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Kuwait beat Saudi Arabia 3-1 
Oman, Bahrain goalless in Gulf Cup 

DOHA: Saudi’s Ziyad al-Sahaf (L) vies for the ball with Kuwait’s Ahmed Al Dhafeeri (C) during the 24th Arabian Gulf Cup Group B football match between Saudi Arabia and Kuwait at the Abdullah bin Khalifa Stadium in the Qatari capi-
tal Doha yesterday. — AFP

DOHA: Kuwait outmatched Saudi Arabia
to end the opener of the Gulf football Cup
3-1 in a clash held in the Qatari capital,
Doha, yesterday. Saudi Arabia were con-
trolling the pitch and attempted to pene-
trate from within the Kuwaiti defense. The
Kuwaitis were relying on counter-attacks.
However, Kuwait’s Ahmad Al-Dhefeeri
scored the opener by capitalizing on a

cross-over from team captain Bader Al-
Mutawwa. Sami Al-Sane, in an assist by
Al-Mutawwa in minute 46 of the first half,
added a second goal.

Kuwait looked different in the second
half, turning more to the offensive and
attempting to create chances to score.
Mubarak Al-Feneini scored the team’s
third goal in the last minute of the clash.

But, Feras Al-Buraikan scored Saudi
Arabia’s lone goal in the 96th minute.
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem, who was watching from the
stands, said the Gulf championship has
succeeded even before it started as it
united the GCC. He hoped success con-
tinues to smile on the Kuwaiti team,
adding the Kuwait team loves the Gulf

championship and the real win is in the
gathering of all the Gulf countries. 

Earlier, Oman and Bahrain ended
their Gulf Cup opener yesterday goal-
less with both teams trying very hard to
snatch a goal. Both teams were cautious
in the first half but the Omanis had
advantage in the second half but all bids
were fruitless. — KUNA

MOSCOW: The Kremlin yesterday said it regrets a
proposed four-year ban for the country’s athletes over
doping but Russia is still open to cooperation to resolve
the scandal. “This is definitely concerning information.
We regret this,” President Vladimir Putin’s spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told journalists.

Anti-doping watchdog WADA’s compliance review
committee on Monday recommended a four-year
sporting ban over falsified lab data it received from
Russia. If WADA chiefs adopt the review committee’s
recommendations, Russia faces exclusion from key
sporting events including the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

In the Kremlin’s first reaction, Peskov stressed that
Moscow was still open to cooperation with internation-
al authorities. “You know the Russian sporting authori-
ties have been, are and will remain as open as possible
to cooperation and collaboration with the international
sporting community and also with WADA,” he said.

The doping scandal has tainted Russia’s sporting
reputation for the last five years, after revelations of
large-scale state-sponsored doping aimed at improving
Russia’s medal performance at the 2014 Winter
Olympics in Sochi.

Monday’s call from the World Anti-Doping Agency’s
review panel came after Russian authorities were

accused of falsifying laboratory data related to the
country’s doping scandal, which were handed over to
investigators in January.

WADA was not convinced by Russia’s explanations
of why evidence of some positive tests handed over by
a whistleblower did not show up in the thousands of
files it handed over. The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) has said it backs “the toughest sanc-
tions against all those responsible for this manipula-
tion,” while cautioning against blanket sanctions that
would punish the innocent.

The head of the United States anti-doping agency
Travis Tygart however called for Russian athletes to
face the maximum restrictions on participation in
Tokyo. Lawyers for the Russian whistleblower, Grigory
Rodchenkov, the former head of the Russian anti-dop-
ing laboratory, also urged the IOC not to give Russia
“yet another free pass.”

Peskov said news of the possible ban was “far from
joyful for us,” but Moscow would await the final deci-
sion on the proposed ban by WADA’s executive com-
mittee on December 9 before making an assessment.

“Let’s remain sober in our judgements,” he urged.
Concerning the tainted data, Peskov insisted Russia had
provided “detailed explanations” to WADA of the
inconsistencies it found. Putin said last month that
Russia was complying with all of WADA’s demands.

The head of Russia’s anti-doping laboratory, RUSA-
DA, Yury Ganus, appointed in a bid to restore confi-
dence, has blamed unnamed officials for interfering
with the data, which was being held by criminal investi-
gators, not RUSADA. 

He told AFP on Tuesday that he expected WADA to
uphold the recommended ban. But Russia’s sports min-

ister Pavel Kolobkov said in a television interview that
“we carried out our duty honestly” and he expected a
“sensible decision.”

If Russia challenges an eventual suspension by
WADA the case will go to the Swiss-based Court of
Arbitration for Sport, whose decision will be binding on
sports bodies including the International Olympic
Committee.

During its suspension by WADA, Russia was allowed
by the International Olympic Committee to take part in
the 2016 Rio Olympics, but Russian competitors at the
2018 Pyeongchang Winter Games had to take part
under a neutral flag. — AFP

Risking doping 
ban, Russia pledges 
‘cooperation’

PARIS: Unai Emery has the chance to relieve some of
the pressure surrounding his position at Arsenal today
by securing qualification for the knockout rounds of the
Europa League with a match to spare.

Speculation over Emery’s job has ramped up after
his Gunners side were booed off at the end of their 2-2
draw with lowly Southampton at the Emirates Stadium
on Saturday, gained only thanks to a 96th-minute lev-
eller from Alexandre Lacazette. However he can remove
some of the gloom hovering over North London by
booking their place in the last 32 with a win over
Eintracht Frankfurt.

Group F leaders Arsenal are four points ahead of
both third-placed Eintracht and Standard Liege with
two matches remaining, and will also qualify if Standard
don’t win at bottom side Vitoria Guimaraes. Emery was
publicly backed by the Arsenal hierarchy at the start of
the international break but the pressure has continued
to grow following a run of just two wins in their last 11
Premier League games, with bookmakers in the United
Kingdom placing him among the favourites to be the
next manager ousted. The Spaniard said he was “disap-
pointed and frustrated” after the draw, which denied the
Saints a first win at Arsenal since 1997.

“I understand the supporters, we didn’t deserve any
more today, we lost a big opportunity to connect with our
supporters,” he said. “We had the chance to take confi-
dence from today but we didn’t do that.” They face an
Eintracht side that have lost their last three in all competi-
tions and come into Thursday’s clash in London having
lost at home to Wolfsburg despite their opponents having
to play the entire second half with 10 men. However they
will have their captain David Abraham available for a
match that could be crucial to the European hopes of last
season’s semi-finalists after he was banned until 2020 in
the Bundesliga for barging over Freiburg coach Christian
Streich earlier this month.—AFP

At-risk Emery 
looking for Europa
League salvation 

MOSCOW: A man walks in front of the Russian Olympic
Committee (ROC) headquarters in Moscow. Russia’s anti-
doping chief said he expected the country to be barred
from all sporting competition for four years. — AFP


