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K U W A I T :
Central Bank of
K u w a i t ’ s
G o v e r n o r
Mohammad Al-
Hashel said that
GCC central
banks are seek-
ing to create
tools for boost-
ing their pre-
dictability of
banking liquidi-
ty. Hashel, also
the President of
the Gulf
Monetary Council (GMC), was speaking during
the inaugural session of a workshop on liquidity
projection and analysis, co-organized by the CBK
and the GCC council. GCC countries’ economies
share factors that affect liquidity levels, direct and
fundamental impact of oil income and pegging of
the national currencies to the basket of hard cur-
rencies, Hashel said. These economies are also
characterized with free internal and external mon-
ey movement, he adds, however he cautions that
global developments such as greater trade barriers
and political jitters have been affecting the region-
al countries’ economies. Advanced states’ mone-
tary policies may lead to adverse outcome, such as
higher debts, sharp fluctuation of exchange rates,
thus states may be ultimately in difficulty to honor
their obligations Meanwhile, the council’s execu-
tive director Dr Atef Al-Rashidi said in a statement
at the event that the workshop addresses projec-
tion and management of liquidity in the GCC
countries, where the central banks seek to enhance
their abilities with respect of forecasting banking
liquidity. He has pointed out that such greater abil-
ities enable the central banks to intervene in con-
ditions where the liquidity depletes.

Separately, the committee of GCC Finance
Undersecretaries recommended at the 56th meet-
ing in Muscat, Oman to draw the outlines of the
new 2025 economic unity plan. The meeting dis-
cussed the Gulf market as a whole, and revised the
possibilities of applying the board’s recommenda-
tions in reality to achieve economic integration.
The meeting also tackled the unified regulations
for medicine and medical equipment that has zero
percent tax commission. GCC Ministers of Finance
are scheduled to hold a meeting today in Muscat
to approve all decisions of the undersecretaries.
The Kuwaiti delegation participating in the meet-
ing was headed by Undersecretary of Finance
Saleh Al-Saraawi. — KUNA
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Deputy Amir receives state
officials at Seif Palace 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Oil
Minister and Minister of Electricity and Water Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel, and the new assistant undersecretaries.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Oil Minister and
Minister of Electricity and Water Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel, and the new assistant undersecretaries.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received at Seif Palace yesterday National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. His Highness then
received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness Sheikh

Nawaf later received the Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah and
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. Furthermore, His

Highness received Oil Minister and Minister of
Electricity and Water Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel. The
Minister introduced to His Highness the newly-
appointed Assistant Undersecretary for Technical
Affairs at the Ministry of Oil Khaled Al-Deyain, as well
as the Ministry of Electricity and Water’s new

Assistant Undersecretary for Electric Distribution
Networks Mutlaq Al-Mutairi , and Assistant
Undersecretary for Planning, Training and Information
Systems Ahmad Al-Rashidi. Fadhel also introduced the
new undersecretaries to His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak.

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) along with the
Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) cel-
ebrated the 70th anniversary of the
Fourth Geneva Conventions of 1949 under
the theme ‘Hopes and Challenges’. In a
speech, Omar Odeh, head of ICRC’s
regional delegation, highlighted the active
role of Kuwait in humanitarian work in
various areas around the world, saying he
was happy to be part of the special cele-
brations. 

“This celebration comes in light of the
fifth anniversary of the UN honoring of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as a ‘Humanitarian
Leader’ and Kuwait as a ‘Humanitarian
Center’. The International Humanitarian
Law (IHL) was conceived through the
Geneva Conventions of 1949 after the long
and bitter suffering of two world wars,”
Odeh said, adding that the rules are meant
to protect the safety, dignity and well-
being of people affected by armed conflict,
such as children, women, the elderly,
injured and sick people, those with disabil-
ities, and people who are detained. 

“The conventions set down the funda-
mental obligation that people, even in times
of armed conflict, must be treated with
humanity. Enemies must see each other as
human beings. Created to govern human
behavior in the worst circumstances, the
Geneva Conventions underscore our com-

mon humanity and the dignity of every
human being, regardless of race, religion or
any other circumstance,” he said. He point-
ed out that the core conviction is that
humanity must be found even in armed
conflict and that the individual must be
respected in all circumstances.

Odeh also spoke about enforcing
respect of the International Humanitarian
Law, which is one of the main interests of
the ICRC, as part of its work that aims at
the protection of the life and dignity of vic-
tims of war. “When the First Geneva
Convention was drafted, warfare mainly
involved clashes between clearly uni-
formed and defined armed forces. Modern
warfare still occasionally features such
interstate confrontations, but as you all
know, the trend in today’s armed conflicts
is towards greater complexity,” he said.   

