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he wasn’t in his room. On the third day, the food in the
refrigerator got spoiled. My dog never stopped barking
because of the darkness,” he said. 

“When I called the haris, he said the Municipality cut
our electricity and water and probably it will resume the
supply by Thursday afternoon. But on Thursday evening,
he said all tenants of the building must leave as per the
instructions of the building owner,” the Filipino tenant
said. He said people regularly paid the rent and there
were no issues of non-payment among the tenants. 

“Yes, many occupants are bachelors, but it’s not our
problem. They accepted us when we wanted a flat. So
they should be humane enough to settle our problem. I
started looking for a new place only on Thursday after
spending the nights in my car to be able to sleep com-

fortably in the AC. But it’s not easy - you cannot sleep
properly inside a car,” he added.

An Indian family also slept in their car for four nights
with their four-year-old son. “I was crying for my son - I
can bear the suffering, but I am concerned about my son.
He is only four years old and he has to sleep in the car,”
he said. “They promised to return the supply of the elec-
tricity soon and nothing happened,” he said.  

Kuwait Times witnessed several people spending the
nights outdoors, some of them in parked trucks and cars,
while others slept on the ground. “I have no place to go;
I asked my friend in another building to allow me to
wash. I use the public toilet to clean myself,” said anoth-
er tenant.  

Family occupants of the building were told by the
haris to endure the heat until the electricity is back. But
he admitted it won’t happen until everything is settled at
the Municipality, prompting the tenants to look for other
places to live. The building’s tenants are mostly from
India, Nepal, China, Philippines and other Asian coun-
tries. Kuwait Times contacted the Municipality for com-
ment, but it did not respond. 

Power, water cut
to evict ‘bachelors’...
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improved relations with Gulf nations. A year ago,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu held sur-
prise talks with Oman’s Sultan Qaboos in Muscat. Katz
in July said he had met his Bahraini counterpart publicly

for the first time during a visit to Washington.
In late June, a group of Israeli journalists attended

the US-led economic conference on Israeli-Palestinian
peace in Bahrain. All did not go well, however, when a
group of invitees from Arab states visited Israel in July.
Palestinians hurled abuse and chairs at a member of the
delegation - a Saudi blogger - as he visited east
Jerusalem’s Old City. East Jerusalem was occupied by
Israel in the 1967 Six-Day War and later annexed in a
move never recognized by the international community.
Israel sees the entire city as its capital, while the
Palestinians see the eastern sector as the capital of their
future state. — AFP 

Israeli FM seeks 
‘non-aggression’...

ISTANBUL: Turkey summoned a top US diplomat to
its foreign ministry yesterday, a day after the U.S.
Embassy’s Twitter account liked a tweet regarding
Devlet Bahceli, the leader of the nationalist party who
has recently fallen ill. The tweet said Turkey should be
ready for a political realm without Bahceli, who has
had health issues in recent weeks, which led to specu-
lation regarding the seriousness of his condition.

The dispute comes at a t ime when relations
between the NATO allies are strained due to Turkey’s
threats of an incursion into northeastern Syria, after
Ankara accused Washington of stalling efforts to
establish a ‘safe zone’ there together. Bahceli is the
leader of Nationalist Movement Party (MHP), which is

an ally of President Tayyip Erdogan’s AK Party. The
two parties entered the parliamentary and presidential
elections in an alliance last year, which allowed them
to attain a majority in parliament together.

Turkey’s Foreign Ministry said yesterday it had
summoned the US charge d’affaires to the ministry
and requested an “open and clear” explanation
regarding the issue. The US Embassy posted two
apologies on Twitter, one late on Saturday and anoth-
er yesterday, after the charge d’affaires was sum-
moned. The tweet in question was sent by a user
named Ergun Babahan. “We apologize for the mistake
that occurred on our Twitter account yesterday. We
do not associate ourselves with Ergun Babahan nor do

we endorse or agree with the content of his tweet. We
reiterate our regret for this error,” it said in yester-
day’s tweet. The like was also removed from the
Embassy’s page.

