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Zain KSA launches region’s largest 5G network
First phase of 5G services provided through network of 2,000 towers across 20 Saudi cities
RIYADH: Zain Group announces
that its operation in Saudi Arabia
has launched 5G commercial
services, with the first phase of
the rollout being implemented
through a network of 2,000 tow-
ers that cover an area of more
than 20 cities in the Kingdom.
This launch follows the launch of
5G services in Kuwait and is the
largest 5G network deployment in
the region to date. It will be fol-
lowed by a gradual expansion of
the network to cover a total of 26
Saudi cities utilizing 2,600 towers
by the end of 2019.

5G is regarded as a major
global breakthrough in the field
of digital technology, and its
implementation in Saudi Arabia
is expected to contribute
towards realizing the digital
transformation goals specified in
the Saudi Vision 2030. Zain
KSA’s launch of 5G services will
speed up the roll-out of this
advanced technology and its
applications, offering high-speed
mobile internet connectivity to
users across the Kingdom. 

Commenting on this significant
milestone, Zain Vice Chairman &
Group CEO, & Zain KSA Vice
Chairman, Bader Al-Kharafi said,
“5G will bring substantial change
for the Kingdom’s telecom indus-
try, creating new business models
and unlocking opportunities for
many sectors such as financial,
ICT, agricultural, tourism, enter-
tainment, automotive, health, edu-
cation and public sectors, to name
a few. The technology is also
expected to contribute signifi-
cantly to the country’s economy,
creating thousands of new jobs.”

He continued, “Zain KSA will
continue to enhance its services
and launch innovative offerings
that guarantee satisfaction for its
8.3 million customers. We are
keen to offer 5G services to all
business and individual clients
through various service packages
at competitive rates.”

Al-Kharafi concluded, “We
remain committed to invest further
in infrastructure and develop our
services to be on par with global

digital technology advancements
and offer remarkable new services
to support the 5G network’s capa-
bilities and coverage.” 

The 5G service will provide
prepaid and post-paid customers
with high-speed internet connec-
tivity 10 times faster than the cur-
rent 4G network. It will also allow
customers to utilize advanced
digital solutions and technologies,
including virtual and augmented
reality, Automated System
Operations, 3D printing, and
robotics, in addition to enabling
them to enjoy their preferred
entertainment content and video
games with ease. 5G services will
provide a great research oppor-
tunity for students and profes-
sionals in the artificial intelligence
and virtual reality disciplines, as
well as opening up new fronts for
advancing various Big Data serv-
ices in the Kingdom including IoT
and smart services such as self-
driving vehicles and smart city
grids. Additionally, issuing elec-
tronic visas and other similar
Fourth Industrial Revolution tech-
nologies including IoT and digital
payments will be accessible
through the upgraded network.
Zain KSA is eager to support the
Kingdom’s mega government ini-
tiatives and projects that are the
result of an ambitious Saudi
vision to position the Kingdom as
a digital and innovation pioneer.
In this context, Zain KSA has
recently inaugurated its 5G net-
work at the Neom Bay Airport, an
area regarded as Saudi Arabia’s
futuristic gateway. The telecom
provider also showcased some
impressive technologies the 5G
network will enable during the
inauguration ceremony of the
Kingdom’s new “welcome the
world” tourist visa. 

Zain KSA benefits greatly from
the expertise of its parent compa-
ny Zain Group, one of the most
innovative telecom companies in
the region. The Group supports
Zain KSA to be a leader in the
sector and drive technology inno-
vation in the Kingdom forward. 

Zain Vice Chairman & Group CEO & Zain KSA Vice Chairman Bader Al-Kharafi
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LONDON: British companies are ramp-
ing up preparat ions ahead of  Brexit ,
spearheaded by the food and drink sec-
tors stockpiling extra ingredients and
bottles. “Get ready for Brexit” is the UK
government’s slogan ahead of the nation’s
scheduled departure from the European
Union on October 31. Billboards up and
down the country are carrying the mes-
sage as part of a state-funded advertising
campaign that  a lso features leaf lets ,
online information and a roadshow where
businesses can further seek advice.

“We are preparing for the potential
impact of the UK’s departure from the
European Union by building stocks of key
ingredients and equipment that could be
affected by disruption to the f low of
goods into the UK,” bakery chain Greggs
said this week, addressing customer con-
cerns that they could struggle to get hold
of its famed sausage rolls. The govern-
ment’s own forecasts show Britain poten-
tially running out of food and vital medi-
cine-and seeing riots on the streets in the
event of a ‘no-deal’ Brexit.

The problems stem from decades of
interdependence that saw goods and serv-
ices to flow freely and without customs
checks. Businesses fear that even brief
border inspections would plug up trade
routes and grind their operations to a halt.

“The big problem is that there is still,
unbel ievably, such uncertainty,”  said
Rosalind Sharpe from the Centre for Food
Policy Research at City, University of

London. “Companies really don’t know
what will happen and in that situation
they have to plan as best they can,” said
Sharpe, who has studied the impact of
Brexit on Britain’s food supply.

“Steps have been taken but it’s beyond
doubt that i f  we leave on October 31
without a deal there will be chaos at the
ports, there will be shortages,” she said.
Bank of England governor Mark Carney
last month acknowledged “improvements
in  preparedness”  but  st i l l  forecast  a
shortfall in British GDP of 5.5 percent in
the event of no-deal.

The government ’s  ‘Get  ready for
Brexit’ campaign includes advice on the
exporting and importing of goods and
services, as well as on the movement of
goods between Ireland and Northern
Ireland.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s
fresh Brexit deal proposals this week are
aimed at preserving a free-flowing border
between British-run Northern Ireland and
the Republic of Ireland in the European
Union. However, the European
Parliament’s Brexit steering group have
said that the proposals do not “represent
the basis for an agreement”.

At UK-based Daniel Lambert Wines,
bottles from around the globe are being
stockpiled at a greater rate. “Normally we
would have a four-month (inventory).
Now it is at about six months,” owner
Daniel Lambert said. — AFP

British firms in last Brexit stretch

In this file photo, lorries queue up at the port of Dover on the south coast of England. British companies are ramping up preparations ahead of Brexit,
spearheaded by the food and drink sectors stockpiling extra ingredients and bottles. — AFP


