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Qatar faces rocky 
road to 2022 WCup 
after athletics test
DOHA: Despite triumphs on the track, Qatar has come
under fire for its hosting of the World Athletics
Championships with questions raised over Doha’s abili-
ty to deliver the football World Cup successfully in
three years’ time. Perhaps the most stinging off-track
criticism of the 10-day event which concluded yester-
day was sparked by the spectacle of a near-empty sta-
dium during the opening days, raising fears for atten-
dances in 2022.

“It’s a classic mega-event failing, believing that ‘if you
build it, fans will come’,” said Simon Chadwick, profes-
sor of sports enterprise at Britain’s Salford University.
Crowds at the 1976 Montreal Olympics and the 2004
Games in Athens also failed to meet organisers’ expec-
tations despite ambitious stadium construction, he not-
ed. International Association of Athletics Federations
chief Sebastian Coe has come under fire for the dismal
crowds that turned out in Doha to watch blue-riband
events including the men’s and women’s 100 metres.

“The crowd is an easier subject to talk about rather
than some of the more insightful stuff around the events,”
said Coe, who attacked what he viewed as negative
media coverage. Spectator numbers improved as the
week wore on after at least one large state-funded
organisation offered staff free tickets for the Khalifa
International Stadium. “It totally felt different, there was a
lot of energy,” said former 1,500m world champion Jenny
Simpson on Thursday after the American won her heat.

‘REASONS TO BE THERE’ 
Despite Western diplomats warning Qatar would be

“judged harshly” for missteps during the athletics,
Chadwick said Doha would be unfazed by criticism of
meagre crowds. The country instead sees the
Championships and World Cup as a means of bolster-
ing security, he said.

“Even if nobody turned up to watch the athletics, it
doesn’t matter. Qatar has mitigated the threats it faces
by making itself visible, relevant and important,” said
Chadwick. By hosting such events, Qatar “has a degree
of protection against some of the threats,” Chadwick
said, adding that the 2015 World Handball
Championship and the 2016 cycling Road World
Championships were also poorly attended.

FIFA would now seek clarity about Doha’s ticketing
strategy following the sight of a near-empty stadium on
some days at the athletics, he added. “People want to
know — is there going to be somewhere nice to stay,
can they buy a beer?” Chadwick said. “What kind of
event ecosystem are they constructing around that
ticketing strategy? You’ve got to give people reasons
to be there.” Qatar World Cup organisers declined to
comment on the ticketing challenges at the athletics but
sought to head off fears around the World Cup, includ-
ing alcohol prices in the conservative Gulf monarchy.

Officials also sought to reassure LGBT fans their
safety would be assured as they showed off rapidly
evolving World Cup infrastructure to visiting media
ahead of the athletics. Another recurring issue was the
heat in the road races, with some competitors berating
organisers for the sweltering temperatures and humidi-
ty during the marathons and race walks that were held
outside the air-conditioned stadium.

Canada’s Lyndsay Tessier, who placed ninth after 28
of her 68 rivals dropped out of the women’s marathon,
told AFP it was “really scary and intimidating and
daunting” seeing competitors collapse. 

But World Cup organisers insisted to visiting media
that 2022 will not be dogged by high temperatures as it
will be staged in the winter months and played in air-
conditioned stadiums. Championships spectators faced
grim traffic jams across Doha with many key roads and
junctions undergoing construction, although competi-
tors and VIPs received police escorts. —AFP

DOHA: Sifan Hassan made light of the doping ban
handed to her coach Alberto Salazar to complete an
historic 1,500/10,000 metres double at the World
Athletics Championships on Saturday as a host of
stars celebrated golden repeat performances. Hassan
destroyed the 1,500 metres championship record —
which had stood for 16 years — in what she admitted
had been a “tough week” due to Salazar’s four-year
ban being announced in midweek.

The 26-year-old Ethiopia-born Dutch athlete
ripped off her name plate and took off on a barefoot
victory lap, brandishing the Netherlands flag. “I did
not discuss a strategy as I had no one to discuss it
with,” said Hassan.

