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Meanwhile, Ghanem yesterday relayed a verbal mes-
sage from HH the Amir to Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin

Hamad Al-Thani during a meeting in the Qatari capital.
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah’s message dealt with bilateral
ties and the latest developments in the region, according
to the Kuwaiti parliament’s Al-Dostour news service. 

Ghanem also conveyed HH the Amir’s warmest greet-
ings to Qatar, wishing the Gulf country continued pros-
perity and success. The Qatari Amir reciprocated the
warm sentiments. The National Assembly speaker
arrived in Qatar a day earlier to attend the opening of
the Gulf Cup football tournament. — KUNA 
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Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan greeted Prince Mohammed at the capital’s air-
port. The streets of Abu Dhabi were lined with Emirati
and Saudi flags, while road signs that usually display
traffic warnings greeted Prince Mohammed. The sound
of fighter jets resonated across Abu Dhabi’s skies as the
two leaders headed together to the opulent presidential
palace, where Saudi Arabia’s de facto ruler was greeted
with the classic Saudi song “You are the King”.

This comes a day after the Saudi-led military coali-
tion said it will release 200 Yemeni Houthi rebels and
permit some flights from the insurgent-held capital

Sanaa. The initiatives coincided with a lull in Houthi
attacks on Saudi Arabia launched from Yemeni soil and
come after a senior official in Riyadh this month said it
had an “open channel” with the Iran-aligned rebels.
Patients needing medical care will be allowed to be
flown out of Sanaa airport, which has been closed to
commercial flights since 2016, coalition spokesman
Turki Al-Maliki said in a statement on Tuesday.

Saudi Arabia and its allies intervened in Yemen’s
war in March 2015, shortly after the Houthis seized the
capital Sanaa. Since then, tens of thousands of people
- most of them civilians - have been killed and millions
displaced in what the UN has termed the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis. Prince Mohammed’s visit
also comes at a time when Saudi Arabia is seeking to
attract investment in its oil giant Aramco’s initial pub-
lic offering, which could be the world’s largest flota-
tion. According to Bloomberg, Abu Dhabi intends to
invest as much as $1.5 billion in the listing.  — AFP 

MBS meets MBZ
amid push to end... Continued from Page 1

Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA) also planned to
invest in the IPO, two of the sources said, although the
size of Kuwaiti commitment was not immediately clear.
ADIA and Aramco declined to comment. KIA did not
immediately respond to a request for comment. Saudi
Arabia aims to sell a 1.5 percent stake in Aramco, valuing
the company at $1.6 trillion to $1.7 trillion, a lower valua-
tion than the $2 trillion target initially sought by Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, known as MBS, who has
made the offering a cornerstone of his economic diversi-
fication program.

Jason Tuvey, senior emerging markets economist at
Capital Economics, said that any Gulf state investment in
the IPO would be “purely a political decision rather than
anything (else)”. He said commitments by Abu Dhabi and

Kuwait, which both sit on huge oil reserves of their own,
would be “to show their support to MBS and his plans to
diversify the Saudi economy”. ADIA, estimated to have
assets of nearly $700 billion, is chaired by the president
of the United Arab Emirates and its deputy chairman is
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan, a close ally of the Saudi crown prince.

When Aramco’s IPO plans were first flagged in 2016,
an international listing was seen as one of the central ele-
ments, prompting interest among exchanges from New
York to Singapore. But many foreign institutional
investors have said Aramco’s valuation looked expensive
and raised concerns about political, governance and
environmental issues.

The head of the biggest refiner in Japan, a major
Saudi oil importer, said Japanese firms were unlikely to
invest because of difficulties in valuing the Saudi firm.
Malaysian and Russian oil firms also said they would not
invest. The sale process for listing Aramco on Riyadh’s
Tadawul exchange kicked off on Nov 3. Lead manager
Samba Capital said retail subscriptions reached 27.04
billion Saudi riyals ($7.21 billion) on Tuesday, ahead of
today’s deadline. — Reuters 
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The local Nederland Volunteer Fire Department said
a mandatory evacuation had been ordered for everyone
living within a 1/2 mile radius of the plant.

The TPC Group said the explosion happened in
what it said was a “processing unit” at around 1:00 am
local time (0700 GMT). “TPC Group has activated its
Emergency Response Plan and requested assistance

from Port Neches Fire Department and Huntsman,” it
said in a statement. “The event is ongoing, but will be
brought under control as quickly and safely as possible.
At this time, personnel at the site have been evacuated.
We have accounted for all site personnel and three per-
sonnel have sustained injuries and are being treated.”

