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Dozens of Farwaniya tenants forced to sleep outdoors after shock move   

Power, water cut to evict 
‘bachelors’ from building

KUWAIT: Tenants sleep in trucks and cars and on the ground after electricity and water were cut from their build-
ing in Farwaniya last week. 

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Dozens of expatriate workers in Kuwait were
forced to sleep outdoors for five nights after the electric-
ity and water in the building where they lived was cut in
a bid to force single men from their flats. This comes
amid an ongoing campaign by the Municipality to evict
“bachelors” living in Kuwaiti family areas. Block 2 in
Farwaniya is included in the “bachelor ban”, although
none of the single men - who are legal residents of
Kuwait - were given prior notice that they needed to
vacate their apartments. 

“They should have informed us earlier. It’s been five
nights of nightmares. Why didn’t they inform us ahead of
time rather than just cut the electricity and water? We
are paying rent regularly and this is what we get?” asked
a Filipino worker, who was among the tenants of the tra-
ditional villa turned into flats in block 2 of Farwaniya. 

The Filipino tenant said that they were kept in the
dark as to why this happened to them or whether the
electricity and power supply will be back in the next few
hours or days. “It was hell, because it’s too hot. It was as
if we were in a graveyard because of the total darkness,”
he told Kuwait Times. Electric supply was cut in the
morning of Oct 1, and the next day, the water supply was
cut too. “When I asked the haris, he said it was just a
power outage, and maybe by afternoon electricity would
be restored. The next day I went to the haris again, but 
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RIYADH/KUWAIT: Zain Group announced that its
operation in Saudi Arabia has launched 5G commer-
cial services, with the first phase of the rollout being
implemented through a network of 2,000 towers that
cover an area of more than 20 cities in the kingdom.
This launch follows the launch of 5G services in
Kuwait and is the largest 5G network deployment in
the region to date. It will be followed by a gradual
expansion of the network to cover a total of 26 Saudi
cities utilizing 2,600 towers by the end of 2019.

5G is regarded as a major global breakthrough in
the field of digital technology, and its implementation
in Saudi Arabia is expected to contribute towards
realizing the digital transformation goals specified in
the Saudi Vision 2030. Zain KSA’s launch of 5G serv-
ices will speed up the roll-out of this advanced tech-
nology and its applications, offering high-speed
mobile Internet connectivity to users across the
Kingdom. 

Commenting on this significant milestone, Zain
Vice Chairman & Group CEO and Zain KSA Vice
Chairman, Bader Al-Kharafi said: “5G will bring sub-
stantial change for the Kingdom’s telecom industry,
creating new business models and unlocking oppor-
tunities for many sectors such as financial, ICT, agri-
cultural, tourism, entertainment, automotive, health,
education and public sectors, to name a few. The

technology is also expected to contribute signifi-
cantly to the country’s economy, creating thousands
of new jobs.” (See Page 11)

Zain KSA launches largest 5G network

Zain Vice Chairman & Group CEO and Zain KSA Vice
Chairman Bader Al-Kharafi

JERUSALEM: Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz said
yesterday he was seeking “non-aggression” agree-
ments with Gulf Arab nations that do not formally rec-
ognize the country as a prelude to possible future
peace deals. Details of the proposal were not made
public, but it was the latest sign of Israel’s push to
improve ties with Gulf Arab nations with whom it has
no formal diplomatic relations. Israel’s occupation of
Palestinian territory has long served as a major factor
preventing peace deals with Arab countries, but com-

mon concerns over Iran are widely seen as having
brought them closer in recent years.

“Recently, I have been promoting, under the backing
of the United States, a political initiative to sign ‘non-
aggression agreements’ with the Arab Gulf states,”
Katz wrote on Twitter. “The historic move will put an
end to the conflict and allow civilian cooperation until
peace agreements are signed.” Katz said he discussed
the initiative with unnamed Arab foreign ministers and
US President Donald Trump’s outgoing envoy Jason
Greenblatt while attending the UN General Assembly in
late September.