“It was a very tough week and had a lot of things
in my head but I have a good manager and he really
supported me. She added: “I show the world I am a
clean athlete.” Both Hellen Obiri  of Kenya and
Venezuela’s Yulimar Rojas retained their women’s
5,000m and triple jump titles respectively.

Rojas said the parlous state of her country had
been her motivation. Venezuela is suffering from a
punishing economic crisis and a political standoff
between President Nicolas Maduro’s socialist gov-
ernment and the National Assembly led by opposition
leader Juan Guaido. 

“I think what happens in my country is why I want
to make it proud and inspire the whole country and
the next generation,” said the 23-year-old. Joe
Kovacs of the United States added a second shot put
title — having won in 2015 — winning in a thriller
with his last throw of 22.91 metres in front of Ashley
his wife, who is also his coach.

All three medallists — Olympic champion Ryan
Crouser and 2017 champion Tomas Walsh taking sil-
ver and bronze respectively — bettered the 32-year-
old championship record of Werner Gunther.   

“These guys probably thought I could only throw
angry but it is the first time I threw with a smile on
my face,” said Kovacs, paying tribute to his wife and
the change in his mentality since getting married. 

‘PUNCH SOMETHING’ 
By contrast American Justin Gatlin and Jamaican

sprint legend Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce are old hands
at the championships and both celebrated 4x100m
relay gold. Astonishingly two-time 100m men’s world
champion Gatlin — also 200m world champion in
2005 — has had to wait until he was 37 to secure
one.

“Gold means so much to me, probably a lot more
than some I have won individually. It has eluded me
throughout my career from college onwards,” said
Gatlin.

“I take my hat off to my team-mates. They broke
that curse tonight of the USA dropping the baton and
I really appreciate them giving me the gift today.”
Fraser-Pryce added the relay title — her fourth in the
event — to the 100m individual gold and her ninth
overall in the history of the championships.

The 32-year-old was full of praise for her trio of
less experienced team-mates. “It is a pleasure to be
amongst the younger athletes and seeing them come
out and winning speaks volumes for the team,” said
Fraser-Pryce.

The men’s marathon saw Lelisa Desisa triumph and
end an 18 year hiatus for Ethiopia — Gezahegne
Abera had taken gold in Edmonton in 2001 — in a
race that featured none of the carnage the women
had experienced a week ago.    

Sunday’s climax to the championship will be miss-
ing several world and Olympic champions after they
failed to come through qualifying. Brianna McNeal
did not even make it over the first hurdle as the 2016

Olympic 100 metres hurdler was called for a false
start and left the track in tears.

Germany’s javelin Olympic champion Thomas
Rohler also departed tearfully having fallen short of
the top 12 who qualified for the final. American long

jump great Brittney Reese meanwhile was left kicking
herself after failing to qualify for Sunday’s final.

“I just need to go punch something, I’ll be okay,”
said the 33-year-old quadruple outdoor world
champion. —AFP

Gatlin joy as US lift 4 x 100 metres relay gold

‘I am clean’ Hassan leads round
of golden doubles at worlds

DOHA: Netherlands’ Sifan Hassan wins the Women’s 1500m final at the 2019 IAAF Athletics World
Championships at the Khalifa International stadium in Doha. —AFP

HH the Crown Prince 
shooting tournament 
begins on Thursday
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Arab and
Kuwait Shooting
Federations Secretary
General Obaid Al-Osaimi
lauded the continued sup-
port by HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
to the sport of shooting,
adding that Kuwait
Shooting Sport Club
begins its season with a
tournament of HH the
Crown Prince. The tourna-
ment will start on October
10 in the Olympic skeet and
trap, as well as 10m air pistol and rifle and 50m pistol
and rifle in addition to Olympic archery.

Osaimi, on behalf of the board members and shoot-
ing community thanked His Highness the Crown Prince
of his care and having the tournament in his name.

