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Riyadh was ready to help Iran tanker • Tehran says ready for talks with Saudi

US deploys troops to Saudi 
Arabia over Iranian threat

Op-Ed

Turkey attaches utmost importance to the
developments in Syria, with which Turkey
has a 911-kilometer-long border. Our nation-

al security is closely linked to peace and stability in
Syria.  On the other hand, we spare no effort to end
the humanitarian tragedy in Syria in accordance
with the legitimate demands of Syrian people. We
are thankful for the generous humanitarian and oth-
er forms of aid given by Kuwait to the Syrian peo-
ple who took shelter in Turkey. They are instrumen-
tal to alleviate the sufferings of Syrian people.  

On October 9, Turkey launched “Operation
Peace Spring” east of the Euphrates River in north-
ern Syria to secure its borders by eliminating ter-
rorist elements.  I want to share with our friends in
Kuwait some insight about the background and the
framework of this operation.    

Turkey’s ongoing fight against terrorism
Turkey is firmly committed to fighting against

terrorism originating from Syria. We have a proven
track record in contributing to counter-terrorism
efforts in Syria. Turkey has suffered greatly from
DAESH attacks inside the country. More than 300
people have been killed in attacks claimed by
DAESH in Turkey, where the terrorist group has
targeted civilians in suicide bombings and armed
attacks in recent years. 

We are a committed member of the Global
Coalition against DAESH. Turkey is the only coun-
try to put up a chest-to-chest combat against
DAESH with boots on the ground. We have neutral-
ized more than 4,000 DAESH terrorists on our own.

Turkey has already conducted two major count-
er-terrorism operations (Euphrates Shield and Olive
Branch) in northwest Syria. The two operations
were in line with the country’s right to self-defense
borne out of international law, UN Security Council
resolutions, especially no. 1624 (2005), 2170 (2014)
and 2178 (2014), and under the right to self-defense
under Article 51 of the UN Charter, while being
respectful of Syria’s territorial integrity. 

Turkey has rid an area of 4,000 square kilome-
ters in Syria of terrorist groups in these two sepa-
rate cross-border operations. During Operation
Euphrates Shield, Turkish forces neutralized 3,060
DAESH terrorists. 
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By Ayse Hilal Sayan Koytak
Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait 

WASHINGTON: The Pentagon announced Friday it
was bolstering US forces in Saudi Arabia after Riyadh
asked for reinforcements following the September 14
drone-and-missile attack on Saudi oil plants which
Washington blames on Iran. Defense Secretary Mark
Esper said that two fighter squadrons and additional
missile defense batteries were being sent to Saudi
Arabia, for a total of about 3,000 new troops from
September this year.

The move comes as tensions jumped Friday after
Tehran said that suspected missiles had struck an
Iranian tanker in the Red Sea off the coast of Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia. Tehran did not blame archrival Riyadh for
the attack, and US defense officials said they were still
looking into it and had no immediate explanation.

Esper said he had spoken with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman Friday to discuss adding US
firepower to the oil giant’s defenses against Iranian
attacks. “It is clear that the Iranians are responsible for
the recent attacks on Saudi Arabian oil facilities,” he

said. “Despite Iran’s attempts to deny their involvement,
the evidence recovered so far proves that Tehran is
responsible for these attacks.” 

The Sept 14 attack knocked out two major processing
facilities of state oil giant Aramco in Khurais and Abqaiq,
roughly halving Saudi Arabia’s oil production. Washington
condemned the attacks as a “act of war” but neither the
Saudis nor the United States have undertaken overt retali-
ation. But the incident added to tensions already soaring
since early this year when Iran was accused of attaching
mines to several tankers moored off Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, and then attacking or seizing others
near the crucial Strait of Hormuz.

Esper said that since May the United States has
increased its 70,000-strong presence in the Middle
East by 14,000 personnel, most of those deployed to
the Gulf region in response to Iran’s actions. “The US
military has on alert additional army, navy, marine and
air force units to quickly provide increased capability in
the region if necessary,” he said Friday. He also urged

US allies in Europe to follow America’s lead with their
own defensive assets “for regional stability”. The
deployments authorized Friday include two additional
fighter squadrons, and supporting personnel, along with
additional Patriot and THAAD missile defense batteries. 

The explosion on the Iranian tanker in the Red Sea
Friday remained a mystery. The National Iranian Tanker
Company said the hull of the Sabiti was hit by two sep-
arate explosions off of Jeddah, saying they were “prob-
ably caused by missile strikes”. It initially blamed Saudi
Arabia but then recanted the allegation, and no one
claimed responsibility.

