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Archer ‘over’ racism shock as 
England regroup for second Test

HAMILTON: England paceman Jofra Archer said yes-
terday he had “moved on” after being racially abused
by a spectator in New Zealand and was ready to help
the tourists bounce back from a heavy first Test defeat.

Archer said his focus was on the second Test in
Hamilton beginning Friday, not the racial taunts thrown
at him late in the opening match in Mount Maunganui
on Monday as England were drubbed by an innings and
65 runs.

“I’m over it. I’ve left what happened at the ground
and I’ve moved on,” the Barbados-born bowler said in a
column for the Daily Mail. New Zealand, who will be
without opening bowler Trent Boult and all-rounder
Colin de Grandhomme for the second Test, expressed
shock at Archer’s treatment, with skipper Kane
Williamson offering an apology on behalf of all Kiwis.

“I should also say it was just one person who was
shouting stuff. But I found the incident a real shame,”
said Archer who added he was disappointed other
spectators did not intervene. “I thought members of the
crowd around the guy might have pulled him up
because I could hear him from the pitch as I was walk-
ing off. I guess they didn’t,” the 24-year-old said.

New Zealand Cricket said a life ban and a referral to
police awaits the perpetrator once identified. The inci-
dent has overshadowed the build-up to the second Test
and its impact on the tourists in the wake of a demoral-
ising loss remains to be seen.

Director of cricket Ashley Giles described Archer as
“emotional” and “hurt”, but the abuse could also serve
to draw England’s players together. Further unsettling
the team in Hamilton will be new coach Chris
Silverwood’s departure at the end of day two, when he
leaves for England after a family bereavement.

What is beyond doubt is that England need to vastly

improve with both bat and ball after an insipid display
at Mount Maunganui that raised questions about Joe
Root’s Test captaincy.

Root went into the series vowing England would
“bat longer” and play “attritional cricket” with a long-
term view on reclaiming the Ashes in Australia in 2021-
2022.

Instead, England’s batsmen, including Root himself,
threw away their wickets with rash shots on a pitch that
yielded a double century for Kiwi wicketkeeper BJ
Watling and a maiden ton for allrounder Mitchell
Santner.

Silverwood rejected criticism of Root’s leadership
record but said his coaching team would try to ease the
burden of captaincy, allowing the player to concentrate
on his batting. “We have to help him, talk to him and try
to strip pressure away... we are starting a new sort of
era now,” he said.

While Archer failed to fire in the first Test, New
Zealand are poised to unleash their own speedster in
Hamilton on the form of Lockie Ferguson. The absence
of Boult and de Grandhomme, both with muscle prob-
lems, opens the way for Ferguson’s Test debut and also
prompted Daryl Mitchell’s call up into the wider squad.

Williamson was under an injury cloud after leaving
the field early clutching his lower back but later insisted
he was fit and had not aggravated hip injury that kept
him out of the Twenty20 series against England. A win
or draw will secure New Zealand’s fifth consecutive
Test series victory on home soil.   

However, the series will not count towards the World
Test Championship, which began in August and will end
in June 2021. 

New Zealand squad: Kane Williamson (capt), Todd
Astle, Tom Blundell, Lockie Ferguson, Matt Henry, Tom

Latham, Daryl Mitchell, Henry Nicholls, Jeet Raval,
Mitchell Santner, Tim Southee, Ross Taylor, Neil
Wagner, BJ Watling.

England squad: Joe Root (capt), Jofra Archer, Jonny

Bairstow, Stuart Broad, Rory Burns, Jos Buttler, Zak
Crawley, Sam Curran, Joe Denly, Jack Leach, Saqib
Mahmood, Matthew Parkinson, Ollie Pope, Dominic
Sibley, Ben Stokes, Chris Woakes. — AFP

HAMILTON: England’s Jofra Archer (L) stands with Sam Curran during a team training session ahead of the sec-
ond cricket Test between England and New Zealand at Seddon Park in Hamilton, yesterday. The second Test
match begins tomorrow. — AFP

ADELAIDE: Australia will not be complacent in
the second Test against Pakistan this week despite
the odds being stacked heavily in their favour, they
said, insisting day-night cricket is a “completely
different beast”.

The home team went one up in the two-Test
series with a crushing innings-and-five-run victo-
ry inside four days at the Gabba in Brisbane last
weekend. But the match starting tomarrow at
Adelaide Oval is a pink-ball affair, which
Australian captain Tim Paine said would produce
different conditions with generous grass on the
pitch and outfield.

“Certainly there’s going to be times during the
game where tactics might be slightly different —
day-night,” he said. “We’ll wait and see on the
wicket and how the ball handles it, whether it goes
soft or if it’ll nip around for the whole game.

“Everyone’s looking forward to it but we do
know it’s a completely different beast,” he added.
Australia are overwhelming favourites. They have
won all five pink-ball Tests they have played since
the concept was launched four years ago, with
three of them coming in Adelaide and quick
bowlers Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazlewood and Pat
Cummins all excelling under lights.

Cummins said the Adelaide Oval at night was “a
fast bowler’s dream”. “Our record there is really
good, we know the conditions well, it’ll be a bit of
a different game (to Brisbane), I think,” Cummins
told cricket.com.au.

“We’ve all spent quite a few long days in the
dirt on flat MCG or SCG wickets, so a bit of grass
on the wicket, the pink ball zipping around at night
— it’s a fast-bowler’s dream.” Add into the mix
that Pakistan have now lost 13 consecutive Tests in
Australia and Paine’s men will be disappointed if
they do not wrap up the series 2-0.