Meanwhile the organizing committee held several
meetings with the various subcommittees in order to
complete all preparations and having all that is neces-
sary to ensure a distinguished start for the tournament,
which is being officiated by International Kuwait
Referee who are fully experienced with international
recognition.

Ranges were being prepared and all systems tested
to ensure readiness. Al-Osaimi said those wishing to
participate in the tournament should register at the
club until tomorrow (October 8, 2019).

Al-Osaimi concluded by saying Ranges of Sabah Al-
Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex saw a large number
of shooters practicing for the tournament.

Obaid Al-Osaimi 

NBA scores on debut 
in cricket-mad India 
but questions remain
MUMBAI: Seconds after the NBA’s first games in India end-
ed, the packed Mumbai stadium erupted with cheers as
spectators — some of whom were still struggling to under-
stand basketball etiquette — rose to their feet. 

In a country where cricket reigns supreme, basketball has
long struggled to make a mark, and the NBA took no
chances, launching a promotional blitzkrieg before the pre-
season games between the Sacramento Kings and the
Indiana Pacers.

As Indiana Pacers power forward Myles Turner, who
helped his team to victories on Friday and Saturday, put it:
“When you think of basketball, you don’t necessarily think of
India.” But the 7,000 sold-out seats and howls of enthusiasm
at Saturday’s match suggested that, at least for some Indians,
basketball matters. “It was an exhilarating experience... a
brilliant experience,” said 22-year-old graduate student
Akash Saraswati, who saved up for his ticket costing more
than $90. Even a broken leg could not stop him travelling to
Mumbai from the neighbouring city of Pune. “I didn’t hesi-
tate,” he said. Many of those who packed the stands were
die-hard fans like Saraswati, travelling from as far afield as
Delhi and Bangalore. Others were there for a taste of some-
thing new, grappling with the rules as they watched the play-
ers dribble, dive and dunk.

“There’s so much grace and effortless co-ordination
among the players. It’s beautiful to watch,” said sales execu-
tive Rajesh Kamble, who admitted he was still trying to fig-

ure out the sport.
The game may have confused some, but the entertain-

ment was familiar territory — Bollywood dances replaced
cheerleader routines and a Mumbai hip-hop group took
over the floor before the tip-off. 

The courtside audience included celebrities such as
Bollywood superstar Priyanka Chopra-Jonas. The biggest
ovation of the night however was for NBA legend Larry Bird,
whose presence brought the crowd to its feet.

WHAT HAPPENS ONCE ‘CIRCUS’ LEAVES? 
But questions remain about how much the NBA — whose

2017-18 season revenue was a staggering $8 billion, accord-
ing to Forbes — is willing to invest in India and whether its
audience will be restricted to hardcore fans and wealthy
urbanites.

“The fact that the circus has come to town is a great
thing,” said Vishal Jhunjhunwala, partner at Mumbai-based
sports marketing firm, Square Consulting. 

“But what happens once the circus leaves town? “You
need a local connect, a superstar with Indian roots for bas-
ketball to take off. That doesn’t exist at the moment, unlike
say China where the presence of a star like Yao Ming gal-
vanised his whole country into following the sport,”
Jhunjhunwala told AFP. No Indian player has ever taken part
in an NBA game and although NBA Commissioner Adam
Silver told reporters that he hopes to see that change within
five years, few are holding their breath.

And, unlike cricket which is played everywhere from
India’s slums to members’ clubs, basketball enjoys a limited
appeal in the country of 1.3 billion people. The cheapest tick-
et for Saturday’s game cost 4,500 rupees ($65), going up to
an astronomical 85,000 rupees for courtside seats. In com-
parison, a season pass for next week’s second Test between
India and South Africa in Pune tops out at 5,000 rupees. 

