
Trump starts
Thanksgiving
break with
anger-filled rally
SUNRISE, Florida: A darkly angry, some-
times swearing President Donald Trump vowed
to win landslide reelection at a Florida cam-
paign rally Tuesday ahead of a Thanksgiving
break spoiled by looming impeachment. The
rally in Sunrise, located just north of Miami,
saw Trump unleash harsh invective against his
political foes, calling out Democrats’ “depravi-
ty” and claiming that “the failed Washington
establishment” is targeting him because he is
“exposing a rigged system.”

As always, Trump reserved special venom
for American journalists, whom he called “some
of the most corrupt people in the world”. The
attack prompted thousands in the crowd to
turn and boo and shout insults at media outlets
covering the event. With Democrats scheduling
the next phase of impeachment in the House of
Representatives for next week, the Sunrise
event allowed Trump to show off the right-
wing base he’s counting on to keep him in
power through the crisis - and again in the
2020 election.

Democrats in the House seem likely now to
impeach Trump on charges that he abused his
office by attempting to pressure Ukraine to
open a deliberately embarrassing corruption
probe of one of his main 2020 Democratic
rivals, Joe Biden. Even if the Republican-domi-
nated Senate acquits him, as expected, that
would still make him only the third president
ever impeached. But Trump hopes to take
revenge by winning reelection, and Florida will
be a key piece to the electoral puzzle.

Trump recently made the state his legal
home, after he announced a switch of residence
from his native New York, and he’ll hope to
repeat his surprise win there against the far
more heavily favored Democratic candidate
Hillary Clinton in 2016. Even the choice of rally
location, inside pro-Democratic Broward
County, demonstrated his intent to challenge
for the state’s crucial electoral college votes.
“That landslide is going to start right here in
the great state of Florida,” he said. “Four more
years! Four more years!” the crowd chanted.

Storm clouds 
After the rally, Trump was to retreat to his

Mar-a-Lago golf resort for the rest of the
week, including Thursday’s national
Thanksgiving Day holiday. But there was to be
no respite from the impeachment probe, which
Democrats say has already proved Trump ran a
corrupt parallel foreign policy intended to ben-
efit his political fortunes at home. The
Democratic chairman of the Judiciary
Committee in the House of Representatives,

Jerry Nadler, announced that new public hear-
ings, which could lead to articles of impeach-
ment, will start December 4.

Nadler even issued an invitation for Trump
to attend. “The committee looks forward to
your participation,” Nadler said. At the rally,
Trump called impeachment a “witch hunt.” He
then drew some of the loudest applause of the
night by saying that Americans knew the case
against him was “bulls**t.”

Trump is increasingly frustrated and
angered by impeachment, which has left the
country almost evenly divided, fueling predic-
tions for the most ill-tempered and volatile
election season in decades. Impeachment even
made its way into the friendly annual ritual of a
presidential pardon for two enormous turkeys
at the White House on Tuesday. The birds
“already received subpoenas to appear in
Adam Schiff’s basement on Thursday,” Trump
joked to guests in the Rose Garden, referring
to the head of the intelligence committee lead-
ing the impeachment probe in the House of
Representatives. —AFP 

DHAKA: Seven Islamist extremists were sentenced
to death in Bangladesh yesterday over a savage
attack at a Dhaka cafe in 2016 that killed 22 people,
mostly foreigners. A special anti-terrorism tribunal
delivered the verdict in a crowded courtroom in the
capital, with judge Mojibur Rahman saying the
attackers wanted “to draw the attention of (the)
Islamic State” group.

The brazen assault in July 2016 saw young men
armed with assault rifles and machetes lay siege to
the Holey Artisan Bakery cafe in Dhaka’s well-heeled
Gulshan neighborhood. After a 10-hour standoff,
military commandos stormed the eatery and freed
more than two dozen hostages. The extremists want-
ed to “undermine public safety, create anarchy and
“establish a Jihad(ist)” state, the judge said, adding
that the seven “will be executed by hanging until

they are pronounced dead”.
Some of the men shouted “Allahu Akbar (God is

greatest)” and “long live faith of Islam” before they
were led to a police van. Two of those convicted wore
prayer caps bearing the insignia of Islamic State.
Nine Italians and seven Japanese were among the 18
foreigners to be hacked or shot dead in the attack,
while two policemen also died. All five militants were
killed when the military stormed the cafe, which was
popular with Westerners.