They are expected to stick with the same XI
from Brisbane, although fast bowler James
Pattinson is in the squad and available again after
being suspended from the Gabba for player abuse
in a domestic match.

Pakistan took some positives from a gutsy sec-
ond-innings 335 in Brisbane, where Babar Azam
scored a century and wicketkeeper Muhammad
Rizwan 95. They were let down by a poor first
innings batting effort and the inability of their
young bowling attack to threaten an Australian top
order that put on 222 for the first wicket and
added another 129 for the second.

Pakistan took a gamble at the Gabba by leaving
out experienced paceman Mohammad Abbas, giv-
ing exciting 16-year-old Naseem Shah a debut,
and he may be drafted back in for Adelaide, with
Imram Khan appearing to be the likely fall guy. 

Naseem held his own in Brisbane, finally
removing David Warner for 154 to give him match
figures of one for 68, and skipper Azhar Ali liked
what he saw. “For a 16-year-old guy, he came up
and bowled at a consistent pace. His line and
length were also good and he will be a good
prospect for Pakistan,” he said, adding that selec-
tors would take a good look at how best to deal
with the Adelaide conditions before deciding on
their team.

If Pakistan opt to manage Naseem’s workload
and rest him, they have the option of 19-year-old
Musa Khan. Former Australian skipper Steve Smith
expects Pakistan to “come back hard at us”. “You

Australia favourites 
for ‘fast bowler’s 
dream’ pink-ball Test

Jofra ready to help England bounce back from heavy first Test defeat

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Table Tennis Federation (KTTF) hon-

ored 48 referees of both genders after successfully
passing the new referees course, the federation organ-
ized at the start of the current season, under the super-
vision of the games international association.

Deputy Chairman of the Board, and head of the ref-
erees committee Khalid Al-Khudhari and his deputy
Nayef Al-Qabtani distributed the certificates to the ref-
erees. Al-Khudhari said the Board of Directors and its
Chairman are keen on developing the administrative

and technical staff at the federation through specialized
courses, carried by approved lecturers by the interna-
tional association.

He said there was a course for coaches, and now the
referees course ended. He lauded the referees efforts,
adding that the lack of complaints from clubs over the
officiating of the league matches indicates their techni-
cal and administrative abilities that contributed the suc-
cess of table tennis season 2019-2020.

KTTF honors
48 referees

HAMILTON: England’s Ben Stokes
described the Test side’s captaincy as
one of the most criticised roles and
said the team had shared the responsi-
bility for their heavy defeat by New
Zealand in the opening Test.

England were beaten by an innings
and 65 runs at Mount Maunganui on
Monday as the hosts took a 1-0 lead in
the two match series. “The pressures of
being England Test captain are huge. It
can be one of the most criticised jobs
in England... sometimes unfairly,” all-
rounder Stokes told BBC’s Test Match
Special.

“There are 11 guys on the field that
contribute to a win or loss. It doesn’t all
fall on the captain.” Root’s form has
also come under scrutiny since he was
named full-time Test skipper in 2017
and the 28-year-old, who has not
scored a century since February, said
the pressure of captaincy was not an
excuse for his batting woes.

“He’s England’s best player and he
knows he has got the full support of us
in the changing room,” Stokes added.
“We put our hands up as players when
we don’t perform as well and unfortu-
nately Joe cops most of that. But as a

playing group, we stick together and
we hold our hands up together.”

Stokes said England would not be
distracted by the departure of coach
Chris Silverwood, who will return
home after day two of the second test
starting on Friday, due to a family
bereavement.

“Family always comes first, no mat-
ter where you are in the world or a sit-
uation a team finds itself in,” Stokes
added. “We do all the tactical analysis
so, once we get going, the onus will be
on the players. Chris going home won’t
be a distraction to us.”  — Reuters

SYDNEY: Former Australia Twenty20
captain George Bailey was appointed
yesterday as one of the country’s three
national selectors, replacing the retired
Greg Chappell. He joins chairman
Trevor Hohns and coach Justin Langer
and draws the curtain on his long play-
ing career after the domestic Big Bash
League in early February to take on
the role full-time.

“I have been fortunate enough to
contribute as a player for quite a few
years, and to now have the opportuni-
ty to continue in the role of selector is
a tremendous honour,” said Bailey. “I’m
confident I can add value to the selec-
tion process and that my experience
will be complementary to that of
Trevor and Justin.”

Bailey, 37, played five Tests, 90 one-
day internationals and 30 Twenty20s
for Australia.  He has also been a stal-
wart for Tasmania, the Hobart
Hurricanes and Melbourne Stars since
making his first-class debut in 2004.
He is currently 12 runs short of 10,000
first-class runs.

“He is an outstanding leader and
one of the most respected, thoughtful
and generous figures in international
cricket,” said Cricket Australia’s head
of national teams Ben Oliver said. “His
extensive experience across all for-
mats, and deep knowledge of T20
cricket, will be invaluable as we head
into a home T20 World Cup (next
year) and beyond.”

Bailey replaces former Australian
skipper Chappell, who had been
Cricket Australia’s national talent man-
ager for the past nine years as well as
a selector before calling it quits in
September. — AFP

Bailey appointed
Australia selector

Root has full support of England players: Stokes

HAMILTON: England’s Ben Stokes (R) stretches with team mates during a team training session ahead of the second
cricket Test between England and New Zealand at Seddon Park in Hamilton, yesterday. — AFP