Although the high price did not deter well-heeled sports

fans, analysts say the NBA risks losing out on a huge chunk
of India’s audience if it doesn’t build up mass appeal. “You
are asking people to spend a lot to watch a sport they don’t
know much about,” said Jhunjhunwala. To those in the
stands, however, the spectacle was well worth the big bucks.
“I am a cricket fan but... basketball also has huge potential
and hopefully this is the start of a new sporting journey”,
said 25-year-old Danish Contractor. In his comments, the
NBA’s Silver said the games “required us bringing in a court,
a scoreboard, seats, locker rooms” to Mumbai.

They will have to do much more if the sport is to have a
long-term future in the country, experts say as the NBA pre-
season Asia tour now heads off to Japan and China for fur-
ther matches over the coming week. “One game isn’t going
to turn India into a basketball-loving nation. But it’s a first
step,” said Jhunjhunwala. “If they lose money on it, well, they
have deep pockets”. —AFP

African diaspora 
cheer on Doha 
athletics 
championships
DOHA: Dozens of African running fans l ined
Doha’s seafront to glimpse their countrymen vie
for gold in the World Athletics Championships
men’s marathon, singing loudly and brandishing
national flags. 

At the halfway point, all six of the leaders were
from Africa, and Ethiopians were first and second
across the line while a Kenyan picked up bronze
following the midnight event. “We just came here
to celebrate our athletes, from Laban Korir on,
they’re our Kenyans! We want to make them feel
at home,” said Cornelius Bor ahead of the race
which finished in the early hours.

Bor’s friend Elliot Kirwa, a runner turned secu-
rity officer, said “we are supposed to sleep, we
are supposed to go to work — but we had to
come and cheer them”. “My duty is 4:00 a.m. but
I will first finish watching them, then I will go
there — and I’m so happy, so proud of them,”
added Bor who then chanted “one, two, three
Kenya!”.

“(On Sunday) we have 10,000m, Julius Yego in
the javel in . He wi l l  c lear  Khal i fa  s tadium!”
Nearby another  group of  men chanted and
danced in unison, draping the Kenyan colours
over an advertising hoarding.

Kenya’s Amos Kipruto, who won bronze, told
AFP his countrymen “gave me morale”. “This
medal I dedicate to all my fans in Doha,” he said.
“When I win, Kenyans win.” Many other migrant

workers turned out in force to support runners
from their native countries at the event which
saw Ethiopia’s Lelisa Desisa win gold in two
hours 10 minutes 40 seconds.

Kenyans make up roughly 30,000 of Qatar’s
2.6 million population and are often employed as
security guards while Ethiopians number around
25,000 according to official statistics. Kenyans
were among a  number  of  nat ions  whose
embassies in Doha handed out free tickets to
their citizens following dismal crowds in the
championships’ opening days.

“We feel at home,” said Bor, a security officer.
Even more African supporters would have been
able to attend if not for the tournament’s late
start times, often after 10:00 p.m. (1900 GMT)
for finals, according to some diaspora members.

“They put it at night and guys are working. At
night time I don’t think they made it. A few peo-
ple (did), but not too much,” said Wilson Mwenji,
a former runner from Nairobi resident in Doha
for four years, as he prepared to watch the
women’s marathon on September 27.   

But Mercy, another Kenyan living in Qatar,
said the championships had been “very well
organised” as she walked past the main track
venue, Doha’s Khalifa stadium. 

“I love the fact that it is in the city and securi-
ty is very amazing too. Kenya have been doing
great, we got a gold medal for the men’s 3,000m
steeplechase,” she told AFP. “It’s been great.”

Internat ional  Associat ion of  Ath let ics
Federations president Sebastian Coe has said he
wants to ensure athletics are “not just rooted in a
handful of  European capitals” — but the flag-
ship event has never been staged in Africa.

Athletics and road races in particular are
huge ly  popular  on  the  cont inent  and have
fewer barr iers  to  entry compared to other
sports. —AFP

MUMBAI:  Yogi Ferrell #3 of the Sacramento Kings shoots the ball
against the Indiana Pacers at NSCI Dome in Mumbai, India. —AFP


