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Straw that broke 
the camel’s back?
By Dr James J Zogby 

Ihave never forgotten a political cartoon that
appeared in the midst of the Watergate impeach-
ment investigation. It caricatured the strange rela-

tionship evangelical Christians had with then President
Richard Nixon, and speaks to me today of way the
current group of right-wing preachers are dealing with
President Donald Trump.

The cartoon was made up of a series of eight sepa-
rate boxes. Shown in the background of each box was
Richard Nixon speaking on the phone. Pictured in the
foreground of each box was the face of a prominent
evangelical Christian preacher. In the first seven boxes,
Nixon is shown ordering the bombing of Cambodia,
the invasion of Laos, surveillance of political oppo-
nents, criticizing welfare benefits for the poor, etc. In
the first seven, the preacher in the foreground is shown
saying “Praise the Lord, truly this is a man of God.”

In the eighth and final box of the cartoon, Nixon is
on the phone using the obscene and vulgar language
that appeared in the White House tapes he had been
forced to surrender to a Senate investigative commit-
tee. In this box, on hearing Nixon’s foul language, the
preacher, in the foreground, looks shocked and says
“Tsk, tsk, a moral lapse!”

What I loved about this cartoon was that it so per-
fectly captured the moral bankruptcy that character-
ized the religious right’s relationship with Nixon. He
could invade and bomb other countries, use napalm on
civilian villages, gut federal programs for those in need,
deny equal rights to an entire group of Americans and
still be embraced by right-wing preachers because he
supported their narrow social agenda and espoused the
idolatry of hyper-Americanism they also advocated. 

They didn’t even break with him when law enforce-
ment arrested some of his operatives breaking into his
Democratic rival’s campaign headquarters, then lied
about it to Congress and did everything he could to
obstruct the investigation. But when the White House
was forced to release Nixon’s secretly recorded phone
conversations and they revealed the president’s pen-
chant for “colorful language” - that was, as we say, “the
straw that broke the camel’s back.” While the matter in
question was Nixon’s language, it opened the door to a
deeper rupture that allowed right-wing Christians to
join the growing chorus of Americans - Democrats and
Republicans, alike - who recognized that Nixon had
abused the office of the presidency and who now were
calling for his impeachment.

There are interesting parallels to the relationship
Nixon had with the religious right and the way that
their contemporary counterparts have embraced
President Donald Trump. They say they support him
because he promised and delivered on much of their
conservative social agenda. He appointed federal
judges whom they believe will oppose abortion and
gay marriage. He has pledged to eliminate penalties for
tax-exempt churches that engage in electoral political
activity. He has warned about the dangers of allowing
too many Muslim refugees to enter America. He has
been seen as a staunch defender of Israel, going so far
as to move the US Embassy in Israel to Jerusalem - a
step which some evangelicals view as necessary to
bring on the awaited “final days”. And he has promoted
today’s version of the idolatry of hyper-Americanism.

Because of this, they have either ignored or forgiven
Trump’s otherwise decidedly less than exemplary
behavior and un-Christian policies: his multiple mar-
riages, the too numerous to count allegations of sexual
misconduct, his public use of obscene and vulgar lan-
guage, and his policies of family-separation and denial
of entry to refugees and asylum seekers. Despite all of
this and more, the religious right has stood by Trump,
sometimes using over-the-top language to describe
him. One has referred to Trump as “heaven-sent,” while
another called him a “gift from God.”

This past week we witnessed the first crack in this
support for “their president”: Trump’s decision to order
US troops in Syria to stand down and allow for a
Turkish invasion of northeastern Syria. While the Turks
say their goal is to create a “safe corridor” that will
allow them to forcibly resettle Syrian refugees who have
entered Turkey, they are also targeting the US-allied
Kurdish militias - whom Turkey refers to as “terrorists”. 

The response of the religious right has been out-
rage and condemnation - focused narrowly on their
professed concern with the rights of Christians. Said
one evangelical preacher, “Kurdish Christians (and
others among the brave Kurds) have stood up for the
United States and for freedom and human dignity...
What they are now facing from Erdogan’s authoritari-
an Turkey is horrifying beyond words.”  Another called
on his followers to “pray for the Christians who the
Kurds have been protecting. They could be annihilat-
ed.”  And Pat Robertson, notorious for his “end of
days” prophecies, declared that President Trump was
in danger “of losing the Mandate of Heaven”. 

