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German AfD plots 
new course with 
radicals on the rise
BERLIN: Germany’s far right AfD party is choosing
new leaders on Saturday in a vote shaped by an
increasingly powerful radical wing which wants a
rethink of the country’s culture of atonement for
Nazi crimes. The anti-migrant party’s radicals have
the upper hand following a series of electoral gains
in eastern regions in September and October that
have caused widespread domestic and international
concern. A few days ahead of the vote at the party
conference, only one member of Alternative for
Germany has officially put forward their candidacy
for the job.

Lawmaker Gottfried Curio, 59, is known for his
strident anti-migrant speeches but does not have
broad support in the party and is seen as having
few chances. The real drama will come on Saturday
when candidates will pitch for the support of some
600 delegates at the conference in Brunswick in
northwest Germany. Of the party’s two current co-
leaders, Joerg Meuthen is expected to seek a new
mandate while Alexander Gauland has said he will
only decide on the day depending on who else
comes forward.

‘An anarchic clique’ 
The party, which was only established six years

ago, is riven with personal and ideological rivalries
and Gauland himself called it “an anarchic clique”.
Meuthen, a university professor from the wealthy
Baden-Wurttemberg region in western Germany,
represents the more moderate wing of the party.

The suspense is over who, if anyone, will replace
the 78-year-old Gauland-a central figure in the par-
ty who is also co-leader of its MPs.

Gauland has until now managed to unite the AfD’s
factions but the growing influence of one group-
known simply as “The Wing”-is a challenge. The
group’s leading protagonist is Bjoern Hoecke, the
AfD’s leader in the eastern region of Thuringia where
the party came second in an election in October.
“The Wing” aims to radicalize the party by tackling
one of the foundation stones of Germany’s post-war
political culture-atonement for its Nazi past.

While accusations of links between some of the
faction’s candidates and neo-Nazi groups have
failed to frighten off voters, they have drawn the
attention of the secret services to the party’s activi-
ties. “The electoral successes of the pre-fascist wing
in the eastern regions will accelerate radicalisation,”
said Matthias Quent, a researcher specialising in the
far-right, quoted by the Swiss daily Tagesanzeiger.
“More and more moderate AfD members are leaving
the party,” he was quoted as saying.

Radicals an ‘integral part’ 
One name that different factions could get

behind is that of Tino Chrupalla, a 44-year-old MP
and former house painter who is expected to put
himself forward. “If I am asked, I will not shirk my
responsibilities,” he recently told the Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung. Chrupalla has said “The Wing”
is an “integral part” of the AfD but has kept his dis-
tance from the radicals. Whoever takes over faces a
challenge in reviving the party’s popularity on a
national level. 

With 91 MPs, the AfD is now the third political
force in the German parliament after the CDU and
SPD. But its support in opinion polls has stagnated
at around 13 to 15 percent. The AfD started out as a
eurosceptic party but became increasingly anti-
migrant and opposed to Angela Merkel after the
German chancellor welcomed around one million
asylum-seekers in 2015 and 2016. —AFP

WINDHOEK: Namibians voted yesterday in what was
expected to be the toughest contest yet for the party
that has ruled for three decades of independence, an
election it was still expected to win despite a brutal
economic crisis. President Hage Geingob, Namibia’s
third leader since the sparsely populated and mostly
arid country freed itself from the shackles of apartheid
South Africa in 1990, is seeking a second and final term
from 1.3 million registered voters.

He faces nine challengers
including Panduleni Itula, a
dentist-turned-politician who
is a member of the ruling
SWAPO party but is running
as an independent. Itula is
popular with young people,
nearly half of whom are
unemployed. Concurrent leg-
islative polls will elect 96
members of parliament, test-
ing SWAPO’s 77-seat majori-
ty. Polls opened at 7 am and
close at 9 pm. Results are expected within 48 hours.
Namibia’s ruling party has successfully tackled prob-
lems left over from decades of neglectful rule by a
German colonial and later white minority South African
administrations. 