The Port Neches plant is around 135 km from
Houston. More than 200 people work at the facility,
according to TPC Group’s company website. The facili-
ty produces butadiene, a flammable gas used in the
production of synthetic rubber, and other petrochemi-
cals such as butane. A shelter for those forced from
their homes has been opened at a church in Nederland,
local media said.  — AFP 
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TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei yesterday said his sanctions-
hit country had foiled a “very dangerous”
plot after violent demonstrations triggered
by a fuel price hike. New York-based
Human Rights Watch, meanwhile, accused
Tehran of “deliberately covering up” more
than 100 deaths and thousands of arrests
during the crackdown. The demonstrations
first flared on Nov 15, hours after a mid-
night shock announcement that petrol
prices would immediately go up by as much
as 200 percent in the Islamic republic.

A near-total Internet blackout was
imposed as the protests turned violent, with
police stations attacked, petrol pumps
torched and shops looted. Connectivity was
restored for much of the country after the
unrest was quashed within days, and mobile
access was returning late yesterday. The
outage had apparently been enforced to
temper shows of dissent and stem the flow
of videos of violence being shared online.

But it also made it difficult to know the
full extent of the bloodshed. Officials in Iran
have confirmed five people were killed and
so far announced about 500 arrests, includ-
ing of some 180 “ringleaders”. London-
based Amnesty International said on
Monday that 143 people were killed and up

to 7,000 arrested, citing what it said were
“credible reports”.

Iran has blamed the unrest on “thugs”
backed by its foreign enemies, including
the US, Israel and the People’s Mujahedeen
of Iran, an exiled armed opposition group it
considers a “terrorist” cult. “The people
foiled a deep, vast and very dangerous
conspiracy on which a lot of money was
spent for destruction, viciousness and the
killing of people,” Khamenei said, quoted
on state television.

The leader was speaking at a gathering
of the Basij, a loyalist militia which he
advised to have a presence in all districts of
Iran and to remain a step ahead of the ene-
my. On Twitter, Khamenei expressed his
“heartfelt gratitude and appreciation” to
the Iranian nation in a post that featured
pictures of a massive pro-government rally
held Monday in Tehran. 

“The people proved again that they are
powerful and great, and defeated the big
conspiracy of the enemy with their pres-
ence on the scene,” he said. “Police and
security forces... performed their duty, but
what the nation did during this week was
more important than any other measure,”
said another tweet. The tweets accused the
“#GlobalArrogance and #Zionism” - Iran’s

arch-enemies the US and the Jewish state -
of being behind the street violence.

The United States said it had received
thousands of messages from Iran about
protests after appealing to demonstrators
to defy the internet restrictions. “We’ve
received to date nearly 20,000 messages,
videos, pictures, notes of the regime’s abus-
es through Telegram messaging services,”
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said,
referring to the encrypted app. Iran has yet
to respond.

Long-fraught links between Tehran and
Washington plunged to a new low in May
last year when the US unilaterally withdrew
from an international accord that gave Iran
relief from sanctions in return for curbs on
its nuclear program. In its report released in
Beirut, Human Rights Watch accused Iran of
“deliberately covering up the scale of the
mass crackdown against protesters”.

HRW called on Iranian authorities to
“immediately announce the number of
deaths, arrests, and detentions... and permit
an independent inquiry into alleged abus-
es”. Its deputy Middle East director,
Michael Page, criticized Iran for having so
far “refused to provide an accurate death
toll and instead threatened detainees with
death”. “Keeping families in the dark about

the fate of their loved ones while ratcheting
up an atmosphere of fear and retribution is
a deliberate government strategy to stifle
dissent,” Page said.

The unrest erupted after the price of

petrol was raised by 50 percent for the
first 60 litres and 200 percent for any
extra fuel after that each month. The gov-
ernment says the proceeds will go to
poor families. — AFP 
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TEHRAN: An Iranian man checks his phone on a park bench in the capital yesterday. — AFP 

ROME: Syrian children are welcomed by NGOs and volunteers of the Community of Sant’Egidio as they arrive at
Fiumicino international airport yesterday as part of a humanitarian corridor. —AFP 

ROME: More than a hundred Syrian refugees arrived in
Rome yesterday, the latest wave of refugees from the war-
torn country to be escorted to safety in Europe. The 113 men,
women and children arrived at Rome’s Fiumicino airport
from Lebanon where church groups had arranged their safe
passage out of refugee camps. “Viva Italy,” shouted the
approximately 30 children among the group, as a host fami-
lies and volunteers greeted the new arrivals - some of them
family members - with smiles and tears.

“These kids have only known the war and refugee camps.
But now they’ll have a future in Italy,” said Marco
Impagliazzo, president of the Community of Sant’Egidio,
which together with the Federation of Evangelical Churches
in Italy (FCEI) and the Waldensian Evangelical Church,
organized and financed the safe passage. Since 2016, the
groups have together brought over 3,000 Syrians to Italy,
France, Belgium and Andorra, 1,800 of them to Italy alone. 

