
TOKYO: Powerful Typhoon Hagibis slammed into
Japan yesterday, killing at least two people and prompt-
ing authorities to issue their highest level of disaster
warning over “unprecedented” downpours that caused
flooding and landslides. Around 7.3 million people were
placed under non-compulsory evacuation orders and
more than 30 people were injured, four seriously. Even
before making landfall, Hagibis caused enormous dis-
ruption, forcing the cancellation of two Rugby World
Cup matches, delaying the Japanese Grand Prix and
grounding all flights in the Tokyo region.

It crashed into Japan’s main Honshu island just before
7:00pm (1000 GMT), barrelling into Izu, a peninsula
southwest of Tokyo, the Japan Meteorological Agency
(JMA) said, packing gusts of wind up to 216 kilometers
per hour around an hour. The storm claimed its first vic-
tim hours before arriving on the coast, when strong
winds from its outer bands flipped a car in Chiba east of
Tokyo and killed the driver. But it was Hagibis’ torrential
rain that prompted the JMA to issue its highest-level
emergency warning for parts of Tokyo and the sur-
rounding areas, warning of disaster.

‘Unprecedented’ rains 
“Unprecedented heavy rain has been seen in cities,

towns and villages for which the emergency warning
was issued,” JMA forecaster Yasushi Kajiwara told
reporters. “The possibility is extremely high that disas-
ters such as landslides and floods have already
occurred. It is important to take action that can help
save your lives.” At least two landslides were already
confirmed, with a man in his sixties killed in one in
Gunma north of Tokyo.

By early evening, tens of thousands were in shelters
and receiving emergency rations and blankets, though a
5.7-magnitude quake that rattled the Tokyo area did lit-
tle to calm nerves. Among the evacuees were people
whose homes were damaged by a powerful typhoon
that hit the region last month. “I evacuated because my

roof was ripped off by the other typhoon and rain came
in. I’m so worried about my house,” a 93-year-old man
told national broadcaster NHK as he sheltered at a cen-
tre in Tateyama in Chiba east of Tokyo.

In Yokohama, outside of Tokyo, others hunkered
down in their homes despite the storm. “I’m 77 and I’ve
never seen anything like this,” Hidetsugu Nishimura said.
“We can hear an infernal din from the rain and the wind,
and a fragment of the roof has gone. For an hour, the
house was shaking from wind and rain.” Even in the

hours before the storm neared land, its outer bands
brought tornado-like gusts of wind to Chiba, east of
Tokyo, where one home was destroyed and several
damaged. Five people including a three-year-old boy
were sent to hospital, but none suffered serious injuries,
the local fire department said.

Rugby, F1 disrupted 
In Gotemba, west of Tokyo, the fire department said

it had rescued one man who fell into a swollen canal
but was still searching for a second man. The JMA has
forecast half a meter of rain for the Tokyo area in the
24 hours to midday on Sunday, with more for the cen-
tral Tokai region, but many rivers were already close to
breaching their banks by afternoon. In Kanagawa,
authorities implemented an emergency discharge as

the Shiroyama dam reached capacity, with warnings
issued for people living downstream. Across the
regions affected by the storm, more than 180,000
people lost power.

And everything from auto plants to the country’s
ubiquitous convenience stores, usually open 24 hours a
day, shut their doors. The storm has forced the delay of
Japanese Grand Prix qualifiers scheduled for yesterday
and the cancellation of two Rugby World Cup matches:
England-France and New Zealand-Italy. It could also
jeopardize a key match-up between Scotland and
Japan on Sunday. Officials are not expected to make a
final decision on that game until Sunday morning, after

they have assessed any damage to the venue and
transport links.

Scotland face elimination if the match is axed and
have warned they could take legal action if the game is
cancelled. World Rugby called the threat “disappoint-
ing”. And organizers warned yesterday night that a
Namibia-Canada fixture could be cancelled in
Kamaishi, which was hit by the 2011 earthquake and
tsunami disaster. Japan is hit by around 20 typhoons a
year, though the capital is not usually badly affected.
Hagibis is bearing down on the region just weeks after
Typhoon Faxai hit the area with similar strength, killing
two and causing major damage in Chiba. — AFP 
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ICHIHARA: This general view shows damaged homes caused by strong wind brought by Typhoon Hagibis in
Ichihara, Chiba prefecture yesterday. — AFP 