The proportion of Namibians living below the
poverty line fell by three quarters, from nearly 70 per-
cent in 1993 to 17 percent in 2016, according to World
Bank figures. But now SWAPO is contending with an
economy that has been in recession for nearly three
years, one of Namibia’s worst-ever droughts and the

biggest corruption scandal in its history-all of which
have conspired to make this election unexpectedly
tough for Geingob, who won by 87% last time.

“I campaigned like hell but if I lose I will accept that.
I am a democrat,” Geingob told reporters shortly after
voting. The economy has been marred by a drought
that ravaged agricultural export crops, as well as by
unprofitably low prices for Namibia’s main hard com-
modities, uranium and diamonds. The Bank of Namibia

expects the domestic econo-
my to contract for a third year
in 2019, by 1.7%. A scandal in
which two ministers were
alleged to have conspired to
dole out fishing licenses to
Iceland’s biggest fishing firm,
Samherji, in return for kick-
backs has also taken the shine
off the ruling party.

Yet loyalty to the former
guerrilla movement remains
high. “Namibia has gone

through a very terrible time,” Leevylee Abrahams said,
after casting his vote. “But I’m voting for continuity
because I believe that this government can really
improve the lives of people, given a chance again.”
Whether the result is close or not, a SWAPO win is
likely to be controversial, especially since the court
threw out a case mounted by the opposition against the
use of electronic voting machines it fears will be used
to cheat. The military said in a statement it was on high
alert for violence, which Namibia has avoided in previ-
ous polls. —Reuters

Toughest contest yet for scandal-hit ruling SWAPO party

Namibians vote in a tight contest 
clouded by brutal economic crisis

WINDHOEK: Namibians wait in line to vote in the general election at the Mandume Primary School
polling station in Katutura yesterday. —AFP 

Buttigieg 
claims 2nd, 
Warren sinks in
new 2020 poll 
WASHINGTON: Political wunderkind
Pete Buttigieg rocketed into second
place in the Democratic presidential
nomination race, polling showed
Tuesday, with support for progressive
ex-frontrunner Elizabeth Warren sliding
as voters sour on her universal health
care proposal. Buttigieg, the moderate
millennial mayor of South Bend, Indiana,
leapfrogged the race’s main liberal can-
didates, Warren and fellow senator
Bernie Sanders, to claim second behind
the resilient national leader Joe Biden,
according to Quinnipiac University’s
latest poll.

Former vice president Biden leads
with 24 percent among Democratic vot-
ers and independents who lean
Democratic, a rise of three percentage
points and a reclaiming of pole position

since Quinnipiac’s last poll on October
24, when he trailed Warren. Buttigieg
jumped from 10 percent to 16 percent in
that timeframe, while Warren’s support
was halved, from 28 to 14 percent, and
Sanders slid three points to 13 percent.

The survey of who Democrats want to
challenge President Donald Trump in
November 2020 shows billionaire former
New York mayor Mike Bloomberg, who
only recently launched his presidential
bid, tied for fifth place with three per-
cent support. Quinnipiac’s poll of 1,355
voters comes just nine weeks before the
first votes in the nominating contest are
cast in Iowa, where 37-year-old
Buttigieg has stormed into the lead.

The figures are unwelcome news for
Warren, who was riding a growing wave
of support in recent months, only to see
it crash amid opposition to her Medicare
for All proposal that would do away with
private health insurance. “Buttigieg has
broken into the top tier, apparently at
the expense of Warren, who has taken a
dive after being hammered for being too
far left on health care and other issues,”
Quinnipiac polling analyst Tim Malloy
said in a statement.

