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Maritime transport
vital in development
LONDON: Kuwait government has listed the maritime
transport and logistics sector as one of the most impor-
tant sectors in New Kuwait Vision 2035 development
plan to exploit Kuwait strategic location,
Communication Ministry Undersecretary Kholoud Al-
Shehab said yesterday. Shehab said, on the sidelines of
Kuwait’s participation at the 31st Assembly session of
the International Maritime Organization (IMO), that
Kuwait owns a group of latest ports in the region, which
witnesses continuous developments, in addition to being
one of the major oil exporters. The maritime transport

sector represents 90 percent of the means of transport
for commercial goods, transport of crude oil and its
derivatives in addition to l ivestock, she added.
Kuwait’s participation in the meetings comes to run
for the membership of the IMO Council, which will be
held next Friday, expressing hope for Kuwait to have
enough votes for a seat in the Council, she added. The
Ministry Undersecretary is heading the Kuwaiti dele-
gation in the biennial elections to select the board of
directors of the organization, which is one of the most
important UN organizations concerned with maritime
affairs. The International Maritime Organization is the
United Nations specialized agency with responsibility
for the safety and security of shipping and the pre-
vention of marine and atmospheric pollution by ships.
IMO’s work supports the UN Sustainable
Development Goals. — KUNA

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: The 3rd Smart City Forum was held yester-
day at Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel, with several
innovative technologies from South Korea on display.
South Korean Ambassador to Kuwait Hong Youngki
inaugurated the event and welcomed the visitors.
“Diplomatic ties between Korea and Kuwait started in
1979 and from then on, grew from strength to strength,”
Hong said. “In this era of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, we hope to further intensify our relations
and move beyond conventional modes of cooperation to
partner on information technology, renewable energy,
healthcare and more,” he said. 

“Korean businesses recently became aware of the
needs and preferences of Kuwait and I can assure you
that we can be your ideal partner in your aggressive
promotion of economic reforms to grow the post-oil
economy,” he said. The ambassador also cited the
Bloomberg Innovation Index, wherein Korea was rec-
ognized for the sixth consecutive year as the ‘world’s
most innovative country’.  

Hong also mentioned efforts to complete South Saad
Al-Abdullah City. “The work there is progressing with
the help of Korea Land and Housing Corporation - it

will be the first new smart city project in Kuwait,” he
said. Korea Land and Housing Corporation’s knowhow
in developing new cities is renowned in Korea. “Today’s
forum is the place where we look into the policies on
energy industry and new city development in Kuwait,
so that the same IT smart technologies could be applied

to other smart cities in the future,” he said. Saad Al-
Abdullah City is located west of Kuwait City. The proj-
ect once completed will house up to 40,000 families
and will cover an area of 15,913 acres. There is a vast
demand for further constructions of smart cities and
South Korea sees itself as playing a major role in realiz-
ing future city planning projects. The project is being
implemented by both private and public South Korean
contractors led by Hyundai Architects and Engineers
Associates Co and POSCO A&C.

In his video message from Korea, Dr Byeon
Changheum, CEO of Korea Land Housing Corporation,
congratulated the organizers of the 3rd Smart City
Forum. He said he is keen on completing their first major
project very soon. First to present was Bedour Al-
Sarah, Head of the Electrical and Renewable Energy
Division at PAHW, followed by Kim Chunhee, General
Manager of POSCO-ICT (Smart City Development
Strategies). Other speakers included Dr Fotouh Al-
Ragom, Yoon Junsuk, Chris Baik, Baik Youngho, Yoon
Daehoon and Choi Dongho. The program was organ-
ized by the Embassy of South Korea.

Innovative technologies on display at
South Korea-Kuwait ‘Smart City Forum’

AUB launches
Khairan clean
up initiative
KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank (AUB) launched an initiative
to clean up the seabed at Al-Khairan Bay (inlets) with the
participation of a number of volunteer amateur divers from
the bank’s staff who enjoy diving. Taken place on the
morning of Friday, November 15, 2019, to spend a whole
day cleaning up the bay’s seabed from water pollutants
that damage and kill marine creatures and pollute their
environment, which leads to depleting the vital resources
of this wealth.

This initiative is part of AUB Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) program consistent with its positive
change-based culture which integrates environmental con-
siderations into the core of its business, professional prac-
tices and approach to social responsibility, which in turn
reflects its strong and continuous commitment to the local
community, in line with the vision of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah “New Kuwait 2035”,
that considers the environment one of its pillars. It also
reflects the bank’s commitment to contribute to the
process of sustainable development, which considers the
environmental dimension and its preservation one of its
main themes.

Commenting on this initiative, Sahar Dashti, General

Manager Customer Protection, who is also the Head of
AUB CSR Team said: “Through this initiative, we aim to
contribute to the preservation of marine wealth and fish
reservoirs, as well as to reduce cases of fish mortality on
Kuwaiti coasts and its escape to territorial waters due to
pollution. We also consider this initiative as a message to
the community regarding the importance of preserving the
marine environment, which is exposed to severe assaults
due to the lack of public awareness in this regard, which
requires intensive awareness campaigns.”

Dashti affirmed that AUB is keen to establish a respon-
sible and conscious behavior towards the environment
among its employees, as well as strengthen the culture of
volunteerism and teamwork among them, which con-
tributed to the development of the concept of volunteerism
with them in order to achieve the noble goals that benefit
the society. This is reflected through the high turnout of the
bank’s staff in the activities and events in the fields of com-
munity service and environmental preservation

Dashti added: “Our CSR obliges us to contribute to
building a healthy society that is fully consistent with
nature. This commitment stems from our belief that differ-
ent institutions can play a pivotal role in gradually chang-
ing the society’s behavior on environmental issues.”

Dashti affirmed that AUB is always at the forefront with
environment friendly institutions that put environmental
issues at the top of their CRS programs, through which
they are keen to preserve the biological balance, instill and
promote the environmental culture within all segments of
society and raise awareness of the negative effects arising
from failure to preserve the environment and the need to
take action to protect it.

KUWAIT: A number of volunteer amateur divers from AUB’s staff pose for a group photo during the clean up event.

Work progressing to complete South Saad Al-Abdullah City, says envoy
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South Korean Ambassador to Kuwait Hong Youngki deliv-
ers a speech.


