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Sports

Kipchoge compares sub two-hour
marathon to going to the moon
VIENNA: Kenya’s world record holder Eliud
Kipchoge has compared running a sub twohour marathon to going to the moon before
his unofficial attempt in Vienna tomorrow to
become the first athlete to break the barrier.
“I am running to make history, to show
that no human is limited. It’s not about
money, it’s about showing a generation of
people that there are no limits,” Kipchoge,
who will make his second attempt to break
the two-hour mark, told reporters.
The 34-year-old Olympic champion set
the world record of 2:01.39 at the Berlin
marathon last September, smashing the previous one by 78 seconds, but said Saturday’s
race is a completely different challenge.
“Running Berlin and running Vienna are
different. Running Berlin is for winning and
running a world record, Vienna is like going to
the moon,” he added. A 41-man pacing squad
will support Kipchoge, who missed out by 26
seconds in Monza, Italy, in May 2017.
Kipchoge said he had chosen Vienna as it
was a “sporting city”, the course was fast
and because of the Prater park. “It’s a natural environment,” he said. “I am feeling well.
I have run on the course and it is a good
course. It is flat and very fast and in the park
where we can enjoy the environment. I am
ready for tomorrow,” he said.

The sport’s governing body, the International Association of Athletics Federations
(IAAF), will not recognise the run as an official record because it is not in open competition and it uses in and out pacemakers.
In Monza, Kipchoge also received drinks
from a moving motorbike rather than having
to collect them from a table. But IAAF president Sebastian Coe told Reuters in an interview last month the milestone would still be
important.
“If there’s an exciting attempt for getting
under two hours for the marathon I’m not
sure that most people are going to be sitting
there going, ‘Well, it wasn’t sanctioned as a
world record because it wasn’t in open competition,’, said Coe.
“I just don’t think it matters. It’s just a big
milestone being met and our sport has space
for all sorts of things and I think it will appeal and add value.” Organisers of the event,
dubbed the INEOS 1.59 challenge, said the
exact start time would depend on the
weather forecast and would be announced
on Friday.
“The current conditions are looking to
be optimal for temperature, humidity, wind
and precipitation for this Saturday morning,” said Robby Ketchell, who leads the
weather analysis. He said the temperature

The marathon: Five
milestones of a
legendary race
PARIS: First run in Athens in 1896 in just under three hours,
the marathon has become the classic challenge for thousands
of runners around the world every year. As Kenyan Olympic
champion Eliud Kipchoge attempts the previously unthinkable
feat of breaking the two-hour barrier Saturday, AFP looks back
at other marathon milestones.
1896: INAUGURAL GAMES GETS GREEK HERO
The inspiration for the feat is the popular, albeit historically
inaccurate myth of Pheidippides, the Greek “hemerodromos”
(military runner), who is said to have run from the battlefield
of Marathon to Athens in 490 BC to announce victory over the
Persians, only to die of exhaustion afterwards.
In spite of the fact the story was invented by the satirist Lucian in the second century AD - around 700 years after the
Battle of Marathon - Baron de Coubertin, father of the modern
Olympics, championed the romance and bravery of the tale to
ignite interest in the 1896 Olympics.
Seventeen runners took part in the first Olympic marathon
at the inaugural Games in 1896, starting in Marathon and ending in the Olympic stadium in Athens, a distance of just under
40km - a little short of today’s standard 42.195-kilometres (26
miles 385 yards).
The first to cross the finish line was a shepherd and former
soldier, Spyridon Louis, who became a national hero when he
completed the race in two hours and 58 minutes despite stopping to quaff a glass of wine halfway through. Third-place finisher Spyridon Belokas was disqualified after it was discovered
that he had completed part of the course in a carriage.
A Greek woman, Stamata Revithi, was denied entry to the