Omer Celik, spokesman for the AK Party, said earli-
er yesterday that the US State Department and
Embassy needed to investigate the issue and an apol-
ogy would not suffice. “It shows that some people
employed in the Embassy are making a special effort
to damage the relations between the two countries,”
Celik said on Twitter. “The United States Embassy
needs to try to understand Turkey not through people
linked with terrorist organizations but through people
who can conduct proper analysis,” he said.

Turkey has placed on trial on terrorism charges
three local US consulate employees. One of them was
sentenced to jail in January but was released due to
time served. The trials of the other two, who are
accused of links to Gulen’s network, are continuing.
Semih Yalcin, deputy head of the MHP, said on Twitter
late on Saturday that Bahceli has recovered from his
illness and would return to work in the coming week.
The relations between the NATO allies have been
under pressure in recent years over a range of issues,
including Turkey’s purchase of Russian S-400 missile
defense systems, differences in policy in Syria and the
detention of local US consulate employees and citi-
zens in Turkey. — Reuters 

Turkey summons US diplomat after 
Embassy likes tweet about ill leader

AMMAN: Jordanian teachers ended a month-long
strike yesterday after reaching an agreement with the
government for a rise in wages. The strike, which began

on Sept 8 just a week into the school year, paralyzed
some 4,000 public schools in the kingdom where more
than 1.4 million students are enrolled. The teachers had
demanded a 50-percent hike in their salaries, “the low-
est among state employees”, according to the union.

Union leader Nasir Al-Nawasra said the “historic”
strike was halted after a deal was reached with the gov-
ernment on “raises and an apology”. The union, which
represents 100,000 teachers, obtained a revaluation of
its members’ salaries ranging from 35 to 75 percent, he
told an Amman press conference. The government had
previously refused to meet the union’s demands, pro-

posing in late September it grant the teachers a raise of
24 to 31 dinars ($34-$44) instead. Monthly salaries for
public school teachers in Jordan range between $500
and $1,000.

Prime Minister Omar Al-Razzaz claimed the increase
was all the government could afford “given the current
economic circumstances”. Minister of State for Legal
Affairs Mubarak Abu Yamin, who led the government
delegation in negotiations, told the press conference
the agreement was reached “thanks to the directives of
King Abdullah II” and the “government’s determination
that teachers should be able to hold their heads high”.

Cash-strapped Jordan is highly dependent on for-
eign aid and has struggled to curb its debt since secur-
ing a major loan from the International Monetary Fund
in 2016. Unemployment in the resource-poor kingdom
remains at 19 percent and the poverty rate hovers at
more than 15 percent, according to official figures.
Jordan has blamed its economic woes on instability
wracking the region and the burden of hosting hun-
dreds of thousands of Syrian refugees without ade-
quate international support. More than 650,000 Syrian
refugees are registered with the UN refugee agency in
Jordan. —  AFP 

Jordan teachers 
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got 1.5 Billion Dollars from China despite no expe-
rience and for no apparent reason.”  He added that as
president, “I have an OBLIGATION to look into pos-
sible, or probable, CORRUPTION!”

Other reports have said Hunter Biden was paid up
to $50,000 a month as a member of the board of a
Ukrainian gas company, Burisma. No evidence has
been found that either Biden did anything illegal. A
bit unusually for a Sunday, Trump was staying in the
White House rather than traveling or playing golf.
“On one of the most critical news weeks of the last
three years,” CNN said in a tweet quoting anchor
Jake Tapper, “the White House did not offer a guest,
the President’s personal lawyers and Congressional
GOP leaders either declined to be on the show or
did not respond.”

But one Republican senator, Ron Johnson, who
serves on the Foreign Relations Committee, appeared
on NBC’s “Meet the Press” and rejected the sugges-
tion that Trump had withheld military aid to pressure
Ukraine to investigate the Bidens. “When I asked the

president about that,” he said, “he completely
adamantly, vehemently, angrily denied it.”

The latest turns in the explosive impeachment
inquiry came a day after Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo accused Democratic-led congressional com-
mittees leading the probe of having “harassed and
abused” State Department employees by contacting
them directly for documents rather than going through
department lawyers. The House committees issued
subpoenas on Friday - including to the White House -
as evidence mounted that Trump attempted to with-
hold US military aid to pressure Zelensky into seeking
damaging information on Biden, who has led in most
polls of 2020 Democratic presidential aspirants.

