Ratcliffe, who himself
competes in Ironman triathlons. Kipchoge had been 11
seconds in advance at mid-race as fans lining the course,
many waving Kenyan flags, loudly cheered him on.

Kipchoge’s coach, Patrick Sang, said the Kenyan had
“inspired all of us that we can stretch our limits in our
lives”. Kipchoge told reporters earlier this week that his
attempt in the Austrian capital was about “making history
in this world, like the first man to go to the moon”.

Because of the way the run was set up and paced the
International Association of Athletics Federations will

not validate the time as a world record. The running sur-
face had been partly retarred and readied with other
features such as a banked corner that could save time
and avoid injury. 

Pacemakers took turns to support him throughout the
42.195-km race. They included 1,500-m Olympic champion
Matthew Centrowitz and former world champion Bernard
Lagat. The course comprised a 4.3 km-long straight alley,
which the Kenyan ran up and down several times amid dry
but foggy weather. Throngs of fans cheered on Kipchoge
whenever he passed by.

William Magachi, 33, from Nairobi, was one of many
Kenyans watching in Vienna. “It’s amazing. He is a super
human being, the positivity, what he has been able to
achieve. “It’s a record breaking moment. It never happened
and may never happen again in my lifetime... I’m a lucky
man.” Another fan, Markus Parzer, 32 and from Vienna said:
“It’s absolutely amazing. I’m a runner as well, a hobby run-
ner. Just running his pace for a few hundred metres, I can’t
do it longer. This really shows the magnitude of what he
achieved today... It’s really history made here in Vienna.”

Fans from around the world also followed the run, broad-
cast live over YouTube and on many television channels, as
well as on a giant screen near Eldoret in west Kenya, where
Kipchoge’s family lives. His number one fan, his mother Janet
Rotich, was watching from her home. — AFP

Kipchoge runs
sub-two hour...
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its economy away from oil. As Saudi Arabia boosts
its entertainment offering, its record has put off some
artists, including rapper Nicki Minaj, who pulled out of
the Jeddah World Fest in July, citing human rights con-
cerns. Janet Jackson, 50 Cent and Chris Brown were
among artists who did not turn down the kingdom’s
invitation to perform. 

But fans on Friday were excited about the prospect
of future events, as children and their parents waited in
anticipation outside the stadium in the kingdom that
rarely pulsates to the beats of pop songs and throngs of
young people. “This concert means a lot to me,” said
Mohammed, who had the green Saudi flag tied around
his shoulders. “I feel like this is supporting our country
and our economy. Also, that we are showing everyone
that we welcome everyone,” added the young man, who
said he was an amateur YouTuber who produces art
and music.

Nearby was a group of three Filipinos, who made
the trip from Jeddah, about 800 km west of Riyadh.
“We’ve been waiting for such an event for so long,” one
of the young women told AFP before she bolted with
her friends to listen to their “favorite” song. — AFP

BTS rocks 
out in Saudi...

US President Donald Trump steps off Air Force One upon arrival at Minneapolis-Saint Paul International Airport in Minneapolis on Oct 10, 2019.  — AFP