VIENNA: Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge poses for photographers prior to his press conference in Vienna yesterday,
prior to his attempt to break the two-hour barrier on the October 12, 2019 marathon in Vienna. —AFP

was expected to be between five and nine
degrees Celsius between 0500 and 0800
local time on Saturday when the run is
likely to take place.
“After 0800 the temperature is looking

race although contemporary reports claim that she successfully
completed the course the day after.
1908: MOST FAMOUS LOSER
Twelve years later at the London Games, tiny Italian Dorando Pietri — he stood just 1.59 metres — entered London’s
White City stadium dehydrated, in agony and drunk with fatigue as he closed in on victory.
He was helped by spectators and half-carried over the line,
finishing first in a time of 2hrs 54min 46sec and then collapsing
unconscious.
Pietri was disqualified for being helped and the race
awarded to Johnny Hayes, who finished 32secs behind, after an
appeal from the American team. Moved by his exploit, Queen
Alexandra presented Pietri with a gilded silver cup and he became an international celebrity.
That race, which started in Windsor and ended at White
City, was the first time the marathon — previously around
40km-long — was run at 42.195km, with an extra 385 yards
(352 metres) added to set the finish line in front of the royal
box. This would become fixed as its official distance and Hayes’
time of 2hrs 55mins 18secs was the first official world record.
1960: BAREFOOT BIKILA STUNS WORLD
Ethiopia’s Abebe Bikila became an international sporting
icon at the 1960 Rome Olympics, running barefoot to victory
on his way to setting a new world record of 2hrs 15min 16sec
and making history as the first African to win the Olympic
marathon.
Bikila twice passed the Obelisk of Axum — erected opposite the Circus Maximus in 1937 after it was taken from
Ethiopia by the Fascist regime — and raced up an ancient Appian Way lit by Italian soldiers holding torches on his way to
finishing at the Arch of Constantine just by the Colosseum.
He was nearly 28 when he won the marathon, which was
staged in the late afternoon and evening due to the punishing
late summer heat. The former soldier, and member of the imperial bodyguard of ruler Haile Selassie, retained his title four

like it will rise slightly, and humidity will
drop slightly. For the Challenge we need a
24-hour window of no rain to keep all the
surfaces dry and that is currently looking to
be the case for tomorrow too.” — Reuters

years later in Tokyo — he was the first person to win two
Olympic marathons - and paved the way for an era of African
distance running dominance.
1967: WOMEN JOIN THE PACK
Ever since Stamata Revithi was prevented from running in
the 1896 Olympics, women were banned from taking part in
marathons, officially for reasons of health and feminity. But in
1967 a 20-year-old journalism student, Kathrine Switzer, defied the ban and ran in the Boston marathon, becoming the first
woman officially to complete the course.
She gained entry by registering as KV Switzer and was issued race number 261. On seeing her during the race, one organiser tried to remove her bib and expel her but was
prevented by her coach and her partner, a hammer thrower.
The scene was captured by a photographer and travelled
the world, turning Switzer into a feminist icon. Fired by anger
and a desire to show that women could run the distance,
Switzer completed the race in 4hrs 20mins.
The Boston marathon was officially opened to women in
1972 and in 1984 women ran the Olympic marathon for the first
time. Switzer won the New York marathon in 1974 and in 2017,
at the age of 70, she returned to Boston. Again wearing bib
number 261, she finished in 4hrs 44mins 31secs.
2018: RECORD SMASHED
On a flat course and with a finish line at the Brandenburg
Gate, the Berlin marathon has gained a reputation as the ideal
circuit for setting new world records. Eliud Kipchoge did just
that in September 2018 with a lightning quick time of 2hrs 1min
39secs, smashing Dennis Kimetto’s previous record by an astonishing 78 seconds. The Kenyan had taken inspiration from a
run he made in May 2017 when he clocked 2hrs 25secs on a
special track at the Monza National Autodrome in Italy. It was
the fastest run over the marathon distance but because of the
time trial tactics used it is not recognised by the International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF). Kipchoge will try
again to break the two-hour barrier in Vienna tomorrow. —AFP