The impeachment investigation saga began after
the original whistleblower - an intelligence official -
filed a formal complaint to the intelligence community
inspector general about Trump’s alleged pressuring of
Zelensky. A rough transcript of the phone call later
released by the White House, as well as a series of
text messages between US diplomats, appeared to
corroborate the original complaint. 

Zaid recently told the Washingtonian magazine
that he hoped the identity of the original whistleblow-
er - whom Trump has assailed as treasonous - would
never become public. His co-counsel, Bakaj, previ-
ously worked in the inspector general’s offices at both
the CIA and the Defense Department on whistleblow-
er-related issues.  — AFP 

Second Trump 
whistleblower..

BAGHDAD: The Iraqi government announced a series of
reforms early yesterday after an “extraordinary” session
overnight in response to sweeping anti-government ral-
lies that have left nearly 100 dead in less than a week. The
United Nations on Saturday urged an end to violence in
Iraq, after five days of protests calling for the government
to resign. Confronted by its biggest challenge since com-
ing to power just under a year ago, Prime Minister Adel
Abdel Mahdi’s cabinet issued a decree including 17
planned reforms, such as land distributions and increased
welfare stipends for needy families.

The decree ordered construction of 100,000 new
housing units. In September, local authorities launched
demolitions of houses in informal settlements, home to
three million Iraqis across the country. In response to
staggering youth unemployment, which has reached
around 25 percent according to the World Bank, the
government said it would create large market complex-
es and boost benefits for those without work. The pub-
lic sector remains the largest employer in Iraq, a coun-
try of 40 million people, but it has struggled to absorb
new university graduates in recent years.

In the southern city of Kut last month, a young Iraqi
man died after he set himself alight in despair after
authorities seized his mobile kiosk. The government has
officially designated those killed as “martyrs,” granting
their families a special set of benefits. The Iraqi Human
Rights Commission said Saturday that 99 people have

died and nearly 4,000 have been wounded since
protests kicked off.

The majority of protesters killed were struck by bul-
lets, according to medical sources, who said on Friday
that six police officers have also been killed. The
authorities have accused “saboteurs” and unidentified
snipers of targeting protesters. Yesterday morning, the
situation was calm in Baghdad, though with lighter traf-
fic than usual. The capital’s iconic Tahrir Square
remained blocked off by security forces.

‘This must stop’ 
Parliament speaker Mohammed Al-Halbusi pledged

a range of reforms in a meeting with lawmakers on
Saturday, but did not hold his planned legislative ses-
sion as the body failed to reach quorum. Born of calls
on social media, the protest movement denounced cor-
ruption, unemployment and the decay of public servic-
es in a country chronically short of electricity and
drinking water. Iraq is the 12th most corrupt country in
the world, according to Transparency International. 

The protests follow Iraq’s declaration of victory over
the Islamic State group at the end of 2017 — after
nearly four decades of conflict. Starting Tuesday, pro-
testers gathered in Baghdad and spread to the coun-
try’s Shiite-majority south, defying an Internet black-
out, tear gas and even live rounds. The mainly male,
young crowds say they are not backed by any political
or religious establishment and have attacked a broad
range of political party offices.

“We don’t want parties anymore. We don’t want
anyone to speak in our name,” one protester told
AFP on Friday. Authorities have asked protesters to
give them time to implement reform. “Five days of
reported deaths and injuries: this must stop. I call on
all parties to pause and reflect,” the head of the UN
mission to Iraq, Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert, wrote
on Twitter. — AFP 

Iraqi PM vows 
reforms to calm 
angry protests 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi demonstrators burn tyres during a demonstration against state corruption, failing public servic-
es and unemployment on Saturday. — AFP 

Finnish pilot Esapekka Lappi and copilot Janne Ferm of the Citroen Total WRT drive their Citroen C3 WRC as they
pass through the cancelled Great Orme stage of the Wales Rally GB, the 12th round of the FIA World Rally
Championship, in northwest Wales yesterday. — AFP 