A spokesman for Katz declined to provide further
details for now, and it was not clear how much progress
he has made in the endeavor. Only two Arab countries -
Jordan and Egypt - have peace treaties with Israel, but
there have been overt signs in recent months of
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Crackdown on traffic violators 

KUWAIT: The interior ministry is implementing a
stricter policy against traffic violators that may reach
imprisonment for citizens and deportation for expats if
they exceed the maximum penalty points annually for
traffic violations. Security sources said in a bid to limit
traffic violations resulting in serious fatalities, the min-
istry’s assistant undersecretary for traffic affairs Maj Gen
Jamal Al-Sayegh instructed the traffic sector to activate
the demerit point system for traffic violations. Sayegh
also ordered the immediate deportation of expats in case
of driving under the influence of alcohol, driving without
a license, exceeding the maximum points limit, running
red traffic lights and speeding.  — Al-Qabas

Mawashi secures sheep from S Africa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Livestock Transport and Trading
Co (Al-Mawashi) has completed its first live sheep
shipment from South Africa, which is expected to
arrive in Kuwait within 14 days, the company said
yesterday. The shipment is the culmination of two
years of efforts by the company as it seeks to look
beyond Australia for potential new livestock suppliers,
Al-Mawashi CEO Osama Boodai said. He regretted a
“clash” with animal welfare groups which sought to
stop the shipment on grounds that it failed to meet
animal welfare standards . — KUNA 

Kuwait facilitates return of expats 

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower
announced yesterday that 71 female expatriates
have been hosted by expatriate workers shelter in
preparation for sending them back home. The
authority’s official spokesperson Asseel Al-Mazyad
said the workers had been placed at the shelter for
settling their status and ensuring their return to
their countries. — KUNA

WASHINGTON: A second whistleblower has come
forward, this one with first-hand information of the
events that triggered an impeachment investigation of
US President Donald Trump for alleged abuse of power,
the informant’s lawyer said yesterday. “I can confirm
this report of a second #whistleblower being repre-
sented by our legal team,” Mark Zaid said on Twitter.
“They also made a protected disclosure under the law
and cannot be retaliated against. This WBer has first-
hand knowledge.”

Earlier yesterday, Zaid’s co-counsel, Andrew Bakaj,
said his firm and team “represent multiple whistleblow-

ers” in the case accusing Trump of using the powers of
his office to pressure Ukrainian president Volodymyr
Zelensky in a phone call to investigate political rival Joe
Biden and his son Hunter. 

It was unclear whether Bakaj was using “multiple” to
refer to more than two whistleblowers. Typically, sever-
al officials would listen in on a call between the presi-
dent and a foreign leader, while others would have
access to a written transcript or summary. The exis-
tence of a whistleblower claiming first-hand knowledge
would make it harder for the president and his support-
ers to dismiss the original complaint as hearsay, as they
have repeatedly done. 

Trump pushed back at the allegations in two tweets
early yesterday, though he made no mention of the sec-
ond whistleblower. He repeated his assertion that
Hunter Biden had been “handed $100,000 a month
(Plus,Plus) from a Ukrainian based company, even
though he had no experience in energy...and separately 
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WASHINGTON: In this photo taken on Oct 4, 2019, US
President Donald Trump speaks to the press as he
departs the White House for his annual visit to Walter
Reed National Military Medical Center. — AFP 

SOCHI, Russia: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte
attends the 16th annual meeting of the Valdai
Discussion Club on Oct 3, 2019. — AFP 

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has
disclosed that he suffers from an autoimmune disease
that can potentially have serious complications, the lat-
est condition for a leader whose health has been sub-
ject to speculation. Duterte, 74, was the oldest person
to be elected president of the country and questions
about his health have swirled since taking office in
2016. His occasional skipping of events and meetings,
as well as him discussing his ailments, has only added
to the speculation.

Duterte revealed the condition, myasthenia gravis,
at an appearance before the Philippine community late
Saturday during a visit to Russia. “One of my eyes is
smaller. It roams on its own,” he said, according to a
transcript released yesterday by his office. “That’s
myasthenia gravis. It’s a nerve malfunction. I got it from
my grandfather,” he added. The condition causes mus-

cle weakness, and can result in drooping of eyelids,
blurred vision as well as weakness in one’s extremities,
according to the US National Institutes of Health.

The condition can generally be managed with treat-
ment, but up to 20 percent of people who have the dis-
ease experience at least one “crisis” that requires them
to use a ventilator to help breathe, the NIH said.
Duterte gave no indication as to whether he has had
any serious incidents as a result of the disease. His
administration gives out very little information about
his health and consistently says the president is in
good shape.

Duterte himself, however, has discussed his ailments
in his frequent, rambling speeches. In October 2018 he
told an audience how he was awaiting the results of a
cancer screening. His comments sparked immediate
concern and speculation, but days later he said the
tests had come back negative. Duterte has also said
previously that he suffers from daily migraines and ail-
ments including Buerger’s disease, an illness that
affects the veins and the arteries of the limbs, and is
usually due to smoking. — AFP 

Duterte reveals 
new health issue