Buttigieg and Biden oppose Medicare
for All, instead offering proposals that

would broaden health care coverage to
more Americans without ending private
insurance, as the plans backed by
Warren and Sanders would do.
Medicare for All has grown increasingly
unpopular among American voters.
According to Quinnipiac, 36 percent say

it is a good idea, while 52 percent say it’s
bad. In late March that spread was 43
percent to 45 percent. Buttigieg still
remains in fourth place in the national
poll aggregate compiled by
RealClearPolitics, behind Biden, Sanders
and Warren. —AFP

DENISON, Iowa: Democratic presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg speaks to
guests during a campaign stop at Cronk’s restaurant on Tuesday. —AFP

Top Malta 
politicians quit;
probe into slain 
reporter widens
VALLETTA: Two high-ranking politicians in
Malta’s government resigned on Tuesday, with
a third “suspending himself” in the biggest
political fallout to date from a widening probe
into the brutal murder of investigative reporter
Daphne Caruana Galizia. The resignations of
Keith Schembri, the chief of staff to Prime
Minister Joseph Muscat, and tourism minister
Konrad Mizzi heaped pressure on the govern-
ment over its handling of Caruana Galizia’s car
bomb assassination in 2017.

“Murderers!” chanted hundreds of pro-
testers gathered outside parliament, with
some throwing eggs at Muscat, who has
been accused of impeding justice by pro-
tecting his closest allies. Jeering demon-
strators shouted “Mafia!” at the prime min-
ister as he was whisked away by a large

group of bodyguards.
Sources told AFP that Schembri had been

called in for questioning by police after being
fingered by the main suspect in the case,
prominent businessman Yorgen Fenech.
Fenech, who was arrested on his yacht last
week as he tried to leave the country, has
requested immunity to reveal what he knows.
The mogul was released on bail on Tuesday.
Investigators suspect Schembri may have
tipped Fenech off, sparking the failed get-
away bid, Maltese media reported. Muscat
refused to say what prompted Schembri’s
decision to resign, telling reporters it was
premature to speculate.

Hours later, Mizzi told journalists it was
his “duty” to step down to allow Muscat’s
government to complete its term. In another
blow to the government on Tuesday,
Economy Minister Chris Cardona’s office
said he was “suspending himself with imme-
diate effect from his position as minister,
pending the investigations”. Opposition
leader Adrian Delia told parliament that
Muscat’s position was “untenable, because
the only decisions he can take are to protect
those around him”.

Caruana Galizia, a popular journalist and

blogger described as a “one-woman
WikiLeaks”, became known for exposing
cronyism and sleaze within the country’s
political and business elite. She had alleged

that Schembri — who served as Muscat’s
chief of staff since 2013 - and Mizzi had been
involved in corruption, claims both men have
denied. —AFP

Merkel defends
‘bulwark’ NATO 
after criticism
BERLIN: Chancellor Angela Merkel yester-
day put up a spirited defense of NATO
after French President Emmanuel Macron’s
criticism, saying Germany has a bigger
interest today in ensuring the bloc stays
together than even during the Cold War.
Days before leaders of the transatlantic
alliance are due to hold a summit, Merkel
said NATO had been a “bulwark for peace
and freedom” over the past 70 years.

“The preservation of NATO is in our
own interest, more than during the Cold
War,” Merkel told parliament. The German

chancellor’s strong defense of the bloc
came after Macron said it was suffering
from “brain death”. In his interview with
The Economist earlier in November,
Macron blindsided his allies as he decried a
lack of coordination between Europe and
the US. He also lamented recent unilateral
action in Syria by Turkey, a key member of
the alliance.

Merkel had reacted then with uncharac-
teristic gusto, slapping down what she
described as unnecessary “sweeping judg-
ments”. While not referring directly to
Macron’s remarks in her speech to German
parliament, Merkel addressed the French
leader’s critique. Turkey was a “difficult
partner” in NATO, she acknowledged, but
also noted that being a partner meant being
able to air differences of opinion. “I say that
Turkey should stay a NATO member...
because it is of strategic importance for the
alliance that Turkey is part of it.” —AFP

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel delivers a keynote speech on the
2020 budget at the Bundestag yesterday. —AFP

Drought, low 
uranium prices 

hurt growth

VALLETTA: Protesters holding a photo of slain reporter Daphne Caruana Galizia
gather outside parliament on Tuesday. —AFP