Ecuador
indigenous group
rejects talks 
QUITO: The indigenous group leading mass
protests in Ecuador on Friday rejected an
offer of direct talks from President Lenin
Moreno to end days of deadly protests
against fuel price hikes. “The dialogue that
he’s seeking lacks credibility,” the indigenous
umbrella group CONAIE said in a statement,
adding that it would negotiate with the gov-
ernment only when a decree to remove fuel
subsidies has been “repealed.” Moreno earli-
er Friday proposed the direct talks as the
protests stretched into a 10th day. “It is
essential to stop the violence,” he  said in a
brief address on television. “I call on the lead-
ers to talk directly with me.”

In their statement, the indigenous group
replied that “the dialogue that the national gov-
ernment says it promotes... is based on one of
the worst massacres in the history of Ecuador.”
Clashes between protesters and security forces
have left five dead and more than 2,000
wounded, according to the ombudsman’s office.
Indigenous groups from disadvantaged com-
munities in the Amazon and the Andes have
spearheaded demands that Moreno reinstate
fuel subsidies that were cut last week - part of
a deal his government struck to obtain a $4.2
billion loan from the IMF.

Police, protester clashes 
Riot police clashed with indigenous

demonstrators at various areas in Ecuador’s
capital again Friday. Demonstrators respond-

ed to volleys of tear gas with homemade mor-
tars and fireworks launched through tubes,
turning the area around the Congress build-
ing in Quito into a battleground. Also arriving
in the capital to protest were a thousand
Amazon Indians, armed with spears. Road
blocks were reported in 17 of Ecuador’s 24
provinces, according to authorities.

On Thursday, indigenous leaders had hard-
ened their stance in the face-off, rejecting UN
and Catholic Church-mediated talks, and call-
ing for a “radicalization” of the protests.  The
violence has brought much of the capital to a
standstill since Monday and forced Moreno
to relocate his government to Ecuador’s sec-
ond city, Guayaquil. The government declared
a state of emergency for 60 days and

deployed some 75,000 military and police, in
addition to imposing a curfew in the vicinity
of government buildings.

The end of the fuel subsidies has meant
that prices shot up by as much as 120 percent
from October 3. “If it weren’t for us people
from the countryside, city people, the rich,
couldn’t survive,” said 52-year-old indigenous
protester Maria Escobar as she called for the
president’s dismissal. Diego de la Vega, a stu-
dent who joined the indigenous crowd, said
that “we don’t just protest about gas, but
about Moreno’s entire agreement with the
IMF, as it affects all of us.” “All countries that
have signed agreements with the IMF, it didn’t
turn out well for them, like Argentina for
example,” the 24-year-old said. — AFP 

QUITO: Demonstrators take part in a protest over a fuel price hike ordered by the govern-
ment to secure an IMF loan, in Quito. — AFP 

India eases
mobile phone
shutdown in 
Kashmir 
SRINAGAR: The Indian government
said yesterday it would unblock most
mobile telephone lines in Kashmir in a
major easing of a two-month-old securi-
ty clampdown since cancelling the
region’s autonomy, but a grenade attack
in the main city highlighted tensions
over New Delhi’s actions. Police said
militants threw a grenade in a market
area near the old town in Srinagar injur-
ing seven people. 

Most stores, schools and businesses
across Kashmir have been closed since
the Hindu nationalist government brought
the region under tighter central control
on August 5. But the easing of the com-
munications blockade was the latest bid
by the authorities to show that its tough
policies were working.  Government
spokesman Rohit Kansal told a press
conference in Srinagar, just before the
grenade blast, that authorities had decid-
ed to end the phone blockade after a

security review in the Muslim-majority
Himalayan region. All phones linked to a
monthly subscription “will stand restored
and be functional from noon on Monday,”
he said, adding that the measure would
apply to all of Kashmir.

Tourists welcome
The New Delhi government imposed

a mobile phone and internet blackout as
part of a huge security clampdown to
back its annulment of Kashmir’s consti-
tutionally guaranteed autonomy. Tens of
thousands of extra troops were also sent
in an operation that critics said virtually
cut off Kashmir from the outside world.

Kansal said restrictions on public
movement had been lifted in “99 per-
cent” of Kashmir but gave no indication
on whether internet services would also
be restored. The government, however,
on Thursday lifted restrictions on
tourists travelling to the region and
released three politicians among hun-
dreds of people detained after August 5. 

