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News in brief

Money laundering suspicions 
in US army contracts

KUWAIT: Relevant Interior Ministry security and
detectives of the US army launched an investigation
over suspicions of the involvement of five local
companies in money laundering in contracts to pro-
vide logistics services for the US army. Informed
sources said that the suspected companies had
recently won a $140 million tender to provide vehi-
cle services in US camps and drivers inside and
outside Kuwait, while their local licenses are related
to garments and sanitaryware sales and contracts.
The sources added that four of the five companies
are officially partners and executives in all of them
are linked in the founding contracts or KCCI regis-
ters, which is illegal as per Kuwaiti and US tender
laws and regulations. — Al-Qabas

Mothers granted medical custody

KUWAIT: In view of the social controversy con-
cerning restricting medical custody of minors and
incompetent or incapacitated individuals to fathers
only whenever surgical intervention is required, the
Ministry of Health proposed new amendments to the
new medicine practice bill giving mothers equal
rights in this regard, said health sources, noting that
the amendments came after full studies of real-life
examples in various public and private health facili-
ties. The sources added that the new amendments
also include reducing the age at which patients can
decide for themselves from 21 to 18, except for plas-
tic surgeries and organ transplants, where parents’
approval will be mandatory. “According to the new
amendments, minors aged 15 to 18 will be allowed to
receive primary healthcare pending parents’
approval before moving on to further medical pro-
cedures,” the sources explained, noting that in case
of minors younger than 15, consent of either parent
will suffice if the parents are married, and of the
guardian in case of divorce. — Al-Rai

Welsh delegation visits Kuwait

KUWAIT: A Welsh delegation’s visit to Kuwait
tomorrow is a chance to strengthen bilateral trade
ties through establishing new links between the
two countries, said a Welsh minister. Kuwaiti mar-
kets are among the most vibrant and lucrative
ones in the region, said Minister of International
Relat ions and the Welsh Language Eluned
Morgan, who pointed out that viable investment
opportunities await Welsh companies in the Gulf
state. “This trade mission will provide an ideal
platform for eight innovative Welsh businesses to
build on existing links and establish new partner-
ships,” she said in a statement yesterday. On what
the visit would entail, the minister said the Welsh
contingent will be “attending a number of meet-
ings and receptions,” as part of efforts to explore
opportunities for joint projects. “Trade missions
are an important part of our ongoing commitment
to sell Wales to the world and highlight that we
are very much open for business,” the minister
emphasized. — KUNA

Firm action needed to stop
plastic littering in Kuwait

Careless disposal of plastic bags could cause death of various species

KUWAIT: Many states across the globe, amid alarm-
ingly mounting hazards, have become preoccupied
with conserving the environment and creating means
to tackle various forms of pollution namely plastic
contamination. Such pollution tops hazards against
humans’ health and wellbeing; that is certainly much
more dangerous for the next generations; thus, there
must be a serious stance at the national level and
coordination among parties concerned for safe dis-
posing of various plastic items and used products.

Regretfully, plans and programs that have been
already drawn up, and some in implementation, to
limit the plastic harm, have not resolved the problem
and it continues to grow, amid the snowballing tech-
nological development and lack of awareness among
large segments of the population. Some of the reme-
dies include imposing tougher penalties against irra-
tional disposal of these enduring materials. Careless
persons randomly dump plastic bags in various

regions on land and at the sea, causing death of vari-
ous species of creatures.

Moreover, using disposal plastic kitchen utensils,
namely dishes, has become widely spread, and in
addition to the plastic bags, the environment suffers
the harmful burden. The items that end up at the sea
fatally harm the fish and other creatures namely tur-
tles that have insatiable appetite for plastic bags.
People around the globe, directly or indirectly, are
seriously affected with the waste, considering the
pollution to underground water, rivers and lakes.