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the
Arab American Institute 

Hours after judges passed her up for the Nobel Peace
Prize, Greta Thunberg stood before a cheering
throng, insisting once again that something must be

done about climate change - and fast. “We as young peo-
ple are tired of constantly being betrayed by those who are
supposed to work for our greater good,” the 16-year-old
Swedish activist told hundreds of supporters gathered in
an outdoor amphitheater in Colorado’s largest city, Denver.

“We are here because we care about the future, about
what we one day will leave after us,” Thunberg, clad in a
cream-colored jacket with her hair in her trademark braid,
said to thunderous applause. “But the political leaders
can’t seem to think beyond the next election, and that
needs to come to an end.” Calls to action, condemnation of
politicians and appeals to youth are all familiar rhetoric for
Thunberg, whose activism against what some view as
humanity’s most pressing problem made her an apparent
frontrunner for the Peace Prize.

Earlier on Friday, the Norwegian judges instead select-
ed Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed for the award,
citing his efforts to end two decades of conflict with
Eritrea. A world away, Thunberg responded with a suc-
cinct “no” when asked by AFP if not winning had disap-
pointed her. “Yeah, I’m very focused. This day was amaz-
ing,” she said.

Bound for Chile 
Thunberg’s stop in Colorado came amid a highly publi-

cized journey from her hometown of Stockholm in which
she traversed the Atlantic on a zero-emission sailboat
before making an appearance at a United Nations climate
summit. “How dare you?” she thundered at world leaders
gathered in New York, accusing them of handing younger
generations a world of rising seas and increasingly severe
weather. That refrain - emphatically repeated by Thunberg
in her UN speech - could be seen on several cardboard
signs carried by crowd members in Denver.

“She helped voice the opinions that I didn’t know how
to word. She said everything that I’d been thinking,” said
Dante Lanthier, 16, one of many high school students who
attended the event. Students have been among the most
receptive of audiences for Thunberg, who first rose to
prominence in August 2018 when she started skipping
school to sit outside the Swedish parliament with her
“School Strike for the Climate” sign, to criticize govern-
ment inaction on climate change.

Students across the world then began emulating her
academic disobedience, leading to organized school walk-
outs and the rise of the “Fridays for Future” movement,
which organized the event in Denver. “When you’re
younger, you can’t vote, you can’t see the way to make

changes,” said Molly Ring, 18, a high schooler who recent-
ly participated in her first climate strike. “Having her... is
really inspiring.”

Fire and ice 
Thunberg, who is heading by electric vehicle to

Santiago, Chile in time for another UN climate conference
in December, arrived in Denver on a day so cold that local
media reported it broke a record set in 1946. Hundreds of
miles away, wildfires tore through southern California,
forcing tens of thousands to evacuate. Both are seen as
symptomatic of the climate disaster Thunberg warns
against. “With hotter summers, and earlier, colder winters,
we need this message,” 74-year-old Kate Hilsenbeck said
of Thunberg’s activism, as she waited for the young Swede
to appear. Thunberg has already won Amnesty
International’s top human rights prize and the Swedish
Right Livelihood Award, often presented as an alternative
Nobel. She’s also earned adoration from fans, some of
whom shouted “we love you, Greta!” as she left the venue
following a speech that lasted just under 10 minutes. That a
Nobel Prize had eluded Thunberg this year seemed to
worry her audience little. “I think she’s got lots of years to
win all the prizes,” said Denver resident Laurence Larrick,
67. “I don’t think she has to worry about that.” — AFP 

Swedish environment activist Greta Thunberg, 16, speaks during a “FridaysForFuture” climate protest at Civic Center Park in Denver on Friday. — AFP 

Nobel snub no obstacle in Thunberg climate quest 

China’s progress 
since 40 years 
By Al-Anoud Al-Sabah

Under the auspices and with the attendance of
the Chinese President Xi Jinping, the People’s
Republic of China recently celebrated its

70th National Day annually marked on October 1. 
The ceremony included the longest military

parade ever held in Asia, demonstrating all Chinese
military developments. Nonetheless, what the
Chinese are really proud of is the economic diver-
sity and progress they have achieved over the past
40 years, in addition to scientific and educational
development, which made China lead the world in
technology and caused US-Chinese commercial
conflicts. 

The Chinese form 42 percent of buyers in digital
markets as Chinese people mainly rely on the
WeChat application for communication, chatting,
payment, ordering taxis, doing government transac-
tions, etc. It is becoming hard to do anything without
smartphones. 

In addition, Chinese companies like Alibaba,
Huawei and Tencent are competing with internation-
al peers such as Amazon, Apple and others, giving
Asia a larger influence in technological development
than the West. 