Kansal said all those detained would
be released gradually after their cases
are reviewed. The leader of the opposi-
tion Congress party in the region, GA
Mir, was sceptical of the government’s
announcement. “We have been hearing
for days that they would restore mobile
phones. So unless they actually do this
on Monday, this is just another one of
their announcements,” he said.  —AFP 

Abiy: Meteoric
rise of the man
trying to remould
Ethiopia
ADDIS ABABA: The son of poor vil-
lagers who became a spy boss, and now
the man behind dizzying attempts to
reform Africa’s fastest-growing economy
and heal wounds with Ethiopia’s neigh-
bors, Abiy Ahmed has seen an unpre-
dictable and peril-strewn rise to fame.
Another chapter was added to his
remarkable tale on Friday when he was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

Since becoming Ethiopian prime min-
ister in April 2018, the 43-year-old has
aggressively pursued policies that have
the potential to upend his country’s soci-
ety and reshape dynamics beyond its
borders. Within just six months of his
swearing-in, Abiy made peace with bit-
ter foe Eritrea, released dissidents from
jail, apologised for state brutality, and
welcomed home exiled armed groups
branded “terrorists” by his predecessors.

More recently he has turned to flesh-
ing out his vision for the economy while
laying the groundwork for elections cur-
rently scheduled to take place next May.
But analysts fret that his policies are,
simultaneously, too much too fast for the
political old guard, and too little too late
for the country’s angry youth, whose
protests swept him to power. Despite the
challenges, Abiy’s allies predict his deep

well of personal ambition will prompt
him to keep swinging big.

Tareq Sabt, a businessman and friend
of Abiy’s, says one of the first things that
struck him when they met was the prime
minister’s drive: “I always said to friends,
when this guy comes to power, you’ll see
a lot of change in Ethiopia.” “I have said
often that winds of hope are blowing
ever stronger across Africa. Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed is one of the main
reasons why,” UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres said after Abiy’s Nobel
victory was announced.

‘Sleeping on the floor’ 
Born in the western town of

Beshasha to a Muslim father and
Christian mother, Abiy “grew up sleep-
ing on the floor” in a house that lacked
electricity and running water. “We used
to fetch water from the river,” he said in
a wide-ranging radio interview with
Sheger FM last month, adding that he
didn’t even see electricity or an asphalt
road until the seventh grade.  — AFP 

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed

Journalist’s
killing fuels 
ire of Haiti 
protesters
PORT-AU-PRINCE: The killing of a journal-
ist who had closely covered Haiti’s political
and economic crisis fueled the anger of pro-
testers on Friday, as they clashed with police
and pressed calls for the president of the
impoverished nation to resign. Nehemie
Joseph was found dead in his car with several
gunshot wounds to the head late on Thursday,
according to his media outlet Radio Mega. 

Violent crime is rife in Haiti, and the cir-
cumstances behind Joseph’s killing were not
immediately known. He had complained pub-
licly last month of threats from politicians
close to the government over his work, but
Haiti’s police had no immediate comment on
the killing. A government spokesman lamented
the death on Twitter but offered no further
comment.

The country’s online media association said
Joseph was the third journalist to have been
killed or “disappeared” since Moise became
president 2-1/2 years ago. “The surge in
attacks on the media is very worrying,” said
international rights group Reporters Without
Borders, calling on authorities to step up pro-

tection for journalists. Opposition-led protests
over fuel shortages, galloping inflation and
allegations of corruption by public officials
have rocked Haiti for the past four weeks.

At least 17 people have been killed and
189 injured during the anti-government
demonstrations, according to Haiti’s National
Network for the Defense of Human Rights,
and schools and businesses have had to close.
The toll appeared to have risen on Friday as

local media and the opposition reported the
death of a 16-year-old in clashes with police
in the town of Saint-Marc, just north of Port-
au-Prince. Details were not immediately
available. In the capital, police firing teargas,
rubber bullets and live shots in the air dis-
persed thousands of protesters who had
gathered in one of Port-au-Prince’s main
squares. Some protesters fought back by
throwing bottles and debris. — Reuters

PORT-AU-PRINCE: Protesters march on the street to demand the resignation of President
Jovenel Moise in Port-au-Prince. -—AFP 