Odeh said the protective power of the
Geneva Conventions remains as crucial as
ever merely to guarantee this protection -
all countries should start to put in place
some measures in time of peace. “There’s
no doubt that disseminating knowledge of
the provisions of IHL among a large seg-
ment of the population and encouraging
the adoption of national measures to
implement it are necessary foundations for
ensuring respect and strengthening this
much-needed law,” he said.  

“I’d like to praise the role of KRCS
being a pioneer in this, and that together
the ICRC can have a greater reach to the
public. National IHL committees with the

active membership of KRCS can play an
efficient role in this regard - offering
advice to national authorities on how to
enforce this law in their countries. I would
like to congratulate these committees in
GCC countries in general, and the national
committee for IHL in Kuwait in specific, on
the tremendous efforts they exert in the
activities done in coordination with the
ICRC,” said Odeh. 

According to Odeh, the regional dele-
gation of the ICRC in Kuwait was estab-
lished 26 years ago. “The main drive
behind its establishment was the file of
missing persons, and thanks to joint efforts
of all relevant parties, the ICRC has
achieved significant progress in which
Kuwait has proven to be a capable and
willing partner,” he added. 

In his welcome address, Ambassador
Abdul Aziz Abdulaziz Al-Sharekh, Director
General of Saud Al-Nasser Diplomatic
Institute, welcomed guests and thanked the
people behind the program and for making
Kuwait a special rapporteur of the ICRC.
“We appreciate the ICRC, especially as the
people of Kuwait recall ICRC with appre-
ciation as it stands by families and coun-
tries in need,” he said.

Among the attendees were Ambassador
Nasser Al-Hein, Deputy Foreign Minister for
International Organizations, Dr Owaid Sari
Al-Thuwaimer, Director of Kuwait Institute
for Judiciary and Legal Studies, Adel Al-Essa,
Secretary General of the Permanent National
Committee for International Humanitarian
Law, and Dr Hilal Al-Sayer, Chairman of
Kuwait Red Crescent Society. 

Hopes and challenges as ICRC
celebrates 70th anniversary 

KUWAIT: Omar Odeh, head of ICRC’s regional delegation, speaks during the event. 
— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s diplomacy has always
been balanced in its relations with other
countries around the world, France’s
Ambassador to Kuwait Marie Masdupuy
said yesterday. Masdupuy made the
remarks in a press conference in the
embassy, noting that Kuwait’s role through
its membership in the UN Security Council
was “very critical” as its schedule was
extremely busy in dealing with many
issues. Masdupuy added Kuwait attached
great importance to resolving many
regional and international issues, stressing
that her country shares Kuwait’s goals in
achieving stability and peace in the region
and the world. The ambassador also shed
light on the continuous development of
relations between Kuwait and France in
various fields, including the military, namely
joint training and maintenance, in accor-
dance with the agreements concluded
between the two countries. Regarding the

exemption of
Kuwaitis from
the Schengen
visa, she said
that there is an
ongoing effort,
and that her
country is
working with
p a r t n e r s
regarding the
exemption of
Kuwaitis, indi-
cating that this
will soon be
on the agenda in the meetings of coun-
tries involved in Brussels. She pointed out
that the French embassy in Kuwait issued
from 50,000 to 55,000 visas annually;
pointing out that flights between the two
countries increased from four flights a
week to daily flights. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: A “scientific forum on arts
and media” kicked off in Kuwait yester-
day to examine prospects for youth cre-
ativity in these sectors. In his keynote
speech at the opening session, Kuwaiti
Minister of Information and Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-
Jabri indicated that that seminars and
workshops, held within the forum’s
framework, would shed light on success-
ful experience of the youth in the sectors
of information and arts. He lauded His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah’s
sponsorship of the activity, which
depicts concern of the political leader-
ship for boosting youngsters’ potentials.
Meanwhile, Director General of the
Public Authority for Youth Abdulrahman
Al-Mutairi said the forum constitutes a

platform where representatives of this
segment of the society exchange views
on the national movie industry, the dra-
ma and the digital media. In the mean-
time, Walid Al-Farhan, the director of the
youth department at GCC Secretariat
General, indicated at significance of the
gathering to cement bonds among junior
citizens from the GCC countries, Jordan
and Morocco. Saeed Al-Nabhani, the
head of the Omani delegation, said that
he was proud of participating in the
event in Kuwait, which has always occu-
pied a pioneering status at the media
and artistic levels. The forum, grouping
young activists from the GCC states,
Jordan and Morocco, tackles for four
days a host of issues such as media
ethics and influence of the digital media
on the youngsters. — KUNA

Kuwait hosts forum for youth
from GCC, Jordan, Morocco