Eight others - including mastermind Tamim Ahmed
Chowdhury, a Canadian of Bangladesh descent - were
killed during raids in Dhaka and its suburbs months
after the attack. Counter-terrorism police said 19-
year-old Rohan Imtiaz led the attack. The attacks were
claimed by IS but the government blamed a local mili-
tant group Jamayetul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB)

and said their commanders were among the dead.
Police have also blamed JMB for most of the extremist
attacks in the South Asian nation since the late 1990s.

IS link? 
University of Oslo researcher Mubashar Hasan

called the verdict “a milestone”, saying he hoped it
would “give some sort of closure to the victims”.
Japan’s top government spokesman Yoshihide Suga
did not comment on the ruling but thanked Dhaka
“that the trial on this case was carried out promptly”.
Defense lawyer Dalwar Hossain said there would be
an appeal, claiming police had extracted confessions
through torture.

An eighth man who had been charged was acquit-
ted. The hostage crisis marked an escalation in
extremist attacks following a spate of murders

claimed by IS and Al Qaeda of rights activists, gay
people, foreigners and religious minorities. The
assault was also seen as a major blow to Bangladesh’s
image as a moderate Muslim nation and the secular
government launched a massive crackdown in its
wake that saw more than 100 Islamist extremists
killed and nearly 1,000 others arrested.

But Dhaka has repeatedly denied that international
jihadist networks have a presence in the country. The
IS-linked news agency Amaq however published
extensive details of the attack, including photos from
inside the cafe. Security was tight in the court com-
plex and in the city of 18 million people ahead of the
verdict. It followed the recent arrest of nearly two
dozen suspected extremists. Three Islamist extremists
were also sentenced to death on Monday over the
murder of one of their alleged leaders in 2012. — AFP 
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DHAKA: Police escort extremists accused of allegedly plotting the Holey Artisan Bakery cafe attack to a courtroom for their trial yesterday. — AFP 

7 handed death for Bangladesh cafe attack
Islamist extremists ‘will be executed by hanging’ 

Sudan cabinet 
scraps law
abusing 
women’s rights 
KHARTOUM: Sudan’s cabinet Tuesday
scrapped a controversial law that
severely curtailed women’s rights during
the 30-year tenure of deposed autocrat
Omar Al-Bashir, state media reported.
Thousands of women were flogged,
fined and even jailed during Bashir’s rule
under the archaic public order law. “The
council of ministers agreed in an
extraordinary meeting today to cancel
the public order law across all
provinces,” the official SUNA news
agency reported.

The cabinet’s decision is still to be
ratified by the ruling sovereign council,
which is an 11-member joint civilian-mil-
itary body. Bashir seized power in an
Islamist-backed coup in 1989, severely
restricting the role of women in Sudan
for decades. During his rule, authorities
implemented a strict moral code that
activists said primarily targeted women,
through harsh interpretations of Islamic
sharia law.

Bashir was deposed by the army on
April 11 after months of protests against
his rule. Women were at the forefront of
the demonstrations. In February, Bashir
had acknowledged in a briefing with
reporters that it was the public order
law that had angered younger genera-
tions, especially women. Activists say
security forces linked the public order
law with article 152 of the Sudanese

penal code, which stipulates punishment
for “indecent and immoral acts”.

Under the law those who consumed
or brewed alcohol - banned in the
northeast African country -were pun-
ished, while activists said security
forces used the legislation to arrest
women for attending private parties or
wearing trousers. Sudan’s new govern-
ment led by Prime Minister Abdalla
Hamdok has assured citizens it will
uphold women’s rights. 

“The government has delivered what
it had promised. This is a real win for
us, for the feminist movement in Sudan
and for women’s rights,” said promi-
nent Sudanese activist Tahani Abbas.
“Many women were f logged and
humiliated because of this shameful
law. With this decision, Sudan is now
moving toward a new l i fe where
women can enjoy dignity.”

A senior member of Bashir’s ex-rul-
ing National Congress Party contended
that it had been implementation of the
law by individual actors - rather than
the law per se - that had created prob-
lems. “Some policemen were using this
law to harass women,” said Mohamed
al-Amin, who is also a defense lawyer
for Bashir. “What we need is to precise-
ly define under article 152 the dress
code for women.”

On Tuesday, the cabinet also decided
to “restructure the country’s judicial
system in order to prepare it for the
new era,” SUNA reported without
elaborating. The cabinet also agreed to
form a committee to review all appoint-
ments made during the Bashir era that
are suspected of having been made on
the basis of questionable personal con-
nections or favors. Bashir, who is in
prison in Khartoum, is on trial  for
allegedly illegally acquiring and using
foreign funds. — AFP 

SUNRISE, Florida: US President Donald Trump waves to supporters during a “Keep America
Great” campaign rally at the BB&T Center on Tuesday. — AFP 