Oil prices surged about two percent on the news,
which raised fresh concerns about a possible clash
between the Iranians and Saudis. “This clearly puts fuel
on the Mideast fire,” SEB commodities analyst Bjarne
Schieldrop told AFP. “After the attack on Saudi a few
weeks ago... it’s not a matter of if we get new compara-
ble events - but when, and how much.”
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RAS AL-AIN, Syria: Turkish troops and Turkish-backed Syrian rebels gather outside this border town during
their assault on Kurdish-held border towns in northeastern Syria. — AFP 

RAS AL-AIN, Syria: Ankara stepped up its assault on
Kurdish-held border towns in northeastern Syria yes-
terday, defying mounting threats of international sanc-
tions, even from Washington. Buoyed by a night of
steady advances in the countryside, Turkish troops and
their Syrian allies entered the battleground town of Ras
al-Ain, sources on both sides said. The Turkish defense
ministry hailed its forces’ capture of the first Kurdish-
held town of the offensive so far.

But Ras al-Ain’s Kurdish defenders denied the town
had fallen and an AFP correspondent near the town
said Turkish troops and their Syrian allies had entered
but had yet to capture it. The Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces, who were the main ground partner
in the US-led campaign against the Islamic State group,
called on the United States to assume its “moral obliga-
tions” and protect them.
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VIENNA: Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge celebrates after busting the mythical two-hour bar-
rier for the marathon yesterday. — AFP 

ABU DHABI: Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan yes-
terday welcomes Hazza Al-Mansoori, the UAE’s first astronaut, on his return. — WAM 

VIENNA: Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge yes-
terday made history, smashing the mythi-
cal two-hour barrier for the marathon in
the “best moment” of his life on a spe-
cially prepared course in a vast Vienna
park. With a time of 1hr 59min 40.2sec,
the Olympic champion became the first
ever to run a marathon in under two
hours in the Prater park with the course
readied to make it as even as possible. 

“I’m the happiest man today. The mes-
sage that no human is limited is now in

everybody’s mind,” an elated Kipchoge
told reporters after the run, adding he
expected more athletes to match his feat
in the future. “From the first kilometers I
was really comfortable. I have been train-
ing for it for the last four and a half
months, and above all I have been putting
in my heart and in my mind that I’ll run an
under-two-hour marathon.”

The 34-year-old already holds the
world record for the distance with a time
of 2hr 01min 39sec, which he set in the
flat Berlin marathon on Sept 16, 2018. But
accompanied by a posse of 41 pacemak-
ers, who took turns to support him, and a
car in front of them setting the pace,
Kipchoge bested his mark, making good
on a failed attempt two years ago in
Monza, Italy. 
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RIYADH: The Saudi capital burst into life with the
cheers of young fans of Korean pop group BTS as they
performed in the kingdom seeking to transform its
ultra-conservative image. The seven members of the
wildly popular K-pop band were sweating it out as
they danced and sang Friday night in front of thousands
of Saudis and expatriates in Riyadh’s 70,000-capacity
King Fahd International Stadium. 

“I am very happy that they are here in Saudi Arabia
for the first time,” said a young girl, Amira, who wore a
veil loosely over her head. “I hope that there will more
of these kinds of concerts,” she told AFP. Another
young Saudi, who asked not to be named, said she was
happy that her country was “opening up to pop music”.
She added that she was a big fan of BTS songs and that
they had “personally touched” her. 

Many welcomed the group’s decision to perform in
Saudi Arabia, which has loosened decades-old restric-
tions on entertainment as part of a push to improve its
image and attract tourists in a broader plan to diversify
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ABU DHABI: An Emirati astronaut who
became the first Arab to reach the
International Space Station received a
hero’s welcome home yesterday. Hazza
Al-Mansoori of the United Arab
Emirates was greeted by Abu Dhabi’s
powerful Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Zayed Al-Nahyan at the capital’s airport.
Men, women and children lined a red
carpet to welcome back Mansoori and
his colleague Sultan Al-Neyadi - who
underwent the same training and served
as a backup astronaut.  

Children rushed towards the first
Emirati spaceman to present him with
flowers and hugs, as a group of men per-
formed the traditional Yola dance.
Although Mansoori’s mission was short -

eight days in total - it has been the
source of great pride in the UAE, a new-
comer to the world of space with ambi-
tions to send an unmanned probe to
orbit Mars by 2021. The 35-year-old for-
mer military pilot’s whirlwind mission has
had wall-to-wall coverage in Arab media.
He returned to Earth on Oct 3.

Mansoori arrived home yesterday fol-
lowing a stopover at the Roscosmos
training base in Star City outside
Moscow. “This truly has been an interna-
tional collaboration and I am humbled to
have been part of this,” Mansoori tweet-
ed shortly before his arrival.  Mansoori
flew to the ISS after the UAE signed a
contract with Roscosmos to allow him to
become a “spaceflight participant”, a
term used for people from outside the
main space agencies who take short
trips to the station. While on board,
Mansoori donned Emirati dress, treated
crew members to local snacks and par-
ticipated in scientific experiments
including a time-perception study that
saw him sport a blindfold. — AFP 
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