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Washington DC sues e-cigarette
firm Juul for targeting minors

Thailand reverses
ban on weed killer
linked to cancer
BANGKOK: Thailand reversed a decision yester-
day to ban a controversial weedkiller and extended
the permitted use of two other pesticides for six
months, following pushback from its multi-billion
dollar agriculture industry.

Glyphosate — a weed killer better known by its
trade name Roundup — is a lightning rod for con-
troversy, as more than 42,700 lawsuits pile up in
the US with plaintiffs alleging that it caused dis-
eases including terminal cancers.  

But it remains popular among farmers in Thailand
— one of the world’s leading rice and sugar pro-
ducers — who are among the heaviest users of pes-
ticides in a sector that employs 40 percent of the
population. Studies have linked glyphosate,
paraquat and chlorpyrifos to a variety of illnesses,
and the kingdom last month decided the trio would
be prohibited from its crops by Dec 1.

But Thailand’s National Hazardous Substances
Committee ruled Wednesday that the continued
“limited” use of glyphosate would be permitted,

said Industry Minister Suriya Juangroongruangkit,
without elaborating. The committee’s decision,
which was “unanimous,” also allows farmers to
continue using the two other pesticides until June
1, 2020, he added.  Paraquat, a herbicide which the
US Centers for Disease Control calls “highly poi-
sonous”, has been banned in the European Union
since 2009, while studies have linked chlorpyrifos
to developmental delays in children. 

Manufacturer Monsanto — a subsidiary of
German chemical giant Bayer — could be on the
hook for billions of dollars, though its chief execu-
tive has insisted “leading regulatory agencies
worldwide are convinced that glyphosate-based
products are safe”. The weedkiller remains popular
among agricultural workers for its effectiveness
and its low cost, and is still widely used in the US.
The US Department of Agriculture had written let-
ters to Thailand asking to delay the ban, saying
that it could disrupt soybean and wheat imports to
the kingdom.  

Suriya of the Industry Ministry said those
impacts on Thailand’s agro-animal businesses had
been overlooked when the ministry originally
banned glyphosate in October. Biothai, a founda-
tion advocating for the ban, called Wednesday’s
decision “disappointing”, adding that a six-month
extension for the use of the other two chemicals
“could affect the health of farmers, consumers
and children.” — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Washington DC has joined the states of
New York and California in suing Juul labs, the United
States’ largest electronic cigarette manufacturer, for target-
ing youngsters with its marketing campaigns. The vaping
industry faces intense scrutiny for an epidemic of lung ail-
ments that has killed more than 40 people and sickened
over 2,000 in recent months, as well as skyrocketing use
among minors.

Juul had illegally sold to underage customers, used social
media platforms like Facebook and Instagram to advertise to
them, and  misrepresented the safety of its products,
according to a lawsuit filed by Washington’s district govern-
ment on Tuesday.

“We’re seeking to stop JUUL from engaging in these ille-
gal practices that have dragged a new generation into nico-
tine addiction,” the capital’s Attorney General Karl Racine
said on Twitter. The company specifically targeted young
people through the use of flavorings, a sleek design and an
altered chemical composition designed to appeal to first-
time smokers, according to the lawsuit.

The court filing also claimed Juul employed “influencers”
— who are paid to promote products to their followers on
social media — to appeal to a younger market. The company
said it had not yet reviewed the complaint but was focused
on combating underage use.

Juul had “suspended all broadcast, print, and digital prod-
uct advertising in the US and are investing in scientific
research,” said a statement by company spokesman Ted
Kwong. The firm has previously denied that its products
were aimed at minors and has pulled certain flavorings, such
as mint and mango, from the market. 

More than five million middle and high school students

reported using e-cigarettes in the past 30 days, an all-time
high, the 2019 National Youth Tobacco Survey reported this
month. US federal regulators this summer opened an investi-
gation into potentially “deceptive marketing” by Juul after
the surge in vaping-related deaths.  President Donald Trump
said he was considering a ban on flavored e-cigarette prod-
ucts in September but walked back the idea after a vigorous
industry lobbying campaign. — AFP

WASHINGTON: In this file illustration taken on October 02, 2018,
a man exhales smoke from an electronic cigarette in
Washington, DC. — AFP