At the local level, leading stakeholders have been
sounding the alarm bell, repeatedly, amid various
signs how the dumped plastic has been causing death
of various species of marine creatures. Dr Sultan Al-
Salem, the director of environmental and climatic pol-
lution at Kuwait Institute of Scientific Research
(KISR), says the institute is campaigning to raise
public awareness of the prevailing danger. KISR is

addressing the problem by regularly organizing semi-
nars, publicizing pictures about plastic hazards and
methods to dispose of the material, namely hard plas-
tic, safely. The lectures shed light on KISR’s most
important studies to minimize plastic contamination
and activities by the department of hard plastic, in
addition to analyzing means of disintegrating plastic
in the Kuwaiti environmental conditions.

KISR is currently focusing its efforts on plastic
recycling and applying chemical-thermal disintegra-
tion technology. He called on all concerned authori-
ties in the State of Kuwait to seek to enhance public
awareness of the dangers resulting from the plastic
waste on the wildlife and people’s wellbeing. Salem
called for following suits of other countries that have
enacted punitive legislations to clamp down on
wrongdoers; those who litter plastic cups, bags and
other objects, with no regard whatsoever to short and
long-term harm. — KUNA

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Defense Ministry plans to enlist a new
batch of bedoon (stateless) recruits in January, said
informed sources. They noted that applicants in this
batch have already been interviewed and medically
examined and should have been recruited in August,
but the process was deferred until the law on legalizing
illegal residents - due to be discussed by the parliament
next month - is passed. The sources added that the new
batch will include 3,000 recruits to be enlisted in
January and July according to the capacity of the train-

ing camps.  
Further, the sources pointed out that the total num-

ber might change after double checking applicants’
documents, as some are expected to be proven to hold
other nationalities and thus be deemed expats and
excluded, as expats are only accepted in very limited
positions on the condition they have enough experi-
ence in certain specialties. 

Expats’ replacement
A number of co-operative societies have already set

special plans to hire nationals to replace expats, namely
in leading and administrative positions, said informed
sources, pointing out that Kuwaitis will also be hired as
cashiers and salesmen, as many of them had mentioned
this in applications they filed with the Public Authority
for Manpower. Some co-ops already have 25 vacancies,
the sources said, adding that expats in various depart-
ments will be demoted pending gradual layoffs.
Moreover, the sources said a further 1,825 job vacan-
cies for Kuwaitis will be announced this month. 

Excellent performance bonuses 
The Ministry of Education announced it will accept

grievances and complaints by Kuwaiti and expat
employees who were excluded from excellent perform-
ance bonuses, said informed sources, noting that the
ministry will receive online complaints at the ministry’s
website for two months. Al-Qabas daily had reported
yesterday that 15,000 employees did not receive their
bonuses because their schools failed to update their
evaluation information in the ministry’s integrated eval-
uation system.

Loan installments
The parliamentary financial affairs committee yes-

terday agreed to cut the deduction of loan installments
to 10 percent. In this regard, MP Farraj Al-Arbeed said
that both the parliament and the Public Institution For
Social Security agreed to cut deduction from 25 per-
cent to only 10 percent. MP Safa Al-Hashem said that
she abstained from voting because she completely
rejects the proposal. 

Defense Ministry
to enlist bedoon
recruits in Jan

By Meshaal al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Fishermen Union
Thaher Al-Suwayyan yesterday hailed the efforts
exerted by officials at Kuwait National Petroleum
Company’s (KNPC) marketing and customer care
divisions, the state property department and Kuwait
Ports Authority, leading to the reopening of the fuel
station at Shamlan harbor. Suwayyan added that
resuming operations at the station helps many fishing
boats refuel and sail out easily to provide more fish
and shrimps than those caught in the past few days. 

In other news, the Municipal Council’s technical
committee yesterday approved two proposals by the
council’s deputy chairman Abdullah Al-Mehri on issu-
ing licenses for industrial land plots and increasing
the ratio of construction in basements in Abu Fatira
from 80 to 100 percent. Meanwhile, Kuwait
Municipality’s public relations department announced
installing 157 awareness billboards in various gover-
norates to boost public awareness with regard to the
‘Keep it Clean’ campaign. Noting that this particular
campaign is fully supported by Minister of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs and Minister of State for Municipal
Affairs Fahd Al-Shola, the Municipality stressed that
the campaign will last for six weeks targeting cleanli-
ness at various beaches, markets and public facilities. 

Fishing boats’
fuel station back

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Environment Public Authority
(EPA) is eager to adhere to an international treaty that
aims to eliminate and restrict the production and use of
persistent organic pollutants, its chief said yesterday.
EPA Director General Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah’s remarks came amid a workshop in which an
action plan to adhere to the Stockholm Convention on

Persistent Organic Pollutants will be formed. Kuwait’s
environment agency prioritizes such landmark deals,
especially ones which the Gulf state has joined, accord-
ing to EPA’s Deputy Director General for Environment
Inspection Affairs Samira Kandari. As one of the signa-
tories of the Stockholm Convention, which seeks to
eliminate all substances deemed detrimental to human
health and the environment alike, Kuwait has taken
measures to make sure the deal ultimately comes to
fruition, she added. Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) is also a proponent of the Stockholm
Convention, said Dr Mohammad Al-Rashed, the direc-
tor of a water research center affiliated with KISR. The
aforementioned plan is a collective effort that requires
state-run bodies to work closely together to ensure
progress on commitment, he added. — KUNA

Kuwait committed
to pact banning
toxic chemicals

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Bader Al-Mulla warned yesterday that he
will file to grill Minister of Public Works Jenan Boushehri
for failing to complete the repairs of roads ahead of the
rainy season that is about to begin.  The lawmaker said
that the minister is so close to the grilling podium espe-
cially if the country’s roads were not ready for rains like
last year. 

Last year, unprecedented heavy rains lashed Kuwait
causing heavy damage to roads and infrastructure. The
assembly formed a special panel to probe government fail-
ure and demanded compensation for citizens. 

The lawmaker who grilled the finance minister last term,
said he is also monitoring the developments of a refinery
project in Vietnam which has sustained heavy losses and in
which Kuwait is a major investor. Mulla also held the prime
minister responsible, saying he may also grill him over the
same issue, adding he will not wait for too long to get the
answers for questions he sent over the issue.

The lawmaker said he is also following the multi-billion-
dollar Clean Fuel project, adding it needs to be closely
monitored by the prime minister to find out reasons for the
delay of operations. He said he sent questions about rea-
sons for the delay, the cost of extending the advisor’s con-

tract, variation orders and import of fuel, in addition to
demands by contractors. Mulla warned that if the council
of ministers does not form panels to investigate such
issues, he will file to grill the oil minister, adding that he
may grill the premier himself. 

Meanwhile, Minister of State for Economic Affairs
Maryam Al-Aqeel said that some KD 28 billion have been
spent on the development plan in the country between
2010 and 2019 and not KD 37 billion in just five years as
has been circulated. In reply to a parliamentary question,
the minister said that the KD 37 billion were the sums
needed for the first five-year development plan ending
2014 but these amounts were not spent. She said that KD
7.2 billion were spent in the first development plan while in
the second plan spending was KD 12.7 billion. 

MP warns minister
of grilling over
delayed road
maintenance

The National Assembly.
Kuwaitis urged to
avoid London demos
LONDON: Kuwait’s Embassy in the UK urged citizens in
London yesterday to bypass protesting areas and rallies
that the Pella Organization is set to organize today to
combat climate change. In a brief statement, it stressed the
importance of citizens’ compliance with the police’s
instructions, to evade these gatherings in London’s center,
which are scheduled from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm. A group of
environmental organizations, under the Extinction
Rebellion movement, called on the British government to
declare an environmental emergency and cut emissions of
greenhouse gases to net zero by 2025. The group organ-
ized large protests last April, with week-long protests of
thousands, causing traffic on major streets. —KUNA