China has also developed its infrastructure, e-
commerce and banks, which made them a huge
economic power in less than 25 years. In addition
to developing its financial, administrative, educa-
tional, social and military establishments in record
time, the highlight of Chinese developments is in
the fields of technology and industrial intelligence,
which is due to change China’s weight in interna-
tional sciences and economy as per its ‘Made in
China 2025’ strategy.

The Silk Belt and Road
It is an economic initiative for logistics develop-

ment and linking international markets with China. I
believe this is China’s second most important project
after technological advances. 

GCC states
GCC states are a basic sources of energy for

China (oil and gas) as well as a major market for
Chinese products. They also pose a major stopover
along the Chinese Silk Road, which is expected to
include the majority of the world’s countries. 

GCC states have well-established relations with
China in various fields such as energy, renewable
energy, defense, military equipment, education, envi-
ronment, technology and telecommunications repre-
sented by the region’s leading company, Huawei. 

NOTE: Al-Anoud Al-Sabah is a PhD student and
researcher in Kuwaiti-Chinese relations 

Washington Watch 

Are blackouts 
the new normal 
for California? 

Millions of people lost electricity last week in
California as the state’s utility giant PG&E sought
to prevent catastrophic wildfires, leading many to

question whether such power shutoffs will become the new
normal. The unprecedented outages plunged large swaths
of Northern California in the dark, forcing the closure of
schools and businesses and prompting backlash and ques-
tions on how this could happen in a state that boasts the
world’s fifth largest economy.

“This can’t be, respectfully, the new normal,” fumed
Governor Gavin Newsom on Thursday as he spoke with
reporters. “And it is a false choice to say it’s hardship or
safety.” PG&E, the state’s largest private utility company
that services some 5.4 million customers in the northern
and central part of the state, has defended the shutoffs
that affected about two million people as necessary to
prevent wildfires that could be sparked by lines downed
in heavy winds.

Last November, PG&E’s faulty power lines were deter-
mined to have sparked the deadliest wildfire in the state’s
modern history, which killed 86 and destroyed the town of
Paradise. Power lines were also behind devastating fires in
2017 in the Napa wine region. PG&E, which filed for bank-
ruptcy in January, has argued the outages this week were
necessary for safety reasons and said it will take days
before power is restored to all customers as employees
beforehand must check the grid in person or electronically.

‘Not adequately prepared’ 
The beleaguered company also warned that such shut-

offs could be ordered annually until its aging power grid
and power lines can be updated to handle fire hazards.
Experts believe such an overhaul can take a decade to
complete, especially as PG&E is undergoing a massive
reorganization linked to the multi-billion dollar settlements
it has had to pay victims of last year’s fire.

Bill Johnson, the company CEO, apologized at a news
conference Thursday evening for the massive power cuts
ordered this week and admitted the agency had poorly
handled the issue. “We were not adequately prepared,” he
admitted, while defending the decision. “We faced a choice
here between hardship on everyone and safety, and we
chose safety.” 

His argument, however, was dismissed by many, includ-
ing the governor, who blasted PG&E for failing to invest
enough in recent years to upgrade its power lines. “It’s
decisions that were not made that have led to this moment
in PG&E’s history in the state of California,” Newsom told
a news conference. “This is not, from my perspective, a cli-
mate change story as much as a story about greed and
mismanagement over the course of decades,” he added.
“Neglect, a desire to advance not public safety but profits.”

‘Lives disrupted’ 
Mikhael Chester, a professor of sustainable energy at

Arizona State University, said even if billions of dollars
were spent to upgrade utility grids, power shutdowns
would continue to happen as infrastructure could not be
expected to be “one hundred percent reliable”. “We have
pushed infrastructure to a point where we are going to
have to recognize that reliability is going to become
compromised more and more often,” he told Popular
Science magazine.

As to suggestions that California bury its power lines
underground to ward off wildfire, experts say such a solu-
tion comes down to cost and time. It costs approximately
$3 million per mile to convert underground electric distri-
bution lines from overhead, while the cost to build new
overhead lines is approximately $150 per foot or $800,000
per mile, PG&E says on its website.

Severin Borenstein, a University of California Berkeley
professor of business administration and public policy who
specializes in energy, said given the state of affairs,
Californians should brace for blackouts becoming regular
occurrences. “We’ve been pretty lucky in California that
we have far fewer weather disruptions than in other
parts of the country,” he told National Public Radio. In
coming years, however, he added that the state must
seriously address the threat of wildfires “and do a lot
more preparation and have our lives disrupted for a few
days a year at least.” — AFP 

A car drives passed a power station in Mill Valley, California amid a statewide blackout on Oct 10, 2019. — AFP 