For the new arrivals, the network provides housing and
organizes schooling for children as well as language classes.
Within about a year, most families have begun to integrate
into society, organizers say. One, Rola Alattal, 20, came to
Italy a year and five months ago with her immediate family,
and was again at the airport yesterday to greet her uncle, a
beaming Ibrahim Bitar, and his young family.

“Things were getting a bit bad for him in Syria,” said
Alattal, explaining how Bitar escaped to Lebanon after being

pressured to join the Syrian army two years ago. But without
documents, he couldn’t work and his situation became more
desperate. Another new arrival, Bushra Alkanj, 26, was to
travel to Padua to live with other young women, since she
had arrived alone without family. “Just like the others here,
we’re excited to go to our new home,” said Alkanj.

Alkanj left her home and family in 2012 in Syria for
Lebanon, where she continued to study and volunteer to
help other exiled Syrians. “But like so many other Syrians in
Lebanon the situation is getting worse and so I was forced
to ask for help,” said Alkanj. “Now I feel safe, I’m in Italy.”

Syria’s war has killed more than 370,000 people and dis-
placed millions, mostly to Turkey and Lebanon, since it
erupted in 2011 with the brutal repression of anti-govern-
ment protests. Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan wants to
repatriate some of the 3.6 million Syrians in the country to a
“safe zone” in northern Syria, a move humanitarian groups
such as Amnesty International say amounts to sending them
back to a war zone. Last month, Erdogan threatened to send
millions of Syrian refugees to Europe, increasing fears of a
new wave of migrants. 

Organizers of yesterday’s safe passage expressed con-
cern, saying governments were increasingly impeding
humanitarian groups’ work, with the result that refugees
were even more desperate. “People are more afraid, they’re
risking more, their lives,” said Christiane Groeben, vice pres-
ident of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy.
“When government people say ... that the numbers (of
migrants arriving in Europe) have gone down, they have
gone down because more people have drowned,” said
Groeben, referring to migrants, including Syrians, who con-
tinue to take the perilous sea route for Europe. — AFP 
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BAGHDAD: Iraqi demonstrators burn tyres amid clashes with security forces in the
capital’s Al-Rasheed Street near Al-Ahrar bridge yesterday. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: Two protesters were shot dead in
Baghdad yesterday and other Iraq cities were
shrouded in acrid smoke from burning tyres as
demonstrators pressed their campaign of anti-
government rallies. Masked youths sealed off
streets with makeshift barricades across the
restive south as schools and public offices
stayed shut. “The government has lost all its
legitimacy. We don’t want them,” said one pro-
tester in the southern city of Basra. “They meet
every day and claim to be discussing our
demands, but we expect nothing from them.” 

For nearly two months, Iraq’s capital and
Shiite-majority south have been gripped by the
largest protests since the 2003 US-led invasion

that toppled Saddam Hussein. In central
Baghdad, young demonstrators donned helmets
and medical masks to face off again with securi-
ty forces unleashing tear gas. Iraqi medical and
security sources said at least two demonstrators
were shot dead in Baghdad as protesters and
security forces clashed.

An AFP correspondent reported volleys of
gunfire from behind concrete barricades where
the security forces were deployed. The Islamic
State group, meanwhile, claimed that it was
behind three deadly explosions that rocked
Baghdad late on Tuesday, killing six people. The
near-simultaneous blasts were caused by explo-
sives-laden motorcycles and roadside bombs in
Shiite neighborhoods, medical and security
sources said. They were the first such attacks in
Baghdad in several months claimed by IS, a
group which the Iraqi authorities said had been
defeated two years ago.

The street violence in Iraq has left more than
350 people dead and some 15,000 wounded
over the past two months. Another 100 protest-

ers suffered injuries in two days of rallies in
Hillah, just south of Baghdad, when security
forces used tear gas against them. The unrest
has paralyzed daily life in many towns and cities,
with schools intermittently closed, streets block-
aded and government offices empty.

Yesterday, religious authorities in the holy
city of Karbala ordered their private schools
there, and in nearby Babylon and the second
holy city of Najaf, kept shut for two days. They
feared a repeat of Tuesday’s chaos when riot
police and protesters clashed, leaving one
demonstrator dead. Karbala, visited by millions
of Shiite pilgrims from around the world each
year, had seen deadly skirmishes overnight and
during the day.

Demonstrators yesterday torched tyres in
and around the city, sending thick plumes of
black smoke barrelling skywards. In Nasiriyah,
further south, authorities ordered all public
offices closed for two days, although these had
been largely shut already by ongoing sit-ins and
marches. — AFP
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